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^ Velayati arrives in Abu Dhabi 

tourin 01) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, 

P. Arab states to improve relations, arrived Saturday m the 
niied Arab Emirates (UAE) which is locked in a territorial dispute with 
DAE news Bfiency WAM said Mr. Vdayati, who 
te“’ oni Oman, was carrying a message for UAE President Sheikh 
Rah ■ , n Sultan Al Nahayan from Iranian leader Akbar Hasfaemi 
W hjT nJai V- The two countries are locked in a dispute over three islands 
Map rev rj*^ G“lf Arab fears about Iran's ambitions in the region. The 
T 30 * ast y car virtually annexed the island of Abu Musa, jointly 
” by the two countries since 1971. In response it reasserted its 
Shah 0 T 111 * islands, which Iran occupied in 1971 under the late 
UAE Consultative Council earlier this month expressed 
s ,™? n 8 disappointment and deep worry” over the Iranian actions, but 
its support for peaceful measures to reassert UAE sovereignty 
h cr * e ™ree islands. Mr. Velayati has already visited Saudi Arabia, 
two n Kiog Fahd and discussed economic cooperation between the 

toil. ^ °“ producing giants. The Iranian news agency TRNA quoted Mr. 
Detw 311 ul &a y‘ n 8 bis visit to Saudi Arabia has improved relations 
octween the two countries and would help to preserve regional stability. 
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Yemen celebrates merger anniversary 

SANAA (AP) — Yemenis cheered and danced in the streets Saturday as 
the country celebrated the third anniversary of the merger of North and 
South Yemen. President Ali Abdullah Saleh, whose patty recently won 40 
per cent of the parliament scats in the first post-merger elections, called 
on all official, national and party members “to concentrate their efforts 
and energies to build a prosperous future for the nation The April 27 
elections marked the end of the transitional stage once the merger on May 
22, 1990. It brought die first multiparty system to the Arabian Peninsula. 
Mr. Saleh was asked by parliament to' continue to lead the five-member 
presidential council while it debates a proposal on substituting only a 
president and vice-president. He has said he will have a coaiinon 
government. "This stage needs logical, clear policies to meet the changes 
on the national, regional, Islamic and Internationa] levels." Mr. Saleh said 
Friday in a nationwide address on radio and television. "The coalition of 
the parties that won in the election, does not mean the cancellation of the 
* opposition role ... or denying others rights to exist and participate in 
bearing the responsibilities of national action," he said. He also urged 
efforts to develop Yemen's foreign relations on the basis of the duties of 
the new government and all state institutions called for a new "mechan- 
ism” which would do away with the "defects" of the transitional period. 
Celebrations in Amman, page 3 


Price: Jordan 100 Tils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


China beats Pakistan 

— China beat 
fieir World Cup 
Group A first 
Irbid Saturday 
Earlier Yemen 
dan (see page 9) 

^ utch minister visits 
Syria 

Damascus (ap> — Dutch 

foreign Minister Peter Kooij- 
mans arrived Saturday for con- 
sultation with Syrian leaders on 
the Middle East peace process 
and the Yugoslav issue. Mr. 
h-ooijmans, who arrived from 
Catro on the second leg of a 
regional tour, told reporters that 
the purpose of his visit was to 
acquaint himself with the Syrian 
government’s evaluation of the 
Arab- Israeli peace process fol- 
lowing the ninth round of the 
bilateral talks in Washington. He 
spoke in the presence of Syrian- 
Foreign Minister Farouk AI Shar- 
aa, who was at the airport to 
greet his Dutch guest. The two 
tafcnisters went straight to the 
Foreign Ministry where official 
talks started. “In the first place, I 
would like to hear what is the 
evaluation of the Syrian govern- 
ment after the ninth round,” Mr. 
Kooijmans said. “And another 
problem that is threatening the 
world, is what is happening in 
former Yugoslavia. “I would like 
to hear what the views of the 
Syrian government are because 
that was a problem we have not 
been able to solve until now." 

Ben Baz opposes 
murder of foreigners 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
highest religious authority said in 
remarks published Saturday that 
it was against Islamic principles to 
kill a foreigner visiting a Muslim, 
country or to revolt against a 
ruler adhering to Islam. “It is not 
permitted to kill a non-believer ’ 
whose safety is guaranteed by the 
state,” Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben 
Baz, head of the administration 
of religious scholarship and rul- 
ing told the London-based Ara- 
bic" newspaper AI Sbarq Al 
Awsat. "It is not permitted to 
revolt against the ruler except in 
two conditions — one is proven 
widespread godlessness and the 
other is ability to remove the 
ruler without incurring more evD 
consequences,” he was quoted as 
saying in an interview. Sheikh 
Ben Baz's rulings are usually 
followed as religious edicts. He 
made no direct reference to 
Egypt, where Muslim fun- 
damentalists have targetted tour- 
ists, officials, military officers and 
Christians as part of a year-long 
campaign to overthrow the gov- 
ernment and set up an Islamic 
■ state. 

Kuwait group seeks 
camp closure 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
parliament's human rights com- 
mittee has called for the closure 
of a detention centre used to 
house deportees, bur has denied 
allegations inmates were mistre- 
ated, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. Committee spokesman 
Ahmad Al Nassar said 480 men 
and 100 women were held at 
controversial Talha compound, 
whose inmates include common 
criminal5>awaiting expulsion after 
serving prison terms and fore- 
igners suspected of security off- 
ences, the English-language Arab 
Times said. Mr. Nassar gave no 
reason for the closure recom- 
«fendation,and said without ela- 
borating that conditions at the 
centre had improved recently. 
Talha was turned from a school 
into one of the country's main 
detention centre for foreigners 
immediately after the 1991 Gulf 
war. 


/ ^ vI MAN (J.T) 
Pakistan 5-0 in'ti 
qualifying Asian 
round match in 
(half rime 1-0). 
drew 1-1 with Jor 


2,000 Danes protest 
against riot 
shootings 

COPENHAGEN (R) — About 
2,000 Danes, waving banners and 
chanting slogans, protested in 
Copenhagen Saturday against 
police shootings of 11 demonstra- 
tors in an anti-European Com- 
munity (EC) riot. Tuesdsay’s riot 
erupted after Danes voted in a 
referendum- to accept the EC’s 
Maastricht Treaty on economic, 
monetary and political union. 
“The Danish police are fascists' 
*»nd murderers” protesters 
Ranted as they marched from the' 
Noerrebro suburb where police 
shot and wounded 11 people dur- 
ing the riot, the most violent in 
Denmark’s modem history.* 


King warns media against 
‘enemies of democracy, 
freedom and human rights’ 

His Majesty urges' journalists to seek 
truth and rise above rhetoric and slander 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday warned 
the Jordanian media to guard 
against what he described as the 
enemies of democracy, freedom 
and human rights. 

Addressing editors of daily and 
weekly newspapers at a meeting 
at the Royal Court, King Hussein 
also warned against pursuing 
material gains at the expense of 
principles, right and the truth. 

Speaking five days after a new 
Press and Publications Law com- 
es into effect, the King urged the 
editors to shoulder their responsi- 
bility and adhere to the provi- 
sions of die Jordanian Constitu- 
tion, the National Charter and 
the new law. He urged them to 
seek the truth in their coverage of 
events and stay above rhetoric 
and slander. 

Following are major excerpts 
of the King's address to the press: 

“You have major responsibili- 
ties to ensure the success of the 
democratic march at this crucial 
stage we are going through in our 
country and the great Arab 
Homeland. 

“Naturally I am pleased to 
have this meeting with you and I 
welcome all those present in the 


wake of the enactment of the 
Press and Publications Law. 
which guarantees the freedom of 
the press, publishing and express- 
ion within the framework of the 
Constitution and the framework 
of safeguarding rights and public 
duties and die respect of other 
people's freedoms. 

“I hope that the enactment of 
the law will constitute the begin- 
ning of a new era for the imple- 
mentation of the National Char- 
ter which provided for this law, 
including provisions for the 
media. 

“As to the nature of the pre- 
sent stage I believe that you are 
ail in the picture... as to its critical 
nature, its seriousness and its 
difficulty. Success or failure of 
this stage does not reflect on us as 
individuals or a certain group of 
people. 

“Success will be good and be- 
neficial in terms of what' this 
country can offer as a model and 
an example to others in this 
world. Failure, God forbid, will 
not be restricted to us in its 
effects and consequences, but 
rather, in my opinion, it would 
mean a major setback for the 
prospects of progress and success 


on the national level in our Arab 
and Islamic world alike. 

“We had frequently met in the 
past, and I see new faces joining 
us now for the first time in this 
meeting, and X hope that I will 
meet them more often in the 
future. This is your place and, 
home. 

This occasion I warn the media 
to guard against the enemies of 
democracy, freedom and human 
rights. I also implore God that 
none of these elements are lurk- 
ing among us... not at any stage... 
of those who could be described 
as those who seek material gains 
at the expense of principles, right 
and truth. 

“You have serious responsibili- 
ties in guidance and in controlling 

whatever is published and in 
adhering first of all to the Con- 
stitution and to this law which 
gave everyone the chance to exer- 
cise his or her role in a manner 
that would please God and satisfy 
one’s conscience and to serve this 
country and this march at a time 
considered as one of the most 
difficult we have ever encoun- 
tered. 

(Continued on page 10) 


U.S., allies plan Bosnia action 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United Slates. Russia and three 
European allies agreed Saturday 
to enforce safe areas in Bosnia 
and to -try and stop the fighting 
from spreading, but stopped 
short of endorsing President Bill 
Qinton’s proposal to use military 
force. 

U.S. Secretary ofiState Warren 
Christopher said th£ United States 
was prepared to use force only to 
protect U.N. peacekeepers if 
they came under attack. 

The aim of the measures is to 
escalate pressure on the Bosnian 
Serbs “to stop the killing,” Mr. 
Christopher said in annonndng 
the decision of the United States, 
Russia, Spain, France and Britain 
at a news conference. - 

While Serbia and its proxies in 
Bosnia were the main targets, the 
five nations warned Croatia it ran 
the risk of economic sanctions for 
its part in the fighting. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hard stressed, “these 
are only the first steps” and that 
“no one is pretending this is going 
to be an easy road." 

The allies agreed to “rigorously 
enforce” existing sanctions 
against’ Yugoslavia and increase 
the international presence in the 
former Republic of Macedonia. 


The allies also agreed to: 

— Monitor, provide technical 
assistance and surveillance to en- 
sure that Belgrade's announced 
embargo against Bosnian Serbs is 
enforced. Mr. Christopher said 
the monitors would be stationed 
onlv where Serbia approves. 

— Continue, enforcing the ban on 
military fights over Bosnia, rapid- 
ly establish a war crimes tribunal 
and encourage gradual imple- 
mentation of an international 
peace plan. 

— Warn of international sanc- 
tions against Croatia. 

— Stop the spread of fighting by 
increasing the international pre- 
sence in Macedonia, provide in- 
ternational monitoring in Koso- 
vo. 

Mr. Christopher ruled out 
sending U.S. ground troops to 
Bosnia or other areas in the 
Balkans. The New York Times 
reported Saturday that the Un- 
ited States was offering its air. 
power to protect European forces 
guarding the safe havens. 

Mr. Clinton had proposed lift- 
ing the U.N. arms embargo - 
against Bosnia and bombing Serb 
artillery sites to force a political 
settlement, but the allies refused 
to go along. The United States 
settled for more modest measures 
to end the war in which an 


estimated 138,000 people have j 
died or disappeared. j 

French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe had called on Mr. Christ- 
opher to promote establishing 
areas for displaced civilians in ; 
Bosnia. The proposal was : 
accepted, and Mr. Christopher 
said each 'nation would contribute 
somehow. 

France has proposed an inter- 
national array of up to 40,000 
troops to occupy the safe areas in 
Bosnia. The Security Council on 
May 6 had declared foe safe areas 
to be Bosnia’s capital Sarajevo, 
Tuzla.Zepa, Gorazde, Bihac and 
Srebrenica. It said foe areas 
should be free of armed attacks 
■ and called on Bosnian Serb forces 
to withdraw immediately. 

The French proposal, a copy of 
which was obtained by the 
Associated Press on May 14 at 
the United Nations, suggests a 
range of options, from a symbolic 
force of 8,600 that would simply 
deter aggression to one of up to 
40,000 that would oppose aggres- 
sion and “occupy key points.” 
Military force would be used 
against attackers who shell foe six 
areas or disrupt humanitarian re- 
lief convoys. 

See related story on page 8. 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday meets with editors-in-chief of local publications (Petra photo) 


I ran says 
Iraq broke 
ceasefire 


PNC speaker plans to resign, 
criticises PLO and negotiators 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran ac- 
cused Iraq Saturday of violating . 
foe ceasefire that ended their 
1980-1988 war by harbouring and 
arming rebels seeking to over- 
throw its government. 

The commander of foe Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGQ ground forces, quoted by 
Iranian radio, said operations in 
foe north-west of the country 
were designed to “silence 
counter-revolutionary elements 
and mercenaries.” 

“The IRGC is determined to 
continue to pursue and crush foe 
terrorist elements until their mis- 
chievous acts are completely re- 
pelled,” Birgadier General 
Mohammad Ali Jafari said in 
remarks monitored by foe British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

Gen. Jafari accused Iraq of 
violating the terms of the cease- 
fire. "Giving sanctuary to 
counter-revolutionaries and ene- 
mies of the Islamic republic, and 
the fact they are provided with 
arms in Iraq, is in itself a blatant 
violation of foe ceasefire, for 
which we have sufficient evi- 
dence." 

He said there had also been a 
number of explosions in southern 
border areas. “These desperate 
moves are timed to coincide with 
the forthcoming presidential elec- 
tions.” 

Iran holds presidential elec- 
tions on June II. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
opposition group said Wednesday 
its guerrillas blew up an ammuni- 
tion dump in the southern oil 
refinery dty of Abadan and killed 
dozens of Revolutionary Guards 
in attacks in the past week. The 
Mujahedeen has bases in Iraq bnt 
has said Iran-based members 
took part in foe attacks. 

Iran has informed U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
that it holds Iraq responsible for 
foe attacks, the official Iranian 
news agency said. 


By P.V. Viveknnand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The speaker of 
foe Palestine National Council 
(PNC), Abdul Hamid AI 
Saych, said Saturday he was 
resigning his post because of 
poor health and disillusion- 
ment with the course of Middle 
East peace talks. 

Sheikh Sayeh, PNC speaker 
since November 1984, also cal- 
led on foe leadership of foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to withdraw foe 
Palestinian delegation from foe 
19-monfo peace negotiations 
with Israel. 

“I call upon the Palestinian 
leadership to suspend Palesti- 
nian participation in the nego- 
tiations,” he said. 

“It has become clear that the 
talks are not getting any- 
where,” he said. "How long 
are we going to continue mak- 
ing concessions and negotiate, 
with no progress on foe Palesti- 
nian cause?" 

Sheikh Sayeh said he had 
informed foe PLO heac^uar- 
ters of his decision to resign as 
PNC speaker and that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat had 
contacted him over foe phon- 
Saturday urging him to recon- 
sider his move. 

“I told him 1 cannot do that 
since I do not want to be 
accused of damaging the 
Palestinian cause,” Sheikh 
Sayeh told the Jordan Times. 
“Tragedies are befalling foe 
Palestinians and I do not want 
to be blamed in history ...” 

The widely-respected PNC 
speaker criticised foe PLO 
leadership and foe Palestinian 
negotiating team for contra- 
dicting each other in public 
statements. 

“Someone says something in 
Tunis (where foe PLO is head- 
quartered) and someone else 
says something else in 
Washington (where the peace 
talks are held)," he said. 



Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh 


“At a time when we need a 
united Palestinian voice and 
stand we are hearing different 
statements from the PLO lead- 
ership and the negotiators, and 
this is not acceptable to me," 
said Sheikh Sayeh. 

“Obviously there are major 
differences between the Pales- 
tine leadership and the nego- 
tiations." 

The criticism by foe usually 
reserved Sheikh Sayeh was 
seen as a serious setback for 
Mr. Arafat, who is under 
pressure from hardline PLO 
factions and Muslim fun- 
damentalists to withdraw from 
the talks. 

Several hardline Palestinian 
factions say they support foe 
concept of peace talks with 
Israel but under better nego- 
tiating terms. Others totally 
reject the peace process. 

Fundamentalist groups rule 
out any dealing with the Jewish 
state and call for holy war to 
liberate Palestine. 

Sheikh Sayeh said his de- 
teriorating health also played a 
key role in his decision to quit 
as PNC speaker. 

"My dotnor told me 1 should 
not continue to occupy any 


official posts since Ihe political 
pressures are too much,” said 
Sheikh Sayeh, S6, speaking 
from his home where he is 
resting after being discharged 
from hospital last week. 

Sheikh Sayeh, who has been 
ill and in and out of hospitals in 
Jordan and abroad for the bet- 
ter part of the last two years, 
said he accepted the inevitabil- 
ity of negotiating a solution to 
the Palestinian problem but 
opposed foe "imposition of a 
solution." 

He said Israel was trying to 
impose a settlement which 
does not satisfy the minimum 
Palestinian demands and foe 
U.S. was supporting the Israeli 
position. 

“Israel does not respect 
U.N. resolutions and foe U.S. 
is not willing to pressure foe 
Israelis," he said. "Without 
such pressure any solution to 
the Palestinian problem will 
not be just and will not meet 
the Palestinian aspirations." 

Sheikh Sayeh. who has been 
away from active work related 
to the PNC for some months, 
said he planned to tender his 
resignation when the council 
meets next. The PNC. which 
sets Palestinian policy, last met 
in 1991, shortly before the 
Middle East peace process got 
off the ground in Madrid. 

The next PNC meeting has 
not been scheduled. But in- 
formed sources said Palesti- 
nian activists were trying to 
convene foe council before the 
next round of talks start in 
Washington next month. 

Sheikh Sayeh was elected 
speaker of the PNC during the 
17th session of foe council held 
in Amman in late 1984. He 
succeeded Khaled Al Fahoum. 
who fell out with Mr. Arafat 
following the PLO's departure 
from Beirut in 1982. 

Mr. Fahoum now leads an 
umbrella group of dissident 
PLO factions based in Dams- 
cus. 


Expected high voter turnout in elections seen to help non-Islamists 


In the third and last of a series of articles on parliamentary 
elections, Ayman Al Safadi looks at the main factors expected to 
influence the outcome of elections for Jordan’s 12th Parliament. 
The first article appeared in the Jordan Times issue of May 13-14 , 
the second on May 15. 


AMMAN — A projected ma- 
jor increase in voter turnout 
for foe next elections and a 
tangible change in the issues 
that influenced voters' choice 
of candidates in foe 1989 elec- 
tions are expected to have a 
substantial impact on foe com- 
position of foe 12th legislature. 

Nearly twice foe number of 
Jordanians who voted in the 
1989 elections are expected to 
go to foe polls this year and 
observers predict the increase 
in voter turnout will work to 
foe disadvantage of the Islam- 
ists, who form the largest bloc 
at foe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

The Islamists are expected 
to be negatively affected by foe 
projected rise because the new 
voters would be from outside 
tbeir constituencies, which re- 
portedly had the lai-gest turn- 
out in the last elections; not 
because their base of support 
has eroded four years after 


they won foe largest number of 
seats in the House, say obser- 
vers and political analysts. 

In foe 1989 elections, 41.14 
per cent of foe then 1.35 mil- 
lion eligible voters cast then- 
votes; with foe highest turnout 
reported among Islamist sup- 
porters. According to recent 
poll conducted by foe Centre 
for Strategic Studies at foe 
University of Jordan,, 76 per 
cent of foe eligible voters are 
considering going to foe polls 
to elect Jordan's 12th Parlia- 
ment. 

In 1989, the Islamists re- 
ceived “90 per cent (of the 
votes) they could have hoped 
for,” a political science profes- 
sor told the Jordan Times upon 
the announcement of the 1989 
election results. "They gar- 
nered every vote they could 
count on,” a Western observer 
said. 

Accordingly, “it is a safe bid 


that every one who did not 
vote would not have voted for 
Islamists,” he said. 

• The well-knit organisational 
structure of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which won 23 
out of the 80 seats m the Lower 
House, enabled it to mobilise 
foe majority of its supporters. 

While other candidates were 
not able to lure their suppor- 
ters to the ballot boxes, the 
Brotherhood members located 
every potential vote it had and 
worked to secure it. 

The projected increase in 
voter turnout is thus expected 
to work to foe advantage of 
non-Islamist candidates. 

The votes of the new batch 
of eligible voters who turned 
19 after 1989 and those of the 
returnees from the Gulf are 
also expected to influence the 
outcome of the next elections, 
scheduled for later this year. 

Although there have been 
no repotted studies on the vot- 
ing patterns ofeifoer of these 
two groups, indications are 
that the young voters will sup- 
port the Islamists. 

The Strategic Studies Centre 
poll revealed that “those who 


were more inclined towards 
the Islamic bloc... were mostly 
males, aged 19-34, unmarried, 
with post high school educa- 
tion and employees or self- 
employed." 

Results of student council 
elections at Jordanian universi- 
ties also indicate that foe 
Islamists would receive the 
majority of the young votes. In 
foe University of Jordan stu- 
dent council elections in 
March, Islamist candidates 
won 71 out of foe 80 contested 
seats. They had similar strong 
showings at Muta and Yar- 
mouk universities. 

As for the returnees from 
foe Gulf states, theories con- 
flict on how their votes would 
affect foe outcome of foe elec- 
tions as far as the Islamists are 
concerned. 

“Most of the returnees are 
Palestinian Jordanians, and 
Palestinians tend to vote for 
Islamists,” said one observer 
who asked not to be named. 

Others, however, argue that 
most of the returnees, who lost 
their jobs in foe Gulf, are 
disenchanted with the Islamists 
for supporting Iraq during foe 


1990 Gulf war; a stand which 
they believe led to their evic- 
tion from the Gulf states. 

The Palestinian factor is also 
expected to be more visible in 
foe coming elections in light of 
foe conflict between foe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and foe coalition of foe 
Islamic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, and foe Brotherhood. 

The fate of foe peace process 
would determine who will win 
foe battle, which is expected to 
be fiercely fought out during 
foe elections, observers say. 

With foe continuous failure 
of the peace process to achieve 
tangible progress, more and 
more people are leaning to- 
wards the Islamists’ side in 
rejecting foe negotiations. The 
Brotherhood, supported by 
Hamas in its crusade against 
foe PLO, is expected to tap on 
this sentiment during the elec- 
tions and lure every vote that 
opposes foe peace process. 

“The Brotherhood and 
Hamas will battle the PLO in 
foe coming elections. The fight 
will be among supporters and 
opponents of the peace pro- 


cess," says prominent lawyer 
Salim Sweiss. If the peace pro- 
cess remains stalemated, said 
Mr. Sweiss. PLO factions 
which back the negotiations 
would lose their support to the 
advantage of foe Islamists, 
with voters frustrated with the 
peace process giving their vote 
to its most outspoken oppo- 
nents — foe Islamists. 

If progress is achieved in foe 
negotiations, however, the 
peace process would regain 
some of the initial support it 
had when it was launched and 
foe conflict between the two 
groups would end up to the 
disadvantage of foe Islamists, 
Observers say. 

A change in the issues that 
influenced foe preference of 
the electorate in the previous 
elections is also expected to 
have its impact on voters 
choice of candidates for the 
next legislature. 

In 1989, alleged government 
corruption and abuse of office 
heavily affected foe outcome 
of foe elections which were 
held months after Jordanians 
rioted against deteriorating liv- 
ing standards for which they 


blamed the policy of the gov- 
ernment. 

Accordingly, fiery slogans 
against foe status quo and 
opposition to its policies 
gained popularity among a dis- 
gruntled electorate, observers 
say. 

Four years later, people are 
more concerned with every day 
problems and according to the 
University of Jordan poll, foe 
first of its kind in the Kingdom, 
they want deputies who can 
address their immediate prob- 
lems and provide services. 

While some observers say 
this preference would work 
1 against the Islamists whose vic- 
tory was helped by broad slo- 
gans. others say that foe Islam- 
, 1st vote cannot be reduced to a 
protest vote. 

“It is an oversimplification 
of the reality in Jordan to 
reduce the Islamist vote to a 
protest vote,” says Director of 
the Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies Mustafa Hamameh, who 
supervised foe poll. 

“They have middle class 
support, a solid lock on a 
number of seats," he said. 
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Middle East News 


Clinton is confident peace 
could be achieved in Cyprus 


R " A 

' > f ‘ 


Washington (ap‘) — presi- 
dent Bill Hinton said after meet- 
ing the new president of Cyprus 
?riday “we have the best chance 

"e ve had in quite a long time” 
'or peaceful resolution of the 
dispute between Greek and Tor- 
I’Jsh Cypriots. 

President Glafcos derides said 
^irlier he saw a “glimpse of 
h?pe” for ending the 19-year 
itrpasse between the two com- 
munities of the island and in- 
tended to ask Mr. Clinton for a 
U.S. guarantee of a settlement 

After their meeting, Mr. Clin- 
ton said. “We want to do what we 
can to promote a good agreement 
there and we're going to be 
actively involved in working to- 
ward a peaceful settlement. The 
talks are just about to start again 
and I don't think I should say or 
do anything which could disrupt 
them." 

The two presidents met in adv- 
ance of Mr. derides' negotia- 
tions next week at the United 


Nations with Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. 

Mr. din ton also said, “I really 
appreciate the attitude he (der- 
ides) has taken, and 1 think that 
we have the best chance we've 
had in quite a long time to have a 
peaceful, successful completion 
of these talks.” 

The Greek Cypriot leader said 
he only came to attend the talks 
because he had received assur- 
ances that the U.N. Security 
Council will renew the mandate 
of the U.N. peacekeeping force 
on Cyprus for another six months 
on June IS. 

If the U.N. troops stationed 
along a “green line” separating 
zones controlled by the fending 
Turkish and Greek Cypriots pul- 
led out, it would have created “an- 
explosive situation” Mr. derides 
said. 

Countries providing troops; 
have threatened to withdraw 
them, citing lack of progress in 
the 19-year Cyprus negotiations 


and lack of funds. 

Mr. derides said the glimpse 
of hope he saw was the possible 
return by Turks of Varosha, a 


S-V 


beach area south of the port of 
Famagusta, as a “ confidence- 



'll. S. .^resident Bill Clinton (right) Friday meets with Cyprus President 
GSaSras Cis rides at the White House (AFP photo) 


9 Iraqis, 4 Saudis killed 


in dashes at Rafha camp 


RIYADH (AP) — The govern- 
ment disclosed Saturday that 13 
people were killed in a violent 
rissh between. Saudi security men 


2 nd Iraqi refugees in a camp near 
the Saudi-Iraqi border more than 
two months ago. 

Another‘12 Iraqis were injured 
ir. the March 9 riots, sparked by 
the Iraqis’ demand that the king- 
-dora open its borders to more 
refugees fleeing Iraq, the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said. 

It was the first official word of 
any disturbances at the Rafha 
camp, set up in 1990 for an 
estimated 45,000 Iraqi prisoners 
of war (PoWs) or Shi'ite Muslims 
who fled their country. 

Quoting an informed source, a 
euphemism for" a government 
Spokesman, the Saudi agency said 
the authorities withheld news of 
the riot until investigation was 
completed. 

It said refugees equipped with, 
“domestically manufactured 
swords and hatchets” gathered at' 
the gates of Rafha camp and 
began pelting Saudi guards, de- 
manding that infiltrators from 
Iraq be allowed into the camp. 

Despite a two-year-old Saudi 
decision not to allow any more 
Iraqis into the camp, authorities 
agreed to give women and chil- 
dren coming from Iraq sanctuary 
at Rafha, it said. 

“But they persisted in their 
violence against the guards and 
began trying to dislocate the peri- 
meter wires near the gate," the 
agency said. 

Fire engines poured water on 
tbs demonstrators seeking to dis- 
perse them, but when that failed 
guards fired in the air. 

Demonstrators inside the camp' 
then stormed a complex of build- 
ings housing education, medical, 
end administration offices. 

A refugee was shot in the 
shoulder as he tried to seize the 
weapon of a Saujfi guard, the 
ager.ry said. The Iraqis prevented 


an ambulance from reaching the 
wounded man. They also blocked 
Saudi volunteer teachers who 
tried to help Mm, and he bled to 
death. 

The demonstrators carried the 
body on their shoulders, and 
thousands of refugees then joined 
the rampage, smashing windows 
and setting cars and braidings on 
fire. 

In one of the buildings set 
alight four Saudis burned to 
death, the agency said. 

“At tins point, the (guards') 
command had to use force and 
fire m the air, while fire brigade 
cars fought the blaze. Three per- 
sons (demonstrators) died and 17 
were injured,” the agency said. 

Five of the injured demonstra- 
tors later died of their wounds, it 
said. 


Participants in the demonstra- 
tion later confessed that the riot 
was aimed to “force the Saudi 
authorities to allow the infiltra- 
tors that came across the interna- 
tional borders to join the camp,” 
the agency said. 

“Quoted die official source as 
saying that the incident would not 
affect tiie services extended to the 
refugees. But the sources also 
stressed that the government 
would not allow any acts that 
threaten ‘’order and security” at 
the camp. 

Some 7,000 of the camps’ resi- 
dents have been granted asylum 
in third countries and- would be 
leaving this year, according to 
recent statistics released by the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
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Famagusta, as a “confidence- 
bail ding measure” to spur prog- 
ress towards a political solution. 

Mr. derides said there are 
some indications the Turks might 
turn Varosha over to be policed 
and administered by U.N. troops 
pending a final settlement. 

'In the meantime the Greek 
Cypriot inhabitants of Varosha, a 
large chunk of the 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots who fled south durin g 
tiie invasion, could return to take 
possession of their homes, hotels, 
stores and restaurants. 

The lucrative resort area has 
, been kept by Turkish troops as an 
uninhabited ghost area, A bar- 
gaining chip for the Turkish Cyp- 
riots since Turkey invaded Cyp- 
rus in 1974, took the northern 
third of the island and s upp o r ted 
establishment of the breakaway 
Turkish' republic of northern 
‘ Cyprus, headed by Mr. De- 
nktash. 

For an overall solution of ter- 
ritorial, refugee and federal 
power-sharing issues derides said 
- he would ask Mr. Clinton to give 
a United States guarantee of tiie 
settlement in advance. 

As a guarantor power, tiie Un- 
ited States would have the obliga- 
tion to intervene to enforce tiie 
terms of a Cyprus agreement, 
such a role would have to be 
accepted by all parties. 

Mr. Clerides said such a 
guarantee would be “reassuring” 
for both sides. “I will certainly 
put that issue to President din- 
ton,” he said. 

He said the U.S. role is “para- 
mount” to a Cyprus solution be- 
cause of its influence with Tur- 
key. 
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Egyptian antiquity experts Tlaa 
the 'Giza Pyramids (AFP photo) 


Egyptians find 3,200- year-old tomb 


ABU SIR, Egypt (R) — 
- Archaeologists nave found a 


Iraq replaces 
vanishing 
change with 
banknotes 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's cen- 
' tral bank is issuing new small- 
denomination notes to replace 
coins, which have been dis- 
appearing from circulation be- 
cause they can be melted down to 
extract stiver. 

Baghdad newspapers have ac- 
cused smugglers, goldsmiths and 
even dentists of melting down the 
old coins. 

The dentists' union issued a 
denial Saturday that coins were 
being recycled into patients' 
teeth. “The silver in the coins 
cannot be used for fillings,” Dr. 
Gbatib Al Jassim, head of the* 
union, said. 

• Currency is a constant 
headache for Iraqi officials strug- 
gling against post-Gulf war infla- 
tion and the effects of U.N. trade 
sanctions. 


- Archaeologists have found a 
3,200-year-old underground 
tomb near the Pyramids of 
Giza and say it might be part 
*of an entire previously- 
unknown necropolis. 

“We are in front of a very 
big discovery,” the director 
of the Egyptian Antiquities 
Organisation (EAO), 
Mohammad Ibrahim Bakr, 
told reporters Saturday out- 
side the tomb, cut into a 
sand-covered slope of rock 
rising above the village of 
Abu Sir. 

The tomb consists of a 
limestone-paved courtyard 
and a room cut into the rock 
at one level and a series of - 
four chambers underneath 
Stretching deep into the de- 
sert hillside. It was built for a 
man named Nakh-Min. 
"overseer of chariots” and 
. “messenger to foreign lands” J. 
for the Pharoh Ramses II. 

Ramses the Great reigned 
for 67 years in the 13tb cen- 
tury B.C. during the new 
kingdom period of ancient 
Egypt, when the pharoah 
controlled a military empire 4 
stretching into what is now 
Jordan and Syria. 


The three pyramids of * 
Giza, 12 kilometres north- 
west of Abu Sir, and the 
pyramids and tombs of Sak- 
kara, just to the south, all 
belong to the much earlier 
oki kingdom, which began 
about 5,000 years ago. The 
area is just beyond die south- 
ern outskirts of Cairo. 

“It might be the beginning 
of tiie discovery of a whole 1 
necropolis in Abu Sir,” said 
one of the EAO archaeolog- 
ists working on the rite. "This 
is tiie first time to have new 
k in gdom tombs here.” 

Mr. Bakr said the tomb 
was discovered three weeks 
ago. Khaled Mohammad 
Abe Da. an EAO inspector at 
Sakkara, said villagers had 
found a hole leading to the 
upper-level room. 

The brick, mud and thatch 
bouses of Abu Sir are built 
.right up to the slope which 
concealed die tomb. 

“The police toW the in- * • ' 
spectorate that there are f 
some people stealing from • •. 
the place here. We did not ^b 
know whether there was a 
tomb here or not, so we 
decided to excavate the area 
and we were fortunate to find 


die tomb,” he said. 

The third of the four 
underground chambers, ab- . 
out four metres square and 
1.5 metres high, is decorated ' 
, with figures of animal-headed 
gods, representations of gate- 
ways and inscriptions from 
the “book of die Gates,” a 
book of spells to guide the 
soul through the underworld. 

Mr. Bakr said it was die 
first time the Book of the 
Gates had been found in a 
tomb in die Sakfcara-Giza 


area. 

The paintings are outlined 
in black on whitewashed plas- 
ter. They were not coloured 
in, as ancient Egyptian wall 
paintings usually are, and 
look unfinished. As if Nakh- 
Min died unexpectedly and 
the tomb had to be made 
ready in a hurry. 

The floor of the chamber is 
piled with rode which has.* 
collapse's Worn the ’xtibf 1 : 
above. Labourers are cutting 
wooden 'props to prevent ’ 
further collapses and clearing 
sand from other chambers. ■* 

The fourth chamber, 
beyond and below the third, 
is still hugely blocked with 
sand and rode. 


Some 1,456 refugees chose re- 
patriation after die end of the 
' 1991 Gulf war that ended Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait 

Most of the refugees are Shi’ite 
dissidents who tried to topple the 
Iraqi government after die Gulf 
war. 


Pre-war notes, trusted by users 
because they were printed abroad 
and harder to forge than newer 
locally produced bills, were with- 
drawn from circulation two* 
weeks ago. 

• A central bank statement car- 
ried by Baghdad newspapers on 
Saturday blamed the scarcity of 
coins on “suspicious elements us- 
ing the metal coins for purposes 
.other than money circulation to 
wreck the national economy.” 
The Defence Ministry news- 
paper Al Qadissiyab said: “The 
central bank has taken the neces- 
sary measures to check the phe- 
nomenon of the scarcity of small 
coins in circulation and in coop- 
eration with the concerned au- 
thorities.” 


MECCA (AP) — On behalf of 
King Fahd, Mecca Governor 
Prince Majed early Saturday led 
the ceremony of the washing of 
the Holy Kaaba, Islam’s holiest 
shrine around which the Grand 
Mosque of Mecca is built. 

The ceremony took place as 
customary on the first day of Zhul 
Hijja, the Islamic calendar month 


during which Muslims from 
around the world gather at Mecca 
for the annual Haj, the pilgrim- 
age that is one of the five pillars 
of the faith. 

The washing of the .Kaaba, 
known as “gjmri,” was attended 
by senior Saudi Arabian officials, 
accredited diplomats and some of 
the Muslims dignitaries who have 
arrived in Saudi Arabia to per- 
form Haj. 

So far more than 600,000 Mus- 
lims have arrived in the kingdom 
for the Haj. 


The number is increasing day 
by day with an average of 26,000 
arrivals daily by air through King 
Abdul Aziz International Airport* 
in Jeddah. Thousands of others 
arrive by sea or by land. 

Among those arriving by land 
are thousands of Iraqis through 
the kingdom’s northwestern bor- 


“The bank and the ministry of 
finance have told security organs 
to take the necessary measures to 
stop contemptible weaklings us- 

i -II Hl__! t. 


ing small change for illegal ends. 
Al Qadissiyah said. 


der crossing at Arar. Thousands 
of Libyans, whose country i 
under civil aviation embargo 
come through the Sinai by sea or 
land via Egypt. 

Iran’s ambassador to tiie Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference, 
Sabah Zmkanna, said his country 
will have 117,000 pilgrims this 
year. It will be among the largest 
contingents. Egypt will have 
75,000-80,000. 

The pilgrimage rituals climax 
on the ninth day of Zhul Hijja, 
this year coinciding with May 30, 
with 'the stand on Arafat, after 
which the Haj is considered vir- 
tually over. 

The final rituals, following the 
Prophet Mohammad’s footsteps 
1400 yeare ago, start on May 29 
with the ascent from Mecca to the 
outside plain of Mina, where the 
pilgrims will stay the night and 
proceed early morning next day 
to Arafat, which is about five 
kilometres (5.6 mules) away from 
Mma. 

The Kaaba is washed twice 
every year. Aside ffarn the Zhut- 
Ffijja one, it is also washed on the 
15th of Shaaban, which precedes 
the Ramadan month of dawn-to- 
dusk fasting. 

The ceremony entails washing 


, the floor of the str u ct u re with' 
water from zamzam, a nearby 
well which has been running since 
the days of Prophet Ismail. Cera- 
mic brooms and rose water are 
also used. 

The inside of the Kaaba -struc- 
ture is then incensed with frank- 
incense. Embedded in the side of 
the structure is the black stone 
dating to Prophet Abraham’s 
days. 

After the washing, the water 
was carried away in small buckets 
with pilgrims who crowded the 
grounds of the Grand Mosque 
rushing to get a drip of the liquid 
they see blessed, and chanting 
AHahu Akbar. 

The Kaaba was also Saturday 
dressed in its new Mack velvet 
kiswa, the outside covering dress. 

The kiswa is an i m pr e ssive ■ 
work of art done solely by Saudi 1 ' 
craftsmen in a factory specially 
built in Mecca for the purpose. It 
costs more than 17 millio n Saudi 
riyals ($4.5 million) and is made 
up of 47 different pieces of each 
14 metres long and 95 centimetres 
wide. 

Embroidered with verses from 
the Koran, the kiswa is intricately 
woven with gold and silver, 
threads. 
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Senator Introduce* bill on Libya unction* • 


WASHINGTON (AP) -AU.S. F^.j «*5*A£ 


who violate United waooni became of 

^Scs’ifthe 1!&9 trambmgof P*n 

sltsx a 

The new law would prevent any .comjW« J 

sanctions from doing any business in I United 

moose the fine for Amencans who '?**"£*“ 


MUa ir^ould increase 


who continue 10 wore m uvya - - — - r ., 

to Libya to $50,000 for misusing thetr passports. Mr. 
said in a statement that the State Department estimates there m 
about 500 Americans still working m {fe^J 

.industry. His bffl would also facilitate relocation in the Urated 
States of any person who helped prevent ‘nreonst 1 “8™* 

tiie United States or in the capture of a wanted tcrconM. Mr. 
Liberman, a Democrat, said he consulted with 
President Bill Clinton’s administration in drafting the legislation. 


Saudis announce Haj month 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia declared the start of the Muslim Holy 
Month of Dhul-Hijja Saturday, giving the go-ahead for the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca. The pilgrimage reaches its climax on May 30, 
the ninth day of the Muslim month when more than k ruIuoh 
white-robed pilgrims will gather at Mount Arafat — - the site where 
the Prophet Mohammad preached his last sermon 14 centuri es ago . 
Pilgrims then collect stones to throw at three monuments repre- 
senting Satan and the following day, May 31 , Muslims celebrate the 
start of TSid tfVl Adha (feast of sacrifice), their most sacred few. 


Crocodile goes missing in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Police are scouring Tel Aviv for a Nile 
crocodile after its owner reported him stolen, dangerous, and in 
treed of plenty of tender loving care*. "His bite tears off flesh,” 
owner Ami Dotan told the Associated Press, "but without proper 
care and feeding, he will die.” Tel Aviv police spokesman G*di 
Doron confirmed police were on the lookout for the 1 .20- met re 
crocodile, since Mr. Dotan reported the theft Thursday night. 


Police were considering publishing the croc’s photo in newspapers 
if it was not recovered by Sunday. The stolen crocodile was pan of i 
an exhibit for a tourism fair on Tel Aviv’s beach front. Mr. Dotan, * 


who runs a reserve which is home to 1,000 crocodiles in the Jordan 
Valley, said he discovered the theft when be noticed a tear in the 
exhibit fence. “It could have been anyone." ” Mr. Dotan said, 
“Thousands of people have asked me if they could buy one as a pet 
— of course they can't.” Mr. Dotan issued a warning saying the 
crocodile was dangerous over Israel's radio network. “If whoever 
stole him lets him loose cm the streets, there could be trouble,” he 
said. “Larger versions prey on lions and tigers.” 


•Kohl to fight against Arab boycott of Israel* 


NEW YORK (R) — German Chancetyor Helmut Kohl has told i 
Jewish leaders that he will lead a drive to have the European 
Community (EC) states bar compliance with the Arab boycott of ! 
Israel, the World Jewish Congress (WJC) said Fridav. Reporting 
on a private metug that Mr. Kohl recently bad with WJC President 


Edgar Bronfman and German Jewish leader Ignatz Bubis in Bonn, 
a WJC spokesman said Germany this month instituted strinoent 


a WJC spokesman said Germany this month instituted stringent 
regula ti o n s that bar German companies from complying with the 
boycott. “Kohl also said that he vml seek similar regulations within 
the EC that bar compliance with tiie Arab boycott,” the spokes- 
1 man said. He added that -the Clinton administration has told tire I 
WJC that tiie United : States at -this summer's Group of Seven 
i meeting of industrial pothers in Japan will seek a statement barring 
compliance with tiie boycott. The German regulations which went 
into effect on May 1 bur German companies from issuing so-called 
boycott declarations, statements requested by Arab countries that 
companies are neither trading with Israel nor trading with 
companies that trade with Israel. The United States has had i . 
similar law in effect for the last dozen years. I 


Kaaba washed in traditional ceremony 


2 killed while planting bomb In Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Two guerrillas were killed Saturday when 
a bomb blew upas they tried to plant in Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone in South Lebanon, security sources said. They said the 
pre-dawn explosion occurred on a road near the village of Debd 
in; foe western sector of the “security zone.” The sources, 
yttitopgOT comhhon of anonymity, said the guerrillas apparently 
hadm^ted mto thezone during the night to plant thTbomb. i 
Their identities and affiliation were not immediately known, j 

US, forces treating Somalia veterans for malaria ! 


WASHINGTON (AP) — About 40 U.S. army soldiers and 

“ untr T have come down with malaria 
^ ,n . SoTnaha , officials said Friday. AH are 
uemg treated with primaquine, a medicine desiom««i t « 


„ tr,nt. ri° ~.r ~ J saw rnday. All are 

trC ? te d y Wlti ? jP™ n ”n nn c. a medicine designed to eradicate 


United State ITnc uiaguw**! alter return to the 

U '^ sc ™k* People were treated ~ all 

°* ma * ana vmfle they were still in Somalia 
accordmetothelT S ArmvU M i»kc _• v, . *? oomaua, 


■TTT r f l , , „ m maiana while they were still in Somalia 
£^8totbe US. AnnyHealth Servi^tommSS.^Zi 

*agnoscd at Fort Drum, New York 

Nortfa C^rolma and Georgia also contracted the disease which is a 
parasitic infection transmitted bv the hire ^ T^L**™* * 


: in^tfon ttansr 5tted by 


-a* rar.s 

Bahop . ytomm far the rmy 

bordering, as a precaution, giving anti-malaria treatment to^all 

participated in the Somalia hun^SSrian 

part of a United Nations peacekeeping force All .'^ nia,n “ 

P I ?? e 2 tatlve measures, to ward off 
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, ! HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

|J»H! - 

&SjJi Princess Basma to inspect Mafraq 

tot^l N (P®tra) — Her RoyaJ Highness Princess Basma Sunday 

'ess? 1 ‘ ^ Mafraq governor* te to inspect social development 

cotlO u, !< ^ s , to *^ e villages of llm Niam, Buweidaa, Hawamdeh, 
^ir_ .? S i tj 1 ant ^ Sirhan. She will be acc ompa nied by Minister of 
,gdj ^ 3 ° cia! Development Amin Awad Mashaqbeh. 

’ Njj ^ rlnce Abdullah visits PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Bin AI 
Ksetn Saturday called at the Public Security Department (PSD) 
na met with Major General Abdul Rahman Al Udwan, the 
, 0? %]| apartment director, in his office. The Prince also met with senior 

police officers and the PSD inspector general. 

JV Arab Geographers thank Crown Prince 

* A 1 AN1MAN (Petra) — Saturday participants in the Arab meeting 

«alj on Geographic Information and Remote Sensing which concluded 

'p Amman last week sent a cable to His RoyaJ Highness Crown 
I rnnee Hassan, thanking him for his patronage of their meeting 
his directives. They also voiced their pride in Jordan's* 
i leadership and people and thanked them for the hospitality they 
lQ1 Hah were accorded during their stay in Amman. 

fi?j Abu Jaber meets with PLO’s Abed Rabbo 

mjji^ 

t Ydj- AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber Saturday 
W ™ et with member of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) ( 

s terl ■' Executive Committee Yasser Abed Rabbo who conveyed to him 
'faietft ? messa S e addressed to His Majesty King Hussein from Palestine 
d fea ' ' eader Yasser Arafat. The message deals with the developments 
in the Middle East peace process. Dr. Abu Jaber. and Mr. Abed 
Rabbo exchanged views on the outcome of the ninth round of 
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations and preparations for the next 
. rounds. The meeting was attended by the Palestinian Ambassador 

* Jk. to Jordan. 

■ "“8 

[ ^ Minister says Saudi government providing ail pilgrims' needs 

JEDDAH (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
•Hnaic Izzeddin Al Khatib Al Tamimi, who is at present in Saudi Arabia 

• % at the head of the Jordanian pilgrimage delegation, Saturday met 

with his Saudi counterpart. Sheikh Abdul Wahab Abdul Wase\ 
*[Unof| The two ministers discussed issues related to the pilgrimage to 
Puna. 1 - Mecca and Medina, as well as facilities and services extended by 
5 bid® ; the Saudi government to the pilgrims. Sheikh Tamimi said 
« 4t following the meeting that ail official delegations leading pilgrims 

^ ad in Saudi Arabia received from the Saudi government all their 

'Sipd ; needs and demands. 

iV 1B£ fc • ' 

: .Valley office begins 8-day health education 

iNe.'fc ! 

: I'JORTH SHUNEH. The Jordan Valley (Petra) — The northern 

■ Jordan Valley district Social Development Department Saturday 
raef ! embarked on a health and social education programme in various 

; parts of the district. The Director of the department said the 
has lot ; .programme, which is being implemented in cooperation with the 
uickt • ^Mother and Child Care Centres in the region, the United Nations* 
new? ■ Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) and 

eponr ’ charity societies, will deal with issues ranging from social 

■ integration to begging. He added that the eight-day programme 
m Biffl ■ W 'H 3)50 include lectures which will shed light on the role of 

; charitable societies, their purposes and goals in the society, the 
w ■ objectives of the National Aid Fund (NAF), disabilities, child 

r<w jT I ;care, nutrition and birth control. 

; Amman education office honours King . 

■t S«r ■ AMMAN (Petra) — The ; Greater Amman First Education 

i bams . ’Department Saturday organised a celebration marking the 4flth ‘ 

udiuer ; anniversary of his Majesty King Hussein’s assumption of his 

ttH-sfe ; I constitutional powers and Independence Day, which fails on May 

me* fc • '25. The celebration included dances and songs, poetry recitals and 

m? ** • theatrical shows. In observance of the two occasions, the 

» had * . ? Kufranja Sports Club in Ajloun district also organised a celebra- 

- lion which included speeches, national songs and dances and 
sports events. 

ion 

Zarqa honours King with exhibits 

tn*bf 

■ VfB nT ZARQA (Petra) — An exhibition of books and handicrafts -was 

>a«lK opened Saturday at the Al Hashimiyah Vocational Training 

.YfDck Centre in Za.qa. The exhibition, held in observance of the 40th 

' Hiufra anniversary of His Majesty King Huioein’s assumption of consti- 

lutional powers, includes cultural, religious, scientific, economic 
' j^of and political books, in addition to photos of King Hussein’s 

m meetings with heads of state and visits to* Jordanian cities and 

army units. The exhibition also includes works by students at the 
ilarfi! centre. Another exhibition of plastic arts was opened Saturday in 

10 Mus’ab Basic School in Ramtha city. 

Birth control group advises residents of Sahab 

l0l ^ SAHAB (Petra) — A mobile clinic operated by the Jordanian 

‘rnFi Binh Control Society Saturday organised a free medical advice 

irr J ^ day in Sahab. Lecturing doctors spoke to the local residents about 
Soffit the in, P° rtance of birth spacing and child diseases. 

^ Egyptian petrochemical team tours industries 

t^ f AMMAN (Petra) — A team of workers representing the 

**:; petrochemical industries in Egypt Saturday toured several indus- 

bw 11 tries and met with union leaders. The team, whose members will 

later hold talks with Jordanian workere union leaders, were also 
accompanied on tours of archaeological sites. 

. jiff 1 ' 

Engineers to attend water workshop in Libya 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) 
rrmfif' w iH participate in a workshop on water sources in the Arab World 

dirt** scheduled to start in Tripoli, Libya Monday. The JEA will be 

\: u '^ represented at the three-day workshop by engineers Mohammad 

t Abu Taha and Ali Al Khalil. The workshop, according to Mr. 

\\ AJ' Abu Taha, will discuss water projects in the Arab World, dams, 

wa*ar pumping projects and the preparation of an atlas on water 
.. the Arab World. He said the Jordanian delegation will submit 
• io the workshop two working papers on water sources and uses. 

^ ! 4 and the water recycling projects in Jordan. 

„ii» i! Jordan to attend ILO conference in Geneva 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions will lake part in the meetings of the W«h 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) conference which will 
open in Geneva June 1 . The ctinference, expected to last for three 
.ir"* 1 ' weeks, will discuss union freedoms, workforce movements and 

international conventions on labour-related issues. 


Arab-German trade group chief outlines ways to boost commerce 


AMMAN (Petra) — Luthar 
Spaeth, head of the Arab- 
German Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, Saturday met 
with officials from the Jordanian 
public and private sectors and 
called for further bolstering of 
Jordanian -German trade and in- 
dustrial cooperation. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Industry and Trade Minister 
Abdullah Ensour, Mr. Spaeth 
said the two countries can boost 
their trade balance through joint 
investments in small and medium 
size industrial projects and an 
increase in reciprocal flow of 
national products. 

He also said that Jordan and 
Germany can promote coopera- 
tion in the transfer of technology 
and in economic fields. 

Regarding the Middle East. 
Mr. Spaeth said Germany sup- 
ports efforts for the settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict on the 
basis of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

Mr. Spaeth, who arrived here 
Friday on a three-day visit to 
Jordan, reviewed with Dr. En- 
sour bilateral trade and prospects 
for boosting industrial trade and 
scientific and cultural coopera- 
tion. 

Dr. Ensour outlined the King- 
dom’s incentives to encourage 
foreign investors and urged Ger- 
many to import more Jordanian 
national products to help adjust 
the balance of trade which, he 
said, is heavily in favour of Ger- 


many. 

The minister said that this can 
be done through raising Bonn’s 
imports of Jordanian phosphate 
and potash. 

Referring to developments in 
the past years. Dr. Ensour said 
the standard of living in Jordan 
took a turn downwards as a result 
of the wars and the sudden waves 
of expatriates and migrants arriv- 
ing in the Kingdom. 

But he voiced Jordan’s grati- 
tude to Germany for helping to 
support the Kingdom's national 
economy over the past decades. 

Under agreements signed in 
1960 upgraded in 1974, Germany 
and Jordan concurred on econo- 
mic cooperation and the protec- 
tion of investors’ capitals in either 
country. 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said Jordan last year im- 


d us tries, as well as in communica- 
tions and health fields. 

Mr. Abu Hassan met earlier 
with the German official who 
praised German-Jordanian eco- 
nomic relations over the past 
three decades. 

Dr. Spaeth stressed that he 
intended to gather more informa- 
tion on Jordanian industry and 
the Kingdom’s investments and 
economic system. 

Urging the private and public 
sectors in Jordan to promote 
German-Jordanian cooperation 
in economic fields. Dr. Spaeth 
said Jordan was eligible to play a 
prominent economic role in the 
region because of its proximity to 
Europe and its central geog- 
raphical location. 

Mr. Spaeth pledged that the 
Arab-German Industrial and 
Commercial Chamber of Industry 


ported JD 153.518,500 worth of _ will play a major role in providing 
German products and sold Ger- " Jordanian exporters with in- 


many JD 1,005,400 worth of 
Jordanian products. 

Discussions of Jordanian- 
German trade and economic 
cooperation also took place at a 
meeting between Mr. Spaeth and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker in the presence of Dr. 
Ensour and Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, the president of die Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

The two sides reviewed ways to 
promote industrial and trade 
cooperation and areas where Jor- 
dan can benefit from German 
expertise in light and heavy in- 


formation and data about Euro- 
pean. markets. 

He urged the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry to dispatch a team 
to Germany soon, to follow up on 
the present discussions and to 
examine German and European 
markets. 

Following the initial talks, Mr. 
Spaeth and his delegation 
gathered with Jordanian 
businessmen for the first work- 
shop during which they con- 
ducted a general review of local 
and German markets, prospects 
for exporting Jordanian products 



! HER ROYAL Highness Princess Sarvath Al 
H»«g»n Saturday opens an exhibition of paint- 
ings by plastic artist Rafiq Al Lahham at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. The exhibition, enti- 
tled “The 40th Exhibit;'’ includes 80 paintings 
I de pleting h uman suffering, nature and Islamic 
i manuscripts and ornamentations. The opening 
i ceremony of the exhibition, which will last 
I until the end of the month, was attended by 


Minister of Culture Mahmoud AI Samra. Mr. 
Lahham, who is one of the founders of the 
Jordanian Plastic Artists Association and the 
Arab Plastic Artists Federation, has won 
several awards, including the 1991 State Arts 
Award and the 1992 Plastic Artists Award. He 
was presented in 1981 with the Golden Shield 
and Medal of the Arab Plastic Artists Federa- 
tion (Petra photo) 



A busy day at one of Jordan's health clinks (File photo) 

UNICEF praises Jordan’s efforts 
in childcare, health protection 


AMMAN (J.T.) — UNICEF 
(the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund) Saturday praised 
Jordan's efforts in child care 
and child health protection 
noting that the Kingdom was 
among the first few countries 
to endorse the 1991' United 
Nations Convention on 
Child’s Rights. 

UNICEF senior official 
Nihad Kanawati told a semi- 
nar on child care, organised 
by the agency at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel, that through 
its diligent efforts over the last 
two decades, Jordan has been 
i able to sharply reduce its in- 
( fant mortality rates. 

The seminar was called to 
examine the results of a recent 
survey conducted by UNICEF 
in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Health to determine the 


level of nutrition among 
Jordanian children under five 
years of age. 

The survey was conducted 
on a random sample of 800 
children from Jordan’s va- 
rious govemorates, according 
to UNICEF sources. 

Jordan has been able to 
make major achievements in 
health areas despite difficult 
political and economic cir- 
cumstances facing the country 
since 1989 and the sudden 
increase in its population from 
the forced return of more than 
300,000 Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates from 
the Gulf placing additional 
burdens on the health ser- 
vices, said Ms. Kanawari, 
UNICEFs senior programme 
officer. 

According to Mamoun 





\\>5< 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Saturday re- 
ceives at the Royal Court Luthar Spaeth, bead 
of the Arab-German Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce to review German-Jordanian coop- 
eration and current efforts for further increas- 
ing German investments in Jordan and the 
transfer of German technology to the King- 
dom. Mr. Spaeth paid tribute to King Hus- 
sein’s efforts to enhance democracy in Jordan 


and said he was impressed with the Kingdom’s 
accomplishments in economic fields. Industry 
and Trade Minister Abdullah Ensour, Presi- 
dent of the Amman Chamber of Industry 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan and President of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce Mohammad 
Asfour were present at the audience (Petra 
photo) 


Maabreh of the Health Minis- 
try, the survey was conducted 
in order to compare nutrition- 
al levels among children with 
international standards and 
also to determine the social 
and economic effects on the 
general health and nutrition 
of Jordanian children. 

The health ministry 
announced recently that in- 
fant mortality rates dropped 
in Jordan from 67 per 1,(XX) 
live births to 37 per 1,1X10. 

Health Minister Arcf Al 
Bataineh addressed the ses- 
sion, noting that malnutrition 
was plaguing 2(1 per cent of 
the world's population, main- 
ly women and children. 


to Europe, questions related to 
standards and specifications and 
other economic and trade-related 


Jordan, 

Morocco 

to reduce 

duty on 

specific 

items 

traded 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Moroccan joint 
economic committee, which 
last week ended a meeting in 
Rabat, agreed on partial and 
full exemptions of customs 
duty on defined lists of com- 
modities produced and ex- 
changed between both coun- 
tries. 

The Jordanians and Moroc- 
cans will now exchange lists of 
products they wish to have 
exempted from duty accord- 
ing to the agreement, said 
Mar wan Awad. secretary 
genera! of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

The two sides also agreed to 
a number of steps to be taken 
mutually, to facilitate parti- 
cipation of businesses in trade 
fairs held in Morocco and 
Jordan and the formation of a 
follow up committee to pur- 
sue the implementation of 
agreements, said Mr. Awad. 

m 

He said the committee also 
decided to study proposals 
prepared by a task force that 
met in Amman in December 
last year, pertaining to prom- 
oting means of transporting of 
goods. 

In industry, the two sides 
agreed that Jordan would be- 
nefit from Moroccan hand- 
icraft industries and Morocco 
will provide Jordan with ex- 
perts to organise training 
programmes in handicraft 
techniques. 

Also, the two sides agreed 
on promoting cooperation in 
tourism-related fields, in im- 
plementation of a 1978 tour- 
ism protocol. 

The joint committee de- 
cided to hold another meeting 
in July in Amman, according 
to Mr. Awad. 


L 


Yemeni envoy says Jordan’s democratisation 
is a model to be followed in Arab World 


IAMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni 
■Ambassador to Jordan Ali Abu 
^Lahhqum Saturday described tljK 
democratisation process in Jor- 
dan as a model that should /be 
i followed in the Arab World. - ex- 
pressing his hope that the Arab 
states will take more steps \h the 
direction of democracy on the 
'basis of political freedom yf>lural- 
;jsm, respect for human rights and 
'public participation in decision- 
-making. 

. In an interview with the Jordan 
■News Agency, Petra, pn the occa- 
sion of the third anniversary of 


Abu Lahhoum praised His 
Majesty King Hussein’s and the 
Jordanian people’s support for 
Yemen in its democratisation 
process and its building of a 
modem state. 

He stressed the closeness of 
Jordanian- Yemeni relations in all 
fields, saying they reflect the de- 
sire of the two peoples to enhance 
bilateral cooperation between 
them within a democratic 
framework. 

The Yemeni envoy called for 
developing inter-Arab relations 
and bolstering pan-Arab coop- 


die unification of - Yemen, Mr.- eration and underlined that soli- 


darity among Arab countries was 
the only means to rid the Arab 
Nation of its deteriorating status 
quo. 

Democracy in Yemen, as it is 
in Jordan, is an affirmation of the 
public participation in the 
decision-making process and is 
considered a cultural achieve- 
ment for the Arab World, Mr. 
Abu Lahhoum said. 

He added that democracy can 
be taken as the first step in 
overcoming difficulties facing the 
nation and challenges obstructing 
its renaissance. 


The ambassador outlined the 
duties of the current Yemeni 
'parliament and said Yemen is at 
present seeking to create a con- 
sultative council to form, with the 
elected house of parliament, a 
national assembly which will elect 
the Yemeni president in the fu- 
ture, in accordance with a demo- 
cratic constitution. Under this 
doctrine, the Yemeni president 
will be allowed to serve up to two 
five-year terms. 

New amendments to the con- 
stitution will be introduced u> 
serve that purpose, he said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
lime and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

'it Art exhibition entitled “Fragments: Weavings and Works on 
Paper” by Kevin A. Hluch and Margaret M. Hlucb at the 
American Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Patrice Pain at the French Cultural Centre. 
A- Armenian miniature exhibition adapted by Clara Metzhago- 
pian at the British Council. 

it Exhibition of sculptures by Artist Abdul Hayy Musaltam at 
Baled na Art Gallery. 


FILM 

1975 feature entitled “Dog Day Afternoon* 
American Centre (130 minutes). 


Mr. Spaeth met later with 
Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz 
and discussed economic relations. 
They reviewed ways to encour- 


age German companies to set up 
joint ventures with Jordanian 
businessmen in the Kingdom and 
Jordan’s exports to Germany. 
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The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) expects to complete its 
rural area electrification projects by year end 1994 (file photo) 

6 firms win tenders for 
rural power projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan installation of S.tXX) poles to carry 
Electricity Authority (JEA) cables extending 450 kilometres. 
Saturday announced that six ten- 

ders worth JD 2 million have r . J* 16 ‘■'ectnfication project in 
been awarded to local firms to set * ,e r U / a I ",N f - 

networks of medium voltage elec- WI J CC £ I JD million, 

trie power that will benefit 2JK landing for the projea .s being 

villages and settlements with a “PP ,cm f" tcd by the additional one 

total population of about 75.000 fi,s k,1 ° walt Icvicd 

residents. consumers since last year. 

JEA director General Moham- Mr. Arafeh said at -least 500 
mad Arafeh said the project is engineers, technicians and work- 
part of a general elect rifi cut ion ers will be needed to carry out 
scheme, covering 450 villages and this project, 
settlements in the rural area as He added that the end of 199.1 
originally announced by the gov- will see the electrification of at 
eminent last year. least 200 villages and settlement’s 

Next month the JEA will and complete electrification of 
announce other tenders for laying the country is expected by ti e 
low voltage networks and for the end of 1994, 
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at 6 p.m. at the 


IN GRATITUDE 

With all their love am! (hanks Fouad and Abla Sayegh ' 
extend tit 

MISS RULA C. NABEEL & MISS RACHEL THOMAS 

their heartiest gratitude for the grand piano recital 
they gave last Wednesday the 19th of May on the 
fourth memorial of 

LOUAI SAYEGH 

The grand performance and the noble music surpas- 
sed the bounds of time, and quickened the moment 
with the mystical essence of the eternal world of 
beauty where all, who believe, will dwell with their 
beloved into eternity. 

Fouad and Abla, as well, extend their deepest 
appreciation to all who shared with them the occa- 
sion, and endowed the evening with a smile to 
remember inspitc of the continuum of sorrow and 
grief. 
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Now Israeli referendums 
override international laws? 


THE ISRAELI people could very well be divided over 
the issue of withdrawal from the occupied Arab 
territories. The radicals among them would contend 
that the West Bank and Gaza are parts of “greater 
Israel” and the Palestinians living there are aliens who 
ultimately should be evicted and expelled. The moder- 
ates would not min d p ulling out of the occupied 
territories, or most of them, and would like to see the 
Palestinians gain their national rights. That, however, 
does not give the Israelis the licence to decide the 
future of the occupied territories either in a referen- 
dum or otherwise. International law that overrides all 
other national laws or national will has resolved that 
Israel should withdraw from the occupied territories. 

The Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, might 
hope that by holding a referendum the Israelis might 
say yes to withdrawal. That might be the result and it 
might not. But the fact remains that such a referen- 
dum is illegal from an international point of view. 
There is no pretext other than Israel’s claim that the 
occupied Palestinian lands were “disputed lands.” 
And even and when that is the case, it is not the Israelis 
— the occupiers — who should be polled whether or 
not they should withdraw, but the Palestinians, the 
owners of the land and its inhabitants for hundreds of 
years. Of course it is more than obvious that the 
Palestinians want the Israeli occupation to end and it 
has cost them dearly in blood to get their message 
through to the Israelis and the entire world. It is 
therefore highly immoral ofRafain to intend to.poil the; 
Israelis on the issue. 

Mr. Rabin does not need a mandate to withdraw 
from the West Bank and Gaza, the mandate is 
embodied in U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 and all the 
other pertinent resolutions including 181, which origi- 
nally partitioned Palestine between Palestinians and 
Jews. It is therefore incumbent on Palestinians, Arabs 
and the U.N. to oppose such an Israeli move. 

What Mr. Rabin should be doing, for which he got a 
mandate from the Israeli people, is pressing ahead for 
peace and for complete withdrawal. This last chance 
for peace need not be wasted for the £ake of internal 
Israeli politics. The interests of the Israeli people and 
the peoples of the whole region do not depend on who 
is in power in Israel. Nor does it depend on the narrow 
interests of the Israelis themselves. The choice of peace 
should not be left for radicals, either on this or that 
side. What is needed are bold policies and bold 
decisions. The march for peace has already been 
started. It should not be derailed for whatever reason. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


EVERY TIME the Palestinians and the other Arabs try to 
increase efforts to reach peace. Israel steps up its repression in the 
, occupied Arab lands and hardens its position at the negotiating 
table, said Al Dustour daily Saturday. To be noticed also, is the 
fact that Israel's malpractices trend to intensify during the peace 
sessions, something which was particularly apparent during the 
ninth round of talks, to whose failure contributing, the paper 
noted, ft seems that Israel still lacks understanding of the fact that 
violence and oppression can only breed violence, frustration and 
desperation, said the paper. The Israelis have already tried their 
futile malpractices in a bid to stifle the intifada, but these practices 
have all ended in failure, said the daily. Nothing short of respect 
for the Palestinian people's human rights and the right to 
self-determination can satisfy the Palestinians or end the intifada, 
added the paper. Israel's present policies, which are backed by its 
allies, do riot help end the violence in the region, and Israel's 
intransigence at the negotiating table can by no means bring Israel 
closer to the Arab states, stressed the paper. It said that the 
Palestinian people would not stop the intifada as a price to be paid 
for peace which does nto take into account an exchange for land 
for the full implementation of U.N. resolutions on the Palestine 
problem. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour daily commented on a statement 
by the head of The Palestinian delegation to the peace talks. Dr. 
Haidar Abdul Shaft, noting that the man has justly demanded a 
suspension of the Arab- Israeli talks as they are heading nowhere. 
Being a Gazan, besieged like his fellow Gazans by the Israeli 
troops and living a miserable life due to (he continued repression 
and occupation. Dr. Abdul Shaft's demands are justified as they 
reflect his deep frustration, said Taher Al Udwan. Hie writer said 
that while the Arabs will continue discussions on whether to 
participate in the next session, once the Eid Al Adha is over, the 
U.S. would be exercising new pressures on the Arab governments 
to return to the negotiating table with Israel and making new 
empty promises to them. It would be most reasonable for the 
PLO to respond favourably to Dr. Abdul Shaft's demands simply 
because the nine sessions have all proved futile, the writer said. It 
has to be mentioned that by its previous consent to participate in 
the talks, the PLO had exposed itself to severe criticism by its 
friends and opponents alike, said the writer. He said that should 
the PLO go to the 10th session, it would no doubt risk losing 
Palestinian people's support, as long as the head of the delegation 
is demanding a suspension of the negotiations, the writer said, 
such a call is worth considering by the PLO leadership because 
Dr. Abdul Shaft is in a position to know if the talks were achieving 
progress or not, the writer pointed out. He said that since the 
ninth session was a fiasco, thanks to the U.S. empty and false 
promises, there is no reason for any Arab party to involve itself in 
further discussions with Israel. 


When peace 

is water under 
the bridge 


By Robert Fisk 

THE LITANI River, southern 
Lebanon — four Lebanese sol- 
diers guard the bridge over the 
Litani. Beneath its concrete sup- 
ports and below die wreckage of 
the iron railway bridge the 
Israelis destroyed in 1976, there 
froths one of the great rivers of 
antiquity, mentioned in the books 
of the Egyptian 19th Dynasty, 
known to the ancients as the 
Leontes, muddy and dark, wast- 
ing itself in the Mediterranean. 
Waste being the operative word. 

In spring the Litani is a tor- 
rent, pouring through the valley 
below Beaufort Castle, sloshing 
through the front lines of Israeli 
occupation troops and Lebanese 
soldiers, racing through the 
orchards north of Tyre before 
exhausting itself in the sea. No 
wonder foe Israelis watch this 
river with so much desire; no 
wonder the Lebanese army 
guards it so jealously. In any 
Middle East peace treaty, the 
name Litani will be almost as 
important as the signatures. 

Already its flow and precipita- 
tion is being calculated by foe 
nations that may benefit from its 
waters in the aftermath of peace. 
Lebanon produces 10 billion 
cubic metres of water a year, 
enough to satisfy threefold the 
total annual water deficiency of 
Syria, Jordan and Israel. 
Lebanese water, in the opinion of 
one of the country’s economists, 
Marwan Iskandar, represents foe 
single most important potential 
for technical cooperation be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis if — if 

— their 45-year conflict comes to 
a formal end. 

It is easy to identify the econo- 
mic consequences of peace. Syria 
could sell oil and gas to Israel at 
world market prices, Israel could 
sell its agricultural technology to 
Syria, while a future Palestinian 
state — if that is what c, Lu be 
bom — may develop a fishing 
industry in Gaza linked to a new 
agricultural and industrial base in 
the West Bank, not to mention 
(as Israelis already know) a cheap 
labour market. The World Bank. 
Harvard University and the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy are already working on pfefls 
for the cooperation of Israel -with 
the three remaining frontline 
Arab states and a Palestinian 
“entity”. 

The optimism that drifts 
across from the peace talks in 
Washington — from the Israelis. 
Jordanians and Syrians rather 
than the Palestinians — may be 
illusory. Whatever concessions 
the Israelis appear to make in 
Washington, their army’s repres- 
sion in Gaza — and their previous 
covert assistance to the fim- 
' damentalists in an attempt to 
counter Yasser Arafat's influence 

— is fuelling a civil war between 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and foe Islamic 
resistance movement Hamas, a 
conflict that might provide a con- 
vincing excuse for refusing to 
leave the West Bank. 

When Israel retreated from the 
Chouf mountains and then Sidon, 
its arming of both Christian and 
Dnize militias produced just such 
a dvil war in Lebanon. And 
without a Palestinian settlement, 
there will be no peace in the 
Middle East, no matter bow 
many signatures are scribbled 
across a treaty. 

Nevertheless, it may be time 
for all sides to look at the econo- 
mic opportunities and disappoint- 
ments peace would bring. For 
Israel, an end of foe Arab boycott 

— which Israel claims has cost it 
more than $40bn. For Palesti- 
nians, an end to oppression and 
foe start oif international Palesti- 
nian trade. 

For Israel and Syria, a massive 
reduction in the military — 20 per 
cent of Israel's population is cur- 
rently in the armed forces; 10 per 
cent of Syria’s. The massive fore- 
ign debts of Israel ($34bn), Syria 
(S20bn) and Jordan (SlObn) are 
largely defence costs. The United 
States will probably exercise its 
usual generosity by wiping out 
Israel's debt, and Syria may get 
away with repaying only half its 
bills to foe former Soviet Union 


'and Eastern Europe. 

Israel could sell fruit and flow- 
ers to its Arab neighbours. Yet 
the entire agricultural balance of 
the region could be changed if 
Lebanese water were husbanded. 
According to Mr. Iskandar, 
Lebanon could — with new dams 
and electricity generating stations 
and billions of dollars of invest- 
ment — irrigate large areas of 
Syria. Israel and Jordan and pro- 
vide itself, Syria and Israel with 
electrical power. 

With a blindness typical of 
U.S. policy towards the region in 
the mid-Eighties. the Centre for 
Strategic and Internationa] Stu- 
dies, a Washington think-tank, 
examined the Middle East's wa- 
ter resources foe failed to include 
Lebanon, on foe grounds that it 
had enough water and was any- 
way “politically unsettled”. 
Needless to say, foe study in- 
cluded Iraq, although Saddam 
Hussein was then waging war 
against Iran. 

Syria’s new tourist agreements 
with Lebanon — bus tours 
already take visitors from Beirut 
to the Roman ruins of Palmyra in 
Syria — could be extended to 
Jordan and on to the new Pales- 
tine and Israel. But Israel may 
And itself disappointed by the 
fruits of peace. It is unlikely to 
reap much benefit from the oil 
and gas industries when Western 
conglomerates control so much of 
the Gulfs resources. 


“Lebanon pro- 
duces 10 billion 
cubic metres of wa- 
ter a year 9 enough 
to satisfy threefold 
the total annual 
water deficiency of 
Syria , Jordan and 
Israel." 

Israeli banks could have diffi- 
culty competing with the big in- 
ternational Arab-Jewish bankers 
(who already demonstrate bow 
well foe two peoples can work, 
together icljjiancej. Textiles in 
Syria are cheaper than in Israel. 
Let&nese -wme is incomparably 
better than Israeli wine. As Mr. 
Iskandar points out, Israel pro- 
duces the - best surgical instru- 
ments and its competence in cut 
diamonds is undeniable. But who 
will want to buy its sophisticated 
weaponry? 

There are suspicions, too, 
among the Arabs that the dimen- 
sions of “peace", could be greater 
that any of them realise. A Syrian 
journalist, cynical enough to re- 
quire anonymity, believes that 
post-peace development prog- 
rammes would be regional rather 
than Arab-lsraeli. “You’re going 
to find the Americans win want to 
bring in Turkey, their new police- 
man to the north. They want 
Turkey to control Iraq. Turkey 
controls the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates, which run into Syria and 
Iraq. Then Iraq will want to be 
involved, politically if not econo- 
mically. What will this mean?" 

And who will want to invest in 
the Middle East if the gale force 
winds of the Islamic revival make 
the signatures on any peace treaty 
irrelevant? Lebanon, with its 
large Christian community and 
cosmopolitanism, may have rid- 
den foe Islamic storm successful- 
ly. Syria resolved it “satisfactori- 
ly”, in the words of the Syrian 
journalist, in the bloody 1982 
repression of the Hamas rebels 
who wanted to turn Syria into an 
Islamic republic. 

But is Jordan safe? Is “Pales- 
tine”? And what about Egypt, 
whose earlier peace treaty 
yielded so few dividends? Will 
the Arabs who sign up for peace 
have to deal as ruthlessly with 
their Islamidsts as Syria did? 

Which raises the dark suspicion 
that if tike Arab regimes at peace 
with Israel were “de- 
Islamictsed”, there might be the 
makings of a future Arab-lsraeli 
alliance. Who against but Iran? Is 
that what the “peace” talks in 
Washingtong are leading to? — 
The Independent. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Bv Dr. Kahed Al 


Imposition of sales tax is inevitable 

* . . tviU decline. They •»« & h *™ c 


After the successful encounter on Jordan Television with Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh, aired last Tuesday evening, the out- 
spoken opponents of foe sales tax, who filled the atmosphere with 
their noise in the name of the poor, the limited-income groups, 
the local industries and the consumers, found themselves in a real 
embarrassing situation similar to a political and intellectual 
scandal. 

■ Mr. Jardaneh is known to be extremely truthful. Even his 
policy opponents never doubted his credibility. What be said in 
the interview was very simple and straight forward. Following are 
the main points: 

— The sales tax is not a new or additional tax, it is merely an 
improved and reformed version of the consumption tax which is 
currently in force. 

— Replacing the current consumption tax by the sales tax will 
not cause any net increase in the tax burden payable by the 
people; if anything, the end result is a net reduction. 

— The application of the sales tax and the abolishing of the 
consumption tax wiQ not result in any increase in the cost of living 
•index or, for that matter, cause a net rise in the level of prices in 
the country. 

— The sales tax will expand the base of the tax to indude some 
26 new commodities, most of whicb are nonessential or luxurious. 
Only seven of them are manufactured locally. Examples: Artifi- 
cial flowers and window umbrellas. 

— The bulk of the commodities traded in the market will not be 
influenced by the application of the sales tax, because the sales tax 
which will be charged to them is exactly the same as the 
consumption tax, no- more, no less. The prices of some of the 
remaining commodities. (luxury goods) will rise slighily while the prices 
of others, (basic goods) will decline. The number of commodities 
that will become cheaper is more than that of commodities which 
will become more expensive. The overall end result is in favour of 
the consumers, especially the poor and the limited-income 
groups. 

— A number of commodities which are now subject to tax will 
be exempted as soon as the sales tax law becomes operative. The 
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Bosnian Serb 
army chief didn’t 
want to be soldier 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuter 
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PALE, Bosnia — General Ratko 
Mladic, the Bosnian Serb army 
chief Washington has named as a 
potential war criminal, reaches 
across the table and offers 
cigarettes. 

“Come on," he says. “Let’s 
smoke the pipe of peace”. 

It is night and Gen. Mladic, a 
stocky, pugnacious 50-year-old 
c a reer o ffic e r w est er n diplomats" 
call the Bosnian Napoleon age^ a. 
ruthless fanatic, is relaxed and 
smiling. 

He had just signed a ceasefire 
with the commander of the Bos- 
nian Croat militia to complement 
a truce he has strode with the 
commander of Muslim-led gov- 
ernment forces his army have ail 
but defeated in 13 months of dvil 
war. 

Muslims and Croats, former 
allies against foe Serbs, are fight- 
ing each other in the city of 
M os tar, digging what Gen. Mla- 
dic calls a “mass grave" for them- 
selves in the Neretva River 
valley. 

Serbs in Bosnia-Herzegqvina 
have just finished voting in a 
referendum certain to reject a 
U.N.-backed peace plan which . 
Gen. Mladic regards as part of a 
plot led by' Germany and the 
Vatican to divide the Orthodox 
Christian world. 

“I’m fed up with fighting," 
Gen. Mladic said. “Right now I 
could push them (Muslims and 
Croats) into the sea but I don’t 
want to do that. I want this 
resolved by political means." 

Gen. Mladic leads an army in 
control of 70 per cent of Bosnian 
territory on which Bosnian Serb 
political leaders are defiantly 
trying to carve out a republic of 
their own. 

Apparently untroubled by the 
prospect of possible western air 
strikes or action on the ground by 
foreign troops whom Gen. Mla- 
dic says will “leave their bones" 
in Bosnia, the general says the 
world can do nothing about it. 

On Monday, Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic apolo- 
gised for “irresponsible and emo- 
tional’’ threats at the weekend by 
the outspoken Mladic to bomb 
western cities if the West inter- 
vened in Bosnia. 

Born in World War II in Kali- 
no vik in eastern Herzegovina. 
Gen. Mladic has been one of the 
paramount military figures in 
almost two years of ethnic fight- 
ing in the shattered Balkan fed- 
eration. 

In. the 1991 war of secession in 
Croatia, he beaded the Yugoslav 
army corps in Knin,'seat of the 
rebel republic Serbs have de- 
clared in the one third of Croatia 
they have seized. 

Last May, be was named head 
of the Yugoslav army in 
Sarajevo. Days later the Yugos- 
lav army pulled out of Bosnia and 
Gen. Mladic took over command 
of the Bosnian Serb army. 

“I didn’t .want to be a soldier 
do I like weapons," Gen. Mladic 
said in a two-hour interview that 
ranged over the Yugoslav con- 
flict, his lonely childhood and his 
views on religion, communism 
and mother Serbia. 

“I wanted to be a surgeon and 
it’s a pity I didn't study medicine 
...I thought I’d spend my life in 
peace," he said. 

At this point he stood up and 



Ratko Mladic 

unzipped a camouflage coat and 
the jerkin beneath. "Look, I'm 
not armed now,” he said. 

His words are stunning in foe 
context of Bosnia, where Gen. 
Mladic’s artillery has brought 
death and destruction to the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital Sarajevo 
and suffering to the Muslim en- 
claves of Zepa and Srebrenica. 

“I regret that any civilians have 
been killed and suffered on our 
side or their side," Gen. Mladic 
said when asked about the Serb 
onslaught. The blame, he said, 
lay with Muslims. 

“Would you tolerate it if I 
attacked your family? If I went to 
your home with a Kalashnikov, 
would you just sit back and do 
nothing if I killed your family?" 
he asked. 

He is untroubled by the talk of 
a possible trial before a U.N. war 
crimes tribunal. 

“1 don’t have anything to be 
ashamed of, not in my life and 
not in this war,” he said. “I 
defend my people. To defend 
one's people is the highest hon- 
our and duty.” 

Ratko Mladic grew up alone. 

His father, a fighter with Tito's 
World War II partisans, was kil- 
led fighting Nazi German occu- 
piers in 1945 when Mladic was 
two. He left home and a sister 
and his mother, to whom he is 
devoted, at' an early age for 
boarding school in Belgrade. 

Despite his ability to breathe 
fire against those he sees as his 
enemies, Gen. Mladic can be 
charming and witty. He blames 
the media and their “monstrous 
lies" for the world’s sympathy for 
the Muslims and his image as 
butcher of Bosnia. 

He says he does not hate Mus- 
lims and Croats and has little time 
for religion despite regarding 
Bosnia’s war as a step on the 
West’s way to diminishing ortho- 
dox Russia “as much as possible 
as I did to Srebrenica and 
Zepa". 

Though he says he respects* 
Lord Owen and Cyrus Vance, 
co-authors of the peace plan, he 
is dismissive of attempts by fore- 
ign politicians to pacify the Bal- 
kans. 

The first time he attended 
peace talks in Geneva, he said, he 
• regarded Mr, Vance and Lord 
Owen as Gods. The next time he 
realised half the officials there 
“don't even know where Bosnia 
is". 

“The third time I went I knew I 
was master." he said, referring to 
bis knowledge of the military 
situation on the ground in 
Bosnia. 
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LETTERS 


Brevity reads better 


To the Editor: 

I do not subscribe to Mr. K. A. Hlueh’s point of view, expressed 
in his letter to the editor (Cardinal points. Jordan Times. May 
20-21. 1993.) regarding Rami Khouri's column of May U; and 
though I do not intend to discuss or analyse any of the two 
gentlemen’s ideas, 1 openly and shamelessly declare that I usually 
share Mr. Khouri’s opinion on the said subject, in its broad lines 
at least. 

I had started reading Mr. Hiuch's letter with interest; that is up 
to the last two paragraphs. What began as reasonable and 
acceptable criticism, presented with plausible arguments for the 
reader to accept or reject, ended in a cheap form of mockery with 
personal, offensive insinuations against Mr. Khouri. 

True, democracy means Mr. Hluch is free to write in any fonn 
or style he chooses. 1 just want to tell him that the way he ended 
his letter-made the whole of it much less believable. 1 just wish he 
did without the last two paragraphs. 


■ Jean-Clftitde Elias, 
Amman. 


Tolerance on equal 
grounds 


To the Editor: 

Aboard a Royal Jordanian flight, in mid-air. I read with interest 
the article written by Zulcikha Abu Risheh about religion am. 
nationalism (Religion and nationalism could forge a healths 
nation. Jordan Times, May 15. 1993). Until 1 read the article. ‘ 
did not know that religion, especially Islam, could be divided intc 
“pure" and “political.” and that the “pure" one which the writei 
believes to be the correct type, is the one which is practised bv hci 
mother and which caters for the needs of the spirit ami tin 
relationship between man and his creator. 

Such a description of religion is not only secular but is ulst 
untrue for most religions, especially Islam. A glance through tht 
Koran or, for this purpose the Bible, clearly reveals that the* 
book of documented revelations do not only cater for man*: 
relationship with God but also with his fellow human beings. 

It is man who. for reasons of belief, disbelief or specia 
interests, decides to take some or all of the teachings of religion. 

The secular movement in the West was in fact responsible foi 
foe reinterpretation of religion in favour of excluding it from am 
say in the running of peoples' mundane affairs. It is also Iru e tha 
secularists in many pam of the Muslim World have attempted U 
Wes? Wh0t thC,r countcr F ttr * s * did to Christianity ,n tlx 

. y a certain segment of the community adopts a seculai 
interpretation of religion and struggles, using peaceful am 
democratic means, to uphold, enforce or spread such ar 
interpretation and resorts to political power to ensure fo< 
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Escalating violence from Islamist groups raises questions 
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CAIRO. Egypt — Although the 
recent bomb explosions in Cairo’s 
chaotic Tahnr Square could hard- 

abov ® the drone of 
traffic, the roar of bus engines 
and screams of car honsTthe 
attackers could hardly have 
chosen a target which contains in 
one place more symbols of the 
establishment they seek to under- 
mine. 

. At one end of Tahrir Square 
stands the largest and most de- 
spised department of the Egyp- 
tian bureaucracy, the Mugam- 
ma'a, where those Egyptian 
citizens who do not have access to 
some powerful patron must 
queue for hours and often bribe 
officials if they are to obtain 
indispensable documents, certifi- 
cates and identity papers. 

Next to the Mugamma'a is the 
American University regarded by 
the Islamic groups as a symbol of 
the cultural corruption or wester- 
nisation of the privileged layer of 
Egyptian society. On the other 
side of Tahrir Square the Egyp- 
tian Museum is not only one of 
the chief attractions for a tourist 
industry which the Islamic ex- 
tremists have vowed to destroy, 
but also houses the treasures of a 
pre-Islamic Egyptian history 
which they feel should be 
ignored. 


Beside the museum is the Nile 
Hilton, of which the bars, casino 
“ and discotheque are anathema to 
“ the extremists. The hotel is flank- 
; ed on one side by the headquar- 
ters of the ruling National Party 
• which has won every election 
^ since it was established and has 
consistently blocked attempts in 
the Egyptian parliament to secure 
a legal political role for the Isla- 
1 mic opposition. On the other side 
i of the Nile Hilton is the Arab 


; League which now coordinates 
; cooperation between a number of 
■ Arab governments in what is a 
! concerted campaign against poli- 
tical Islam throughout the Arab 
• World. 

The recent bomb attacks and 
. other terrorist actions such as the 
: shooting of policemen are point- 
ing to an escalation of the conflict 
; between the government and 
militant Islamic groups. Psycho- 
logically. the bombs in Tahrir 
Square have brought home to mid- 
dle class Egyptians the fact that 
militant Islam . is no longer a 


nun- 


phenomenon confined to the 
poor cities of southern Egypt or 
the overcrowded slums of Cairo 
and Alexandria. And the increas- 
ing violence has given the lie to 
the assurances of the Ministry of 
the Interior that the security 
situation is under control. 

Inside the heavily guarded In- 
terior Ministry, General Baha A1 
Dm Ibrahim, director of the Pub- 
lic Relations Department, tries to 
minimise the problem. “This 
problem has been going on for a 
long time, for nearly half a cen- 
tury. It used to happen that these 
groups would carry out some 
attacks and then when the police 
faced them they stopped. This is 
what happened after the assas- 
sination of President Sadat (in 
1981). This time we want as a 
police force to root out the ex- 
tremists, to put an end to their 
activities. We want society to feel 
safe from these groups for the 
next 10 or 20 years." 

Until recently the violence 
associated with militant Islam was 
limited to rare assassination 
attempts against senior govern- 
ment figures, relatively sporadic 
sectarian vandalism and fairly 
regular confrontations between 
police and members of Islamic 
groups. On the whole, few people 
were affected by the violence or 
even knew that it was happening. 

But gradually over the past few 
years the violence has become 
more widespread and more di- 
verse in its nature. The Islamic 
groups began to single out writers 
and journalists as targets of assas- 
sination, as well as government 
officials. Then they hit at the 
tourist industry in Upper Egypt, 
killing several foreigners. Now 
they have brought their campaign 
right into the heart of Cairo. 
Every day now brings news of 
another attack, more arrests or a 
new counter-terrorist operation 
on the part of the police. And 
every day terrorism and extrem- 
ism are the subject of numerous 
editorials and commentaries in 
newspapers, radio and television. 

Much of the comment, as well 
as statements from the police, 
focuses on the international 
aspect of the wave of violence, 
especially after the bombing of 
the New York Trade Centre and 
the subsequent arrests of several 
Arab men. Ir is allegedly people 


like Gen. Baha A1 Din that the 
Islamic groups in Egypt are acting 
in cooperation with Islamic 
movements in other parts of the 
Arab World and that together, 
guided by leaders living abroad, 
they are planning their strategy 
for the whole region. 

As proof of this, senior officers 
in the Egyptian Ministry of the 
Interior and officials in the In- 
formation Ministry point to the 
similarity between the wording of 
the statements of these groups 
issued in response to crises such 
as the Gulf war and the Bosnian 
conflict. Furthermore, according 
to Gen. Baha A1 Din, under^ 
ground tapes produced by diffe- 
rent Islamic groups in different 
.Arab> countries as pan of their 
propaganda campaign are clearly 
derived from one source. The 
police claim that different groups 
in Algeria, Egypt and Tunisia are 
even coordinating their methods 
of confrontation, the use of par- 
ticular types of explosive, and the 
use of motorcycles in assassina- 
tion attempts. 

According to a senior Egyptian 
policeman who did not wish to be 
identified, one of the stimuli for 
this cooperation between diffe- 
rent Arab Islamic groups was the 
Afghan war in which many Arab 
volunteers took parr. They 
shared a common purpose, they 
undertook strenuous military 
training together, they saw com- 
bat and they had plenty of oppor- 
tunity to discuss their ideas and 
build up a network for when they 
returned home. Peshawar, the 
site of Afghan refiigee camps on 
the Pakistan border, is still said to 
be the headquarters for some of 
the coordination between the 
groups, with members going back 
and forth on missions to the Arab 
World. 

An indication that Arab gov- 
ernments take this coordination 
between the groups seriously is 
that governments are now 
cooperating- more than ever in 
combatting the groups on a re- 
gional level. Each year Arab in- 
terior ministers meet to discuss 
security issues, crime and drugs. 
The , campaign against militant 
Islam is now said to be the num- 
ber one priority at these meet- 
ings. Last January the interior 
ministers of Egypt, Tunisia and 
Algeria — the. threifStates most 


By Tom 

concerned — met specifically to 
deepen their cooperation. They 
decided to open in April an 
Office for Arab Security Informa- 
tion. of which Gen. Baha Al Din 
Ibrahim is to be the director. 

“The main cooperation is the 
exchange of information," he ex- 
plained. “But we are planning to 
make joint training here in Egypt 
to train the men responsible for 
facing these groups. They must 
be trained to a high degree, of 
course. We are also planning to 
exchange those accused of terror- 
ist crimes in every country." 

Gen. Baha A! Din Ibrahim 
points out that cooperation be- 
tween Arab governments is not 
uniform, but depends on how 
severe a threat from Islamic mili- 
tants each government faces. 

' “You will notice," he says, “that 
this is a very severe problem in 
Egypt, and in Algeria for exam- 
ple; but it is nothing in Libya and 
it is nothing in Saudi Arabia. In 
Jordan there is a problem but it is 
not to the same degree, not in the 
same style. You cannot say it is a 
severe problem for these coun- 
tries. Of course they must be 
aware of it and expecting it and 
they have to protect themselves. 
But there is a big difference 
between those who face the prob- 
lem and those who expect it." 

Since the Iranian revolution in 
1979 and the assassination of 
President Sadat by Islamic mili- 
tants two years later, the Egyp- 
tian government has frequently 
accused Teheran of supporting 
Islamic groups in Egypt. Di- 
plomatic relations have been 
almost non-existent. Now the 
Algerian government too, which 
used to have normal relations 
with the Islamic republic, has 
accused Iran of supporting the 
violent campaign of militant Isla- 
mic groups in Algeria and has cut 
diplomatic ties with Teheran. 
Egypt and Algeria also accuse 
Sudan, where the National Isla- 
mic Front has recently emerged 
as the ideological influence be- 
hind the military regime of Presi- 
dent Omar Bashir. 

“The main evidence we have 
against Iran.*' says General Baha 
AI Din. “is that Iran itself 
announced that one of its main 
policies is to export its Islamic 
revolution to other countries. As 
for Sudan, when we arrested 

I . 


Porteous 

some suspects here they confes- 
sed that they took their training 
in camps in Sudan. That’s the first 
evidence. And second, we have 
seized many different kinds of 
weapons coming from the south. 
Our police and the army are 
working together on the southern 
borders and we believe that most 
of the weapons in the hands of 
the Islamic groups are coming 
from Sudan. Can we say that the 
Sudanese government itself is in- 
volved in this traffic? At least it is 
sure that the government did not 
take any strong steps to stop it." 

The alleged involvement of 
Sudan and Iran in support of the 
Islamic groups is used to justify 
the particularly hardline policies 
which Egypt. Tunisia and Algeria 
are now pursuing against the 
groups. Repressive tactics and 
counter-attacks are the main 
strategy of the Egyptian govern- 
ment. Yet observers point out 
that trying to cure some of the 
social ills and allowing Islamists 
to express themselves on the poli- 
tical scene would do much to 
defuse the situation. 

And there is the problem of 
police behaviour: Human rights 
organisations in North Africa 
have now built up a substantial 
catalogue of abuses being carried 
out by the police in the campaign 
against militant Islam. Even if 
these abuses are not coordi- 
nated there seems to be a pattern 
of state violence and intimidation 
which some critics say is counter- 
productive. Arbitrary arrests, 
torture, military trials, the deten- 
tion and torture of relatives of 
fugitive suspects including their 
wives and children, the deliberate 
killing of unarmed suspects by 
“death squads", the rounding up 
of all the young men in villages or 
slums — the dossier of abuses 
compiled by human rights orga- 
nisations in the region makes de- 
pressing reading. 

One of the achievements of the 
Egyptian Organisation for Hu- 
man Rights (EOHR) has been 
not only to provide an insight into 
the dynamics of the conflict be- 
tween the government and mili- 
tant Islam, but also to question 
both the government’s and the 
groups' version of the conflict. 
For instance Hisham Mubarak, a 
lawyer who has closely followed 
the trials of militant' groups on 


behalf of the EOHR, is con- 
vinced that Sudanese or Iranian 
support for the militants operat- 
ing in Egypt is being overplayed. 

If foreign involvement plays a 
minor part in the problem, critics 
of the government's strong-arm 
tactics say. the effectiveness of 
these methods in the campaign 
against extremist activities should 
be questioned. After all, people 
point out — not only in private 
conversation but also in the main- 
line press — the problem seems 
to be getting worse not better. 

The obsession of governments 
with a pan-Arab militant Islamic 
plot to destabilise the region has 
blinded them to the more impor- 
tant domestic sources of the prob- 
lem of militant Islam, according 
to Fahmy Howeidi. a columnist at 
Al Ah ram. the largest Egyptian 
daily. '*[ think the "main mistake 
of the government he says “is 
that they thought the people are 
difficult to admit that you have a 
problem inside the country. It is 
difficult to say that we are having 


social, economic, political paib- 
lems. It is easier to say those 
people are supported or pro- 
voked by certain external sources 
or organisations." 

"As long as the government is 
dosing doors against legal politic- 
al Islamic activities," says Mr. 
Howeidi, “I think things will get 
worse. We talk about coopera- 
tion between certain Arab coun- 
tries in the security field against 
Islamic groups. We should ask 
why are these countries having 
problems with Islamic groups. 
The main problem is that author- 
ities are insisting in oppressing 
the Islamic political groups." 

Mr. Howeidi points out that in 
Arab countries like Jordan where 
the Islamic opposition has been 
allowed to participate in political 
life there is no serious violent 
threat from Islamic groups. “As 
long as there remains this politic- 
al exclusion of political Islamic 
activities." he says, ‘i don't think 
the issue could be solved peaceful- 
ly and we can expect more de- 


terioration and more violence be- 
cause the people want to partici- 
pate and they should have the 
right to participate politically as 
tong as they accept the law and 
the constitution." 

But in the midst of its in- 
creasingly violent battle against 
the groups, the Interior Ministry 
shows no sign of changing its 
hardline policy . "We cannot Stop 
this struggle between us and the 
fundamentalist groups,” says 
Gen. Baha Al Din. “This strong 
way of facing them wifi make a lot 
of people think very hard before 
joining such groups. As for those 
who are already working in the 
groups, probably when they see 
that a lot of their colleagues have 
been killed they will stop... if «c 
stop now, we will have achieve J 
nothing... We have n:u1 a lo: of 
success. It is a policy we have to 
carry out noi only tor one or two 
months, but continuously .isul u e 
have rearranged our :o:ee s to 
execute the policy throughout the 
country" — World News Link 



At least 120 people have been killed in Egypt assassination of President Sadat in 1981 (WNL 

in the past year and the country has experi- photo) 
enced its worst political violence since the , 
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Russian police learning how 
to be cops — American style 


fe By Matthew Schofield 

Reuter 

HUTCHINSON — At an aban- 
doned cold war airbase in the 
rolling wheat fields of Kansas. 

. five Russian police officers are 
learning the finer points. of being 

• cops — American style. 

As a result of perestroika, they 
are studying with American 
police units at the University. of 
Kansas Law Enforcement Train- 
ing Centre near Hutchinson. 

They say the explosive growth 

• of crime in economically ravaged 
Russia brought them half-way 
round the world to learn how to 

' combat problems at home. 

Until their graduation April 30. 
they are studying everything from 
investigative "techniques to how to 
use firearms. 

"Next year, we will increase 
our police force by 30 per cent 
perhaps." said Gennady Nudezh- 
kin. a 33-vear-old police captain 
in a suhurh of Si. Petersburg. 
Russia’s second city. 

"Since 1985. crime is increasing 


in our area constantly.” he said in 
■a recent interview. 

Russian experts say property 
crimes in that country have in- 
creased by us much as 250 per 
cent since 19S5. All crimes are up 
an estimated Wl per cent, and the 
officers estimated property crime 
in one residential area of St. 
Petersburg with about 60,000 
people was about 300 cases a 
month. , 

The other police officers from 
the St.. Petersburg force attending 
the course are Captain Vladimir 
Zharinov. Major Sergei Fedorov. 
Lieutenant-Major Svetlana 
Golubeva and Lieutenant-Major 
Elena Levanenko. They are the 
first police officers from the for- 
mer Soviet Union to study crimi- 
nology in the U.S. midwest, 
although other groups have stu- 
died on the U.S. east coast. 

As part of their American 
training they have observed how 
police work in a number of small 
and large Kansas towns, with 
Maj. Fedorov recently helping 
one officer investigate an armed 


robbeiy in the city of Topeka. 

"They work hard, even study- 
ing Kansas statutes they'll never 
agitin need to know." said Larry 
Welch, director of the training 
centre. 

"They’ve got the same con- 
cerns as any Kansas police officer 
— a lack of" manpower and equip- 
ment and a need for new laws to 
effectively fight crime." Mr. 
Welch said. "What we’ve learned 
here is that police work is univer- 
sal." 

Violeni crime, once a statistical 
rarity in what was the Soviet 
Union, has becofac more com- 
mon with a sharp increase of 
firearms available on the black 
market. 

"It’s very fair to say there is a 
major crime wave under wav in 
Russia." said Gabriel 
Schoenfeld. a senior fellow in 
Russian studies with the Centre 
for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington. 

"The law enforcement system 
has broken down." Mr. Schoen- 
feld said. "The problems go much 


deeper than better training, but 
the Kansas exchange might 
help." 

However, the Russian police 
officers do not characterise the 
situation in their homeland so 
bleakly. Guns are still rare among 
the public, there is nor the drug 
problem that the U.S. has. and a 
police officer still decides before 
he or she goes on assignment 
whether or not to take firearms 
along, they said. 

Capt. Zharinov said the prim- 
ary difference between Russian 
training and the training he has 
been getting in the U.S. is 
money. Although elass size and 
basic police studies are the same, 
there is also a greater emphasis in 
the U.S. on how to use police 
cars, which are not as plentiful 
hack home, he said. 

"I want to learn everything 1 
can." Maj. Federovsuid. “Maybe 
it’s too early to know whai all the 
benefits of this visit will he. hut 
people in my country are very 
tired of high prices, instability 
and crime." • 



Mother of murder victim asks why 
neo-Nazi violence doesn’t stop 


By Terrence Petty 

The Associated Press 

VETSCHAU, Germany — One 
of Gerda Zerna's most cherished 
keepsakes is a 1983 snapshot 
showing her son Mike, holding 
his baby brother Oliver. 

The two boys were always bud- 
dies, until Mike’s recent murder 
by a neo-Nazi mob. 

Mike was only 22. Extremists 
bludgeoned him outside an East 
German bar and then toppled a 
one-and-a-half-tonne van onto his 
broken body — just because he 
had long hair. 

Cerda Zema contends most 
Germans and the authorities 
don’t want to admit the magni- 
tude of the far-right threat. 

"Reality is being ignored. The 
leaders of these (neo-Nazi) 
groups are loose on the streets, 
telling younger kids that violence 
is a good thing," said Mrs. Zema. 

In February, Interior Minister 
Rudolf Seilers claimed that “state 
measures... are working” against 
neo-Nazi violence, and many be- 


lieved him. 

Federal authorities point out 
that attacks against foreigners 
and other far-right crimes have 
declined from a peak of 536 last 
September to a monthly average 
of about 150 so far this year. 

The Interior Ministry attri- 
buted the drop to bans on four 
-neo-Nazi organisations, other new 
anti-extremist measures, and 
grassroots protests. 

But, while far-right crimes 
have indeed dropped since last 
fall, the count for the first four 
months of 1993 h3S actually out- 
paced the number for the same 
period last year: about 600, com- 
pared to 472. 

That works out to five such 
crimes a day for the start of this 
year, about one-fifth of them 
arson attacks on asylum shelters, 
which house underprevileged im- 
migrants. 

There were 17 killings last year 
and 2.200 injuries. A Turk and 
two Germans have died so far this 
year, and 300 people are known 
to have been injured. 


Neo-nazi crimes appear to be a 
seasonal phenomenon in Ger- 
many, with the greatest surge 
occurring in summer and autumn. 
That was the case in 1991 and 
again last year. 

Even if that doesn’t happen 
this year, the final hate-crime 
tally for 1993 could surpass last 
year’s record 2,285 at the current 
pace. 

Known membership in 
extreme-right groups is up. 
according to the Federal Office 
for the Protection of the Con- 
stitution. which monitors extrem- 
ists: from about 39,800 in 1991 to 
42,700 at the end of last year. 

Neo-Nazi organisations have 
easily circumvented the federal 
ban by changing their names. 

But the government insists it 
has not been trying to play down 
the far-right "threat. Interior 
Ministry spokesman Detlev 
Bouke said the new law enforce- 
ment measures have made neo- 
Nazis more heistant to attack. 

“But that doesn't mean it's 
time to give the all-clear," he 


said. 

No one needs to tell that to 
families of neo-Nazis' victims. 

Mustafa Demiral. a 56-year-old 
Turk who came to Germany in 
the 1960s as a “guest worker." 
died in a mock execution in the 
West German city of Muelheim 
of March 9. Two radicals beat 
him. One of them put an air pistol 
to his head and pulled the trigger 
three times. The gun didn't fire. 
But Demiral died of a heart 
attack. 

Karl Starb, a 45-year-old Ger- 
man. died on Jan. 15. A ground- 
skeeper at a park in the East 
German city of Amsiadi. he was 
beaten unconscious by a gang of 
teenage skinheads. They threw 
him out into a busy street and he 
was run over by two cars. 

Mike Zerna lived with his pa- 
rents and three brothers in Vets- 
chau, a working-class community 

According to witnesses, about 
20 skinheads kicked Mike with 
their heavy paratrooper boots 
and overturned a van onto him. 


RECRUITMENT OF 
PERSONNEL 

• We are looking for our project in Aqaba for a 
person to assist one of our expatriate engineers 
in the preparation, modification, control of the 
detailed work schedules and other documents 
on the computer, using sofwares PSN 4 and 
Excel. 

The period of employment would be approx- 
imately 6 months from now on. 

• Profile of the person we are looking for: 

- Age: 20 to 40 

- Sex: Male or female 

- University degree in engineering or technology 

- Experience in the use of IBM compatible 
computers with different softwares, in particu- 
lar spreadsheets. 

- Fluent in English language 

• Please send Curriculum Vitae to: 

Bouygues Cop pee Lavalin 

P.O. Box 1669 Aqaba 
Tel.: (03) 317115 
Fax.: (03) 317116 

'To the attention of Mr. Charles Achard 
Administrative & Financial Manager 


Under the Patronage of 
H. E. the Minister of Tourism 

AT A AFGHANI 
Tel 603022 

Invites you to participate in 

An Auction 

To be held at the premises of: 

Jordan Masterpieces Stores House 
Jabal Al Weibdeh/AI Haooz Circle 

Sale: Tuesday and Wednesday 
May 25 & 26 at 5 p.m. 

Exhibition: All day Monday. May 24 
A unique collection of: 

Persian carpets, vases, 
silverware, old Chinese statues, 
paintings, etc ... 

Expert: Saad Al Masri. 

Tel. 622617/638031 
Your exhibits are welcome !! 
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EC monetary committee urges 


‘warning lights’ on ERM turmoil 


LONDON (R) — A system of 
"warning lights" should he set up 
to alert European Community 
(EC) nation.' to currency strains 
and prevent u rerun of last 
September's turmoil in the ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM). 
top monetary officials say. 

A confidential report by the 
EC’s monetary committee, to be 
discussed by finance ministers at 
informal talks in Denmark Sun- 
day. says the ERM needs to 
change its internal rules and 
"break new ground" after a bout 
of speculative attacks. 

One potentially explosive re- 
commendation would allow any 
country — not just the nation 
whose currency is under fire — to 
seek a devaluation of currencies 
thought to be out of line. 

"One of the lessons to be 
drawn from the recent turmoil is 


that the European Monetary Sys- 
tem should adapt its internal rules 
at this point and break new 
ground." the report says. “Its 
procedures should lead to action . 
when necessary, well in advance 
of the development of expecta- 
tions of change on the markets.” 

The report of the secretive 
committee, made up of top fi- 
nance ministry and central bank 
officials, was drawn up after 
heavy speculative pressure forced 
Britain and Italy to withdraw 
their currencies from the EC cur- 
rency grid »n September. 

The strains have continued, 
with the latest casualties Spain 
and Portugal, whose currencies 
were devalued last week. 

Denmark's vote Tuesday in 
favour of the Maastricht treaty on 
economic and political union has 
eased pressure on the ERM but 


finance ministers will use the 
report as the basis for talks on 
how to prevent new strains break- 
ing out. 

The document, a copy of which 
was obtained by Reuters, says the 
EC must monitor the ERM more 
closely and “continuously ask it- 
self whether and to what extent 
the parity grid is sustainable and 
corresponds to the underlying 
economic situation." 

It suggests a confidential set of 
economic indicators be drawn up. 
These could be thought of as 
warning lights and would mainly 
include measures of competitive- 
ness to detect in advance whether 
EC exchange rates were moving 
out of line. 

The committee also recom- 
mends a key change in the w*uy 
the ERM has functioned since it 
was set up on the initiative of 


France and Germany as a “zone 
of monetary stability" in 1979. 

Since (hen. it has always been 
the country whose currency is 
under attack which has called for 
a “realignment" or change in its 
pre-set value against other mem- 
ber currencies. 

If ministers agree, countries 
with strong currencies could take 
the initiative if they thought a 
weak-cun-ency country was refus- 
ing to devalue and destabilising 
the whole system . 

The report fires a warning shot 
at Britain and Italy should they- 
want to rejoin — in Britain's case 
a remote chance after repeated 
statements by Prime Minister 
John Major against this. 

It says nations whose curren- 
cies are’ floating outside the ERM 
can only rejoin by ‘‘mutual agree- 
ment." 


IMF, World Bank lend Pakistan $1.25b 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The World 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) agreed new loans of 
SI. 25 billion Saturday to save 
Pakistan from what the interim 
finance minister called the dis- 
astrous consequences of his pre- 
decessors' profligacy. 

“This understanding is the best 
solution out of the impasse in 
Pakistan.” caretaker Finance 
Minister Farooq Leghari told a 
news conference. 

The IMF has agreed to provide 
soft loans of about S1.0 billion to 
Pakistan under its enhanced 
structural facility programme 
(ESAF), IMF team leader 
Mohammad A1 Erian told repor- 
ters at the end of a two-week 
visit. 

The money would be disbursed 
over three years at what Mr. Ai 
Erian called concessionary rates 
of 0.5 per cent over 10 years with 
the first installment expected to 
be given to Pakistan in October. 

The loan was agreed on the 
basis of commitment expressed 
by Pakistan's caretaker govern- 
ment to continue structural re- 
forms introduced by sacked 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to 


liberalise the economy. Mr. Al 
Erian said. 

Another condition was the im- 
position of tighter fiscal disci- 
pline. Mr. AI Erian said. 

Mr. AI Erian and Mr. Leghari 
refused to say whether the two 
sides had agreed on a target for 
cutting Pakistan’s yawning fiscal 
deficit. 


Finance ministry officials have 
said the budget deficit could hit 
7.4 per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in fiscal 1992/93 
(July/June) compared with a fore- 
cast 5.3 per cent. 

The deficit made up 6.1 per 
cent of GDP in 1991/92, down 
from 8.8 per cent the previous 
year but well short of the 4.8 per 
cent target set bny the IMF as 
part of conditions for aid. 

It will be Pakistan's first loan 
from the IMF under the ESAF 
since the previous structural 
adjustment facility (SAF) 
finished last December. 

The three-year S966 million 
SAF loan ran into difficulties 
when payments were suspended 
for a year in 1990 after Pakistan 
failed to bring down its fiscal 


deficit to 4.8 per cent of GDP. 

The World Bank has agreed to 
give Pakistan $250 million under 
the public sector adjustment loan 
in the form of balance of pay- 
ments support! 

Mr. Leghari said he found as 
economy in crisis when he took 
over as finance minister on April 
18 after President Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan sacked Mr. Sharif's 30- 
month-old government on 
charges of nepotism, economic 
mismanagement and handing out 
business favours to friends. 

“There had been a profligacy 
in spending and a lackf of re- 
source mobilisation for several 
years,” Mr. Leghari said. 

Public domestic debt rose to 
600 billion rupees (S23 billion) 
this year from 381 billion ($14 
billion) in 1989/90. 


Foreign debt has grown by 3.5 
billion in the past two years to 
total nearly S18.5 billion at the 
end of 1992/93 with debt servicing 
at $1.5 billion this year, he said. 

He warned that debt servicing 
could become the largest single 
expenditure unless swift action 
waf taken. 


Mr. Leghari declined to give 
details of the conditions of the 
loans or of policies to be im- 
plemented, saying only that taxa- 
tion would be a big component of 
the budget due on June 10. 

The budget would be oper- 
ational for four months, giving 
time to the next government, 
which is to be elected in polls on 
July 14, to decide which policies it 
would adopt. 

Mr. Leghari said the agree- 
ment foresaw economic growth of 
7.5 per cent. “This will require 
revenue measures and improving 
the structure and quality of tax.” 

“We will exercise prudence in 
expenditure in areas where there 
was profligacy in the past.” he 
said. 

Negative growth of 3.0 per cent 
in the vital agriculture sector has 
more than halved the economic 
growth rate to three per cent in 
1992/93. Mr. Leghari said last 
week. Pakistan had forecast 
growth at 6.3 per cent for til is 
year. 

A final decision on the ESAF 
disbursement had previously 
been expected after the budget 
was announced. 


Boom in China will 


change Asia, says 
think tank 


LONDON (R) — The Interna- 
tional Institute for Strategic Stu- 
dies (IISS) has said that China's 
economic boom was transforming 
the future of east Asia and could 
also change the country’s politics 
and frontiers. 

Noting that China’s free- 
market reforms had brought a 
remarkable 12 per cent growth 
last year, the IISS. one 'of the 
world’s top think tanks, said the 
communis: giant might come 
dose to being the worlds largest 
economy by the year 2010. ” 

“And yet." the IISS said in its 
annual review of world affairs, 
“the flourishing is bringing with it 
fundamental changes m China's 
economy, political system and 
perhaps even its frontiers." 

“It is also reshaping the way 
east Asians are beginning to look 
at their future ...even the 
Japanese are adjusting to it.” said 
the review. ‘■Strategic Survey 
1992-1993.” 

The IISS said Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping had surged for- 
ward with economic reform to 
avoid the collapse of Communist 
Party control that befell the 
Soviet Union but some regions 
had gone ahead of others. 

■ This wav causing insecurity in 
Peking, despite the country's eco- 
nomic boom and the decline of 
the military threat from Russia, it 
said. 

“Rapid growth might require 
so much regional diversity that 


China might not be recognisable 
as a centre-driven, single state by 
early in the next century,” it said.- 

Japan. by contrast, was the 
scene of political stagnation, the 
IISS said. Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazwa "has proved a dis- 
appointment in navigating 
through some very choppy wa- 
ters." the survey said. 

“He has appeared half-hearted 
over political reform, disengaged 
from the economy’s problems and 
hesitant in dealing with a major 


corruption scandal. The Japanese 
ided by 


(also) still seem confounc 
the rapid pace of change in inter- 
national affairs and unable to 
establish new approaches to fore- 
ign and defence policy.” it added ^ 

But the IISS predicted that 
Japanese voters' distaste for 
widespread change could con- 
tinue to keep reform to a mini- 
mum. 

Turning to North and South 
Korea, the (ISS said hopes for an 
end to the stalemate between the 
two countries had evaporated last 
year, and “without a basic change 
in the troglodyte North Korean 
regime ...the Korean Peninsula 
looks set for a further period of 
insecurity." 

The IISS described as ominous 
the March decision hy North 
Korea to withdraw from the nuc- 
lear and added, without elabora- 
tion. that “there may be no re- 
medy short of force in one form 
or another.” 


China hopes to join top 
10 trading nations 


PEKING (AP) — The trade minister said China hopes to increase its 
foreign trade to $200 billion by 1995 and enter the ranks of the 
world’s top 10 trading countries, an official newspaper has said. The 
China Daily quoted Wu Yi. minister of foreign trade and economic 
cooperation, as saying China will speed paspgc of its first foreign 
trade law and improve and diversify exports in an effort to meet the 
goaL Mr. Wu said China also will pursue border trade with newly 
emerging markets m the former Soviet republics and South East 
Asia. China's border trade more than doubled last year. China was 
the world’s eleventh largest trader in 1992 with a trade volume of 
$165.63 billion, ahead of Taiwan, Singapore, and South Korea but 
behind Hong Kong, according to a recent Xinbua news agency 
report. 


European car sales forecasts spark crisis worries 


LONDON (R) — General 


Motors (G.M.) Europe. -isiday 


cut its forecast for Euroepean car 
sales in 1993 and industry analysts 
said new projections for the 
recession-hit market were the 
worst for 25 years. 

A spokeswoman for Vauxhall 
Motors in Britain, which together 
with Germany’s Opel comprises 
G.M. Europe, said the companay 
expects total industry sales in 
1993 to fall by 14.3 per cent to 
11.53 million from 13.45 million 
in 1992. The forecast covers sales 
of all cars in 17 European coun- 
tries. 

“This is a crisis,” said Keith 
Hayes, European motor industry 
analyst at Merrill Lynch. 

But G.M. Europe, up to now 
the most profitable car maker in 
Europe, has cut its forecast less 
savagely than rivals Ford Motor 
Co. and Germany’s Volkswagen 


A.G. (V.W.). 

:£to- Thursday, Ford Motor 
Ccf.’s“European operation fore- 
cast total 1993 sales of 10.92 
million cars, down 18.8 per cent 
from 1992. And Ford told 
analysts in the United States it 
was increasingly unlikely to make 
a profit in Europe this year. 

V.W. which made a group loss 
of 1.25 billion marks ($770 mil- 
lion) in the first quarter, took the 
most pessimistic view. It expects 
total sales to fall by more than 20 
per cent and it saw the recession 
continuing into 1994. 

“With those new estimates it’s 
difficult to see anybody making a 
profit,” said John Lawson, motor 
industry analyst at independent 
forecasters DRl/McGraw Hill. 

“Ford, Fiat and Volkswagen 
are already likely to make a loss 
but with a fall of 20 per cent it’s 
difficult to envisage even the 


French and G.M. (Europe) 
reaching break-even,” he said# j 

“The first quarter was very tStf 
and if that situation persists car 
makers will have to idle factories 
for far longer than they have 
envisaged,” Mr. Lawson said. 

However, he sqid he was stick- 
ing to his forecast of a fall in sales 
of more than 10 per cent this year 
to 12 million cars. 

Recession across Europe and 
rising unemployment have 
prompted companies to rethink 
investment plans but not all ma- 
jor car firms plan to reduce out- 
put this year. 

The Vauxhall spokeswoman 
said G.M. bad no plans to cut 
output and expected to increase 
its market share despite lower 
demand. 

A Ford spokesman said it bad 
do plans to reduce production in 
Britian but declined to comment 


on operations' elsewhere. 

Foqd -is cutting 10,000 of its 

93.000 jobs m Europe this year 
and analysts have said total Euro- 
pean car job losses could total 

200.000 in the next few years. 

V.W. trimmed production by 

21 per cent in the first quarter. 

Analysts said there might be a 
hidden political agenda behind 
car firms’ pessimistic public utter- 
ances. The European car industry 
association ACEA is putting 
pressure on the European Com- 
mission to renegotiate an export 
deal with Japan. 

Japan’s motor vehicle exports 
declined for the first time in three 
years in the- year to March, re- 
flecting the global recession and 
an increase m overseas produc- 
tion. 

The Japan Automobile Manu- 
facturers Association said exports 
fell 2.9 per cent from the previous 


year to 5.66 million units, witir 
steep declines m exports to Nortf£ 


America and Europe out- 
weighing a surge in exports to 
Asia. 

The outcome foreshadowed 
even bleaker expectations for the 
current year, analysts said, blam- 
ing the appreciation of the yen. 
persistent economic doldrums in 
Europe and stiff er competition. 

“South East Asia will continue 
to buy more Japanese cars, but 
that is not enough to offset ex- 
pected falls in the United States 
and Europe,” said Takasfai 
Kawamura, an analyst with New 
Japan Securities Co. Ltd. 

Exports to Asia shot up 24.5 
per cent to 693,104 units during 
the year, led by sales to China 
that more than doubled to 
188,617 units. Exports were also 
brisk to the Middle East, Latin 
America and Oceania. 


In contrast, exports to the Un- 
ited Stain&pluBged 14.1 per cent 
to 1.74 million units while those 
to Europe fell 7.2 per cent to 1.61 
million units. 


Exports of cars alone de- 
creased 23 per cent to 4.41 mil- 
lion units, the first drop m three 
years, while truck exports 
slumped 7.4 per cent to 1.16 
million units, the seventh con- 
secutive decline. But bus exports 
jumped 41.1 per cent to 81,747 
units, the association said. 

By value, exports soared 9.3 
per cent to a record $82.1 billion 
as prices were inflated by a stron- 
ger yen. 

In March alone, however, 
there were strong signs of a re- 
covery. Exports grew 6.1 per cent 
to 562,791 units over February. 
Car exports advanced 7.1 per 
cent to 443,823 units. 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri A mold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


WROCE 


LU_ 

□ 

□ 


PUJEI 



L 



□ 


BLITAR 


□inr 

□ 

□ 



WHAT YOU MIGHT 
CALL TH/5 BARBEL'S 
ESTABLISHMENT- 


MAINEA 




s y 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


A-r^A gxrxixrn 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: IMBUE CHOKE TANGLE DOUBLY 


Yesterday's 


Answer: Something besides the tide which' the moon 
affects— THE UNTIED 


Peanuts 


I SEE IT 5 RAINING 
AGAIN, MA'AM.. MY 
006 15 60ING TO 
_ GET WET... 

-r 



YE5,MAAM..HEHAS 
A DOGHOUSE, BUT HE 
CAN'T 60 IN IT 
BECAUSE HE HAS 
■ CLAUSTROPHOBIA.. 


I COULD 60 IN THERE... r 
KNOW I C0ULD..ALL I’D 
HAVE TO DO 15 DO IT.. I 
COULD JU5T DO IT... 



I THINK I M 
GETTING WET.. 



Andy Capp 



THEVtSTtDRS 
HAVE SOME 
OLD SCORES 
r TO SETTLE 
WlTHLtS 


S 


& 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



ECONOMIC NEW® IN br,EF 


ueoraa in ou exploration k-* . ■ 

report, monitored in Nicosia, did nor say h j suffer* 

sWppSi or how Georiga, which is torn by *ml 
from an acute energy shortage, would pay 


trom an acute energy s nonage, r-.- 

UAE duty free shops boost trade, revenues 

ABU DHABI (R) - Duty free shop ' hkhc"'' tt’' - 

Emirates- (UAE) main airports recorded coU l and 

last year by luring passengers with raffles offering t. • * ^ 

luxury cars, markers said. Dubai International A«n* d 
UAE’s largest airport with 5.4 million passe ( 
revenues at its dutyfree shop by 35 per cent to 
1992, public relations manager Anita Mehra “ ’ w - >in 
revenues have risen six-fold since the shop. where t r. 
buy tax-free luxury goods, opened in 1«* JS 

passengers were attracted by the car raffle. K M nh»bi jii»x»rt\ 
“We’ve raffled 187 cars since it was set up. Abu Dhabi J M ■ 
duty free revenues rose to 161 million dirhams (S4^.» 

1992 from 143 million dirhams ($38.9 million) 
traffic rose to 2.4 million. Annual revenues stood at SO-- 
in 1984, its first year of operations. Marketing manager . 
Ibrahim said this year they were spending three million d 
($817,000) to expand the shop. 

Taiwan said to slow infrastructure spending 


TAIPEI (R) — The Taiwan government, facing a financial 
squeeze, will cut spending on its huge infrastructure programme 
next year and delay the completion of some projects, a newspaper 


iiml jmi aiiu vroiay uib Luiupivuuii vi r — J w , I #% t 

has said. A cabinet committee has decided to slash Njvituinj, 
under the island's six-year development plan to 591 billion I aiwAn 


under the island's six-year development plan to 591 billion i aiwan 
dollars ($22.8 billion) in the fiscal year to June from 5b 
billion Taiwan dollars ($293 billion) originally planned, tne 


mass-circulation China limes said. Government spending on the 

jillion Taiwan dollars (S2.v‘* biuion) 


plan is expected to total 620 billion Taiwan — — , — 
in the current fiscal year, the newspaper quoted unnamed officials 
as saying. If said the government now planned to delay 
completion of the six-year plan, which originally envisaged 
spending by the public and private sectors of about S300 billion 
between 1991 and 1997, to the year 2000. The plan includes 
construction, of roads, ports, power plants and other facilities 
upgrade Taiwan’s infrastructure and propel it into the ranks of 
developed economies. But the government, warning that state 
finances were under severe pressure after several years of i ecord 
budget deficits, announced in March that it would consider 
slowing the six-year plan. A formal policy announcement is 
expected around July. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 23, 1993 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter v i' ‘ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Combine your best judgement with 
your most intuitive and prophetic 
insight today so that you will be 
belter able io gain the right phi- 
losophy of life proving to others' 
that you arc a remarkable indi- 
vidual.* • 


rotations so he in such an .minute, 
while tonight brings a need to use 
self-control at entert. nnmeni 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
'22). Using mis dayt 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
During the day you can consider 
whert you want tu make some 
changes without yet putting them 
in effect, tonight brings a need to 
consider your public imugc. 


TAURUS: (April 21) to May 20) 
Avoid dealing directly with any 
material or mundane problems 
that face you today and sidestep 
the urge to go to new places to 
attain ideas tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
want to reach a new accord with an 
ally but aspects indicate its not the ' 
right time so iastcad carry through 
with what you’ve agreed to do. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to he of service 
to others but don't expect thunks 
today if you do. while tonight 
sidestep a partner who js eager to 
cut you down to size. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) You can 
have a pleasant time during the day 
if you stick to simple and incxpcc- 
tivc pleasures while tonight work is 
a bore so enjoy music. TV. radio. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Matters at home require care- 
ful consideration and cautious 


THE Daily Crossword 


Bryan 


ACROSS 
1 Out-of-date 
6 FDR’s pet 
10 Ethnic group 
i* Throbbed 

15 Algerian city 

16 Norwegian saint 

17 Renders 
senseless 

18 Weaken by 
subversion 

20 Small amounts 

21 Blade cuckoo 

22 Yeast, lor ana 

23 Make up one's 
mind 

25 Hemingway or 
Borgnkw 

26 Take tor granted 

28 Pouch 

29 Burmese gibbon 

30 TV pioneer. 
Mfton 

33 Bottle parts 
37 Doozy 
39 Meted out 

41 Faucet problem 

42 Mora extensive 
44 Performers 

46 Vane letters 

47 Rim 

■49 Servitude class 
51 Grate noisily 

54 Swiss house 

55 Tafts idly 

56 Turncoat 

57 Thailand, once 
60 Memory ability 

62 Make up lor 

63 Roman way 

64 Coup d — 

65 Five: prefix 

66 Hardy herwna 

67 Decomposes 

68 Ford's son 



nt9BQ TnQuns __ 
MMg*lRaurv«d 


DOWN 

1 Gone by 

2 Judicial 
proceedings 

3 Trembled 
convulsively 

4 Sight and smell 

5 McMahon and 
Asner 

6 Sank 

7 Goirs Palmer 


8 Young man 

9 Anoints, ok! 

style 

10 Courted 

11 In existence 

12 Walking elds 

13 Main or blessed 
'end 

19 Played a reel 
anew 
21 Pointed 

24 New bon 

26 Farm implement 

27 Indian princess 

31 — tse (Chin. 
pNtosooher) 

32 Circus 
performers 

34 Fashion designs 

35 Face card 

36 Graf — 

38 StoryteBers 
*0 Pay the tab 

<3 Mature 
45 The sun 
48 Annoy 
50 Set on eggs 


■vu 



cn 2 a90nal spar 

52 Mediterranean 
island 

53 Charges 

54 European 


s 



Iran to export gas to Georgia ^ 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has agreed to ^ ^‘“.‘V.bhc of j 

metres of natiral gas per day to ti* ** W ** 
Georiga, Iran's IRNA news agency has £ 11 ! F orelCJ1 MiiuMcr 
part of an agreement reached by Iranian D P . Lm , help 

Mahmoud Vaezi in Tbilisi under whlch J r ^^oK»^. The 
Georgia in oil exploration and P em)ch j' .kJljas would be 
report, monitored in Nicosia, did nor say h , f tcn . 


— daytime to extend. 

your knowledge can be disappoint - 
1 ing but do your best anyway and 
later you are in a better position to 
handle some perplcsuics 

SCORPIO: (October 2 .t i.. Novem- 
ber 21) Try to steer clear lioiu 
some arguments over finances in 
the daytime while in the evemne its. 
not advisable to Vine up nmol' 
points with a close eomp.tni.ni 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 lo 
December 21) \ou led irusir.itcd 
in doing and getting the Unite- vn U 
want so postpone them iinnl ,i 
better time und in the .-veiling he 
equally careful in spending mouev 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Busy vmtr-cll gelling 
rid of anything private that si.mrls 
in the way of your pro ere— m the 
morning, tonight consider how 
best to attain cherished longings 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You find per-. ms sou 
would like lo see are hu-v with 
their own concerns so handle 
yours, in the evening do something 
to chccrap yur attachment 

PISCES: (February 2li to Mureh 
20) You would be wise to attend to 
personal and not worldlv interests 
in the morning and in d<> -a-elv 
with friends who have au- fhev 
want you to grind. 
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TRADED VOLUME IN TKE PARALLEL MARKET 


THADKf 

nuev. 

oraiwc 

CLOS1K 

vo wm 

CLOSING 

pjuck 

ma: 

JO 

n»« 



1U,»W 

151.000 

162.000 

152.000 

ias,6ta 

5.690 

5.850 

5.950 

■ 5J.J92 

28.000 

27.500 

29.000 

«J,W 

3.930 

4.130 

4.130 

J9.arr 

2.300 

2.200 

3.150 

60.043 

3.980 

4.050 

4-040 

33.020 

4.060 

4.060 

4.040 

11J.M 

2.670 

2.680 

2.730 

37,523 

3-750 

3.750 

3.800 

2.B2V 

4.350 

4.360 

4-350 

3.611 

4.000 

4.000 

4-000 

17,414 

3.360 

3.370 

3.310 

V.643 

6. 100 

6.100 

6.100 

23.313 

5.230 

5.300 

5.Z50 

HI. 138 

1.670 

1.670 

1.660 

m.iiti? 

4.050 

4-080 

4. 260 

206, M3 

2.620 

'2.650 

2-660 

0,110 

3.510 

3-690 

3-690 

4.3W 

2.750 

2.750 

2.700 

bit 

3.350 

3.380 

3.3BD 

44.47b 

3.920 

3.960 

3.910 

1,400 

2.900 

2.920 

2.920 

<7,«rt 

1.940 

1.960 

1.960 

7.770 

1-230 

1.230 

1.200 

22.010 

6.900 

6.200 

6,200 


5.U70 

5.900 

6.900 

1, IDO 

2.220 

2.200 

2.200 

18,140 

0.62U 

0.640 

0.660 

170,312 

4.100 

4.190 

4.160 


1.71.0 

1.760 

1.740 

- ib.7b«> 

0.920 

0.920 

0.870 

11,0 a'. 

1.240 

1.240 

1.230 

732 

1.930 

i.oia 

1.030 

0,777 

1.310 

1.270 

1.280 

03,560 

2.250 

2.270 

2.200 

440,731 

2-250 

2.260 

2.J20 

1.335 

4.400 

4.450 

4.450 

18,202 

10.630 

10.606 

30.660 

1,630 

7. BOO 

7.000 

7.800 

2,326 

3.140 

3.100 

3.100 

271.794 

7.400 

7.500 

7.770 

49.973 

10.100 

10.500 

10.600 

941.123 

7.120 

7.160 

7.480 

424,606 

7.930 

7.930 

8.330 

27.207 

2.330 

2.400 

2.400 

3,610 

3.610 

3-610 

3.610 

862 

4.060 

4.260 

4.260 

8.MJ 

22.250 

22.600 

22.260 

92,134 

3.200 

1.300 

3.330 

5,360 

3-360 

3.500 

3.620 

6.097 

0.660 

0.670 

0.670 

B78.601 

19.220 

20.000 

19.900 

43.283 

3.390 

3.130 

J. 360 

394.443 

10.530 

10.760 

10.660 

29.U89 

J- 390 

3.400 

3.440 

112.027 

2.220 

2.260 

2.180 

3,573 

0.510 

0.500 

0.490 

94.853 

5. 040 

S.040 

S.840 

4,575 

0.910 

0.920 

0.910 

219,682 

4.490 

4.440 

4.490 

9.K8 

6.350 

6.160 

6.300 

07,684 

2.900 

2.900 

2.900 

530.549 

9.650 

9.669 

9.920 

2.450 

4.060 

4.900 

4.900 

29.7B5 

1.270 

1.230 

1.210 

40.798 

0.500 

0.590 

0.660 

11,005 

4.250 

4.400 

4.460 

1,334,276 

10.400 

9.930 

30.620 

790,296 

4.610 

4.700 

4.040 

78,631 

4.150 

4.260 

4. 200 

19.611 

X.970 

1.950 

1.930 

650, 545 

5.600 

5.650 

5.640 

47,500 

1.000 

0.950 

0.950 

10,140,010 
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financial 

markets 




la co-operatiM with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


?ersns for malari* 


| US. Dollar la |nttntatloajd MarkotS 

I A/Cu; Vc*k Hcu> Vo/ik 

\ Cam *y ctoic cto* * 

| 20/5/93 H15/9 

I ^'erling Pound I.SSM 1.5430 

Dentscfae Mark J.6155 1 .6255 

Swiss Franc • J.j^O K46S1 

FrnA Franc __ ‘ . ~ rr $. wg 3.47 30 

Japanese Y«n - ' ; - ^ U0 6] ||0 , 5fl 

European Cnrreny Unit 1,2065** ' 1.2050 

* USD Per STG 

** Eonpoa Opc ib| @Miu. GMT 

Earocurrtnqr Inf raat Rata Data: ZI/S/1993 

Curr ency 1 MTH 3 MTHSj 6 MTOS[12 MTT 

% U^. Dollar 3.00 ~ 3.13 3.22 3.62 

Sterling Pound 5 .94 5.94 5.94 6.09 

Deutsche Mark 7.M 7.37 7.00 6.56 

Swiss Franc . 6.02 5.00 4.61 4.56 

French Franc 7,73 7.35 7.00 6.57 

Japanese Yen * 3.7S 3.25 3.51 5.37 

European Current Unit 7.93 7.50 7.3/ 7.0O 
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Currency 
U.S.Doriar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swbs Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 

^ Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
kalian Lira* 
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Other C ur re n cies 

Currency' Bid 

Bahraini Dinar 1.7970 

Lebanese Lira* 0.03820 

Saudi Rlyai Q, 1826 

Kuwaiti Dinar 2,2300 

Qatari Rlyai 0.1858 

Egyptian round 0,1950 

Omani Rtyal 1.7450 

UAE Dirham 0.1656 

Greek Drachma* 0.3116 

Cypriot Pound 1.4130 

• Per HO 

CAB Indces (or Amman Financial Market* 


0.02063. 
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12/5/1993 Close 

AH-Sbarc 

203.62 

Banking Sector _ 

144.33 

Insurance Sector 

211.05 

Industry Sector 

\ 265.67 

Services Sector 

273.61 
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Saudi Arabia reports banking , industrial growth 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia has reported strong 
growth in its banking and indust- 
rial sectors in what it said was a 
return of confidence in ihc eco- 
nomy following the Gulf war. 

In its annual report, the Saudi 
Arabia Monetary Agency 
(SAMA) said deposits with the 
kingdom's 12 commercial hanks 
hud steadily increased since the 
end of the war. which triggered a 
capital flight from the region. 

After a loss of 3.6 billion riyals 
($960 million) just after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, deposits 
jumped by 19.2 per cent to 17 1 .2 
billion riyaLs ($45.6 billion) at the 
end of 1991. and by 3.6 per cent 
to 177.4 rivals ($47.3 billion) at 
the end of 1992. 

“The deposits continued lo in- 


crease to reach 1K6.H billion rivals 
(549.8 billion) .it the end’ of 
March, a rise of 5.3 per cent.” 
SAMA said in Ihc report. 

•‘This is due to the return of 
confidence in ihe Saudi economy 
in general in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis.” the report noted. 

Most Gulf states reported a 
sharp decline in deposits in the 
first iwo months after the Kuwait 
invasion, which sparked a panic 
rush for withdrawals and transfer 

of money outside ihe region. 
According lo a report 'by the 
Abu Dhabi-hascd Arab Monet- 
ary Fund, around $23 billion in 
government and private funds 
were moved out of the (iulf in 
1991). mostly from Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
A post-war business upturn in 


the region also enabled Saudi 
banks to make record profits, 
which stood at S97X billion in 
1992 compared with S5hS million 
in 1991. an increase of 73 per 
cent. 

SAMA said foreign assets de- 
clined by 12.5 billion riyals ($3.3 
billion) to 106.4 billion riyals 
($28.3 billion) in l ( >92. 

But at the end of March tliev 
recovered to 116.4 billion rivals 
($31 billion), accounting for 
around 38.7 per cent of lota! 
assets. 

It also reports growth in the 
capitals and reserves of Saudi 
banks, pushing up- shareholders 
equities by 5.7 billion rivals 
($1.52 billion) lo 24.5 hiliion 
riyals ($6.53 billion) in 1992. and 
to 26.6 hiliion riyals (S7.D9 bil- 


lion) at the end of March. 

Loans and grams to the private 
sector also surged by IS.4 per 
cent to 87.2 billion riyals ($23.2 
billion) in 1992. and by 7.6 pci 
cent to 93.>S billion riyals (S25 
hiliion) ai the end of March. 

In ihc industrial sector, the 
focus of a government drive to 
lessen reliance on oil. real growth 
stood at nine percent in 1W1 and 
7b new industrial units were sel 
up with a Capital of 1.6 billion 
rivals (S42f> million). 

This brought the total indust- 
rial units to 1.886 with investment 
of 1 14.8 hiliion riyals ($3U.n bil- 
lion). providing I5o.000 job-. 

The industrial sector js poised 
for more gn»wth .is the kingdom's 
giant, the Saudi Arabian Basie 
Industries Company, has 


Turks plan to invest $830m in Turkmenistan 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
businessmen, planning invest- 
ments of over $800 miUkm in 
Turkmenistan, have said the re- 
public offered vast opportunities 
to foreign investors. 

“Turkmenistan is the most 
promising republic in Central 
Asia,” Cengiz Deminas, market- 
ing manager at Ortas, a trading 
company, told Reuters. “Its 
population is only four million, 
but it can earn at least $5 billion 
from natural gas sales alone. So 
its per capita income may jump 
sharply in the future.” 

Turkmenistan's Deputy Presi- 
dent Nazar Suyunov, quoted by 
Anatolian News Agency, said 
foreign investors could transfer 
their profits freely out of the 
country. 

“Investments with over 30 per 
cent of foreign capital involve- 
ment are exempted from taxes for 
three years,” he said. 
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Anatolian said 12 Turkish firms 
planned to invest $830 million in 
Turkmenistan, rich in natural 
gas. oil, cotton and livestock. The 
investments include turn-key pro- 
jects in tourism, textiles and agri- 
cultural and food industries. 

‘Turkmenistan can now pro- 
cess only three per cent of its 
(annual) cotton output of 1.4 
million tonnes. It needs to exploit 
its underground resources.” 
Namik Kemal Ekinci, deputy 
president of Ekinciler Holding, 
said. 

Ekinciler Holding is negotiat- 
ing with Turkmenistan to build a 
hotel, two flour factories, a pasta 
plant and a baby food factory, as 
well as three coldstores and a 
cultural centre. 

‘Turkmenistan has everything 
but no processing plants. It needs 
to improve its infrastructure. In 
the short-run lively business 
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opportunities may emerge for 
foreigners, particularly in the 
telecommunications field.” Mr. 
Deminas said. The cash-poor re- 
public, he added, currently relied 
on barter as its main trade tool. 

Mr. Ekinci said Argentine, Ita- 
lian, Japanese and U.S. firms 
were studying investment pro- 
jects in banking, oil, glass, sugar, 
textiles and construction. 

Turkish energy officials say the 
former Soviet republic has esti- 
mated natural gas reserves of 8.1 
trillion cubic metres and oil re- 
serves of 700 million tonnes. 

Turkmenistan, now in the rou- 
ble zone, said last year it planned 
to introduce its own currency 
unit. 

Turkey and Turkmenistan, 
sharing ethnic and cultural ties, 
signed a provisional agreement 
last year to build a natural gas 
pipeline from Turkmenistan 


across Turkey to Europe. 

Turkey's Eximbank gave Turk- 
menistan credits w-onh S7S mil- 
lion in 1992 to help finance im- 
pots of Turkish goods. 
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cm burked on major expansion 
projects. 

The company now produces 
around 13 million tonnes a year 
of petrochemicals and otliet "pet- 
roleum products, ami the expan- 
sion projects, costing $8 billion, 
will push output to 311 million 
tonnes by WS. 

The rep*»rt said that S;iudi 
gross national priHiuct | ( iNIM 
grew by an average of more than 
10 per cen i during the two years 
of the Gulf crisis and would grow 
more than live per cent in both 
1992 and IW.V 

The rept>rl said GNP grew IH.8 
per cent in loon and 9.g |x*r cent 
in IWI. 

The desert kingdom spent a 
total of 476.8 billion riyals ($127 
hiliion) in 1 9911 and IWI com- 
pared to earnings ol 3l(i.n billion 
(SS4.4 billumi during the same 
period, ihc rcjutri said. 

In line with the budgel 
announced in January. SAMA 
forecast a deficit ol 27 8 In I lion 
riyals (S7.4 hiliion) ibis sear, to 
be financed through government 
borrowing. 


Almost a third ol the 52.5 
billion Ihe government plaits to 
spend in 1 9*>3 has inrun alUvated 
to defence and security. 

Oil exports increased by S.9 
j ter cent in 1991 (h |n> 3 billion 
nyals (S4.V5 hiliion). Non-oil ev- 
I urns earned Riv.ulh 15.3 billion 
rivals ($4.1 billion) in the same 
year. 

Saudi Arabia's trade surplus 
dmp|K'd live per tvni in !*W| t»» 

SI. 3 billion rivals (S21.7 billion). 
Imports eoniinued to rise m thv 
pasl three years, reaching an esti- 
mated 122.7 billion rivals ($32.7 
billion) in |902. 

The report said the cost ol 
living tell 0.4 per cen: Iasi year 
when Riyadh cut prices tor basic 
goods, iiiainlv oil products lor 
domestic consumption It said 
that despite a rise* ol 4.2 pei cvnt 
m the cost ol living in |9»M Saudi 
Arabia sitll enjoy cd one ol the 
world's lowest iutlation rales 

The ri-jKirt s.ud Litest eciisus 
figures showed that Saudi Ata- 
hia's jiopidanon had doubled in 
ihe past 2» vears to teach I" 
million 
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3 killed in Sarajevo shelling 


SARAJEVO (R) — At least 

three people were killed and 
45 wounded in renewed shell- 
ing of Sarajevo Saturday as 
Washington and its partners 
tried to patch up their rift over 
how to end the war in Bosnia. 

A deputy prime minister in 
the Muslim-led government, 
Zlatko Lagumdzija, was 
among those injured in what 
U.N. officials said was the 
worst barrage of the Serb- 
besieged Bosnian capital since 
the warring sides signed a 
truce on May 8. 

Doctors at the French hos- 
pital where Lagumdzija was 
taken said he was in satisfac- 
tory condition after stomach 
surgery. 

The casualty figures were 
reported by two main hospit- 
als in Sarajevo. The latest 
fighting followed shelling Fri- 
day in which four people were 
killed and more than 30, many 
of them children, were in- 
jured. 

The city's television station 
and a first aid post were hit 
but there were in reports of 
casualties in either incident. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said several civilians 
had also been killed or 
wounded in the past 24 hours 
in a Serb artillery assault on 


the northeastern town of 

Maglaj. 

A spokesman for the U-S. Pro- 
tection Force could not confirm 
reports of clashes around Maglaj, 
where the Bosnian Serb army has 
accused Muslim forces of laun- 
ching attacks. 

But he confirmed there had 

been fighting Friday around 
Brcko, another northern town 
which controls a key Serb supply 
route. 

Battles have raged on in Bos- 
nia, albeit at a lower intensity, as 
the United States, Russia and 
Europe try to forge a common 
strategy to end the 14-month 
conflict following Bosnian Serb 
rejection of the current U.N.- 
backed peace plan. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton has 
backed away from his plan to arm 
the Muslims and bomb the Serbs 
after resistance from Russia and 
Europe. 

He said Friday he was sceptical 
that what was now being prop- 
osed could end the conflict, but 
officials said the United States 
might be ready to live, at least 
temporarily, with war gains by 
the Serbs,' now in control of 70 
per cent of Bosnia. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher planned more talks 
with America's allies Saturday 
amid reports that progress was 
being made. 

Diplomatic sources said Mr. 
Christopher’s discussions with the 
foreign ministers of France, Bri- 


Ukraine nuclear incident 
‘will bolster opposition’ 


KIEV f R) — A fire and explo- 
sion that killed i worker at a 
Ukrainian nuclear power station 
— Europe’s largest — was no 
different from any industrial acci- 
dent. officials said Saturday. 

But they acknowledged the in- 
cident at the Zaporizha station 
would boost opposition to govern- 
ment plans to expand the nuclear 
industry's capacity seven years 
after the Chernobyl disaster. 

Ecologists in Ukraine renewed 
calls for the closure of the coun- 
try’s network of five nuclear pow- 
er stations. 

"There was no radiation leak 
and no substantial damage." Nur 
Ignatullin. first deputy director of 
Ukraine’s Nuclear Power 
Directorate, said by telephone. 

“From the standpoint of emo- 
tion. this will make it more diffi- 
cult to persuade parliament to 
expand nuclear capacity. But in 
real terms, this sort of incident 
could have occurred at arfV ther- 
mal station." 

Officials at the Zaporizha Sta- 
tion. 600 kilometres southeast of 
Kiev, said the explosion and fire 
were caused by sparks from a 
welder's torch igniting with leak- 
ing hydrogen from a cooling pipe. 


A second workman remained 
in hospital with serious burns, but 
officials said he was probably out 
of danger. 

The station’s chief engineer. 
Taras Plokhiy. said by telephone 
that the fire was extinguised with- 
in 10 minutes outside the plant’s 
fifth reactor, which was under- 
going scheduled maintenance. 

Officials contacted immediate- 
ly after the accident said firefigh- 
ters took two hours to bring the 
blaze under control. 

Local radio and television 
broadcast news of the incident 
soon after it occurred. Officials 
reported a “minor panic" as resi- 
dents of Zaporizha. a city of 
900.000 some 50 kilometres 
away, jammed switchboards in 
search of more information. 

But the Ukrinform News 
Agency and national radio gave a 
brief 'account only Saturday 
morning — probably more a re- 
flection of ihe sluggish nature of 
the Ukrainian media than a de- 
liberate attempt to withhold in- 
formation. 

The Zaporizha plant is the 
most modern of Ukraine's nuc- 
lear plants and provides 14 per 
cent of the country’s electricity. 


4 blacks, 2 whites killed 
in S. African township * 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Six 
people were killed near Johan- 
nesburg Saturday when hostel 
dwellers opened fire on pro-ANC 
marchers and angry blacks 
attacked white security guards, 
killing two. 

Reuters Television cameraman 
Leon Malherbe said police told 
him the whites were killed after 
being attacked by a 2l)0-strong 
mob from phola Park squatter 
camp following the shootings of 
four blacks, one by police, in 
nearby Thokoza township. 

A third white security guard 
was injured in the attack. 

Witnesses said the Thokoza 
violence erupted after pro-ANC 
marchers, many armed with 
spears and clubs, began trading 
insults with mainly Zulu-speaking 
workers at a hostel on the route 
through Thokoza. 

Reuter photographer Juda 
Ngwenya said police shot dead an 


ANC member armed with an 
AK.-47 assault rifle after the hos- 
tel violence. 

“The man was trying to shoot 
at police.” said Mr. Ngwenya. 
adding that police fired teargas 
and birdshot to try to disperse, 
groups of angry youths gathering 
in Thokoza a~nd the march, to air 
labour grievances, was breaking 
up 

He said peace monitors and 
police who were • escorting the 
march lost control when marchers 
tried to force back a small group 
of Zulu-speaking protesters 
through the hostel gates. 

ANC spokesman Cart Niehuus 
urged police to try to arrest those 
responsible for the killings. 

“We call on everyone involved 
to try to prevent further blood- 
shed and urge the police to take 1 
immediate action to prevent 
further shooting from the hos- 
tel." Mr. Niehaus told Reuter. 


Chechnya moves to mend 
relations with Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's rebel 
Chechnya region, which declared 
independence IN months ago. 
took a step towards normalising 
its severed relations with Moscow 
by restoring banking links. 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported Saturday. 

But it was not dear whether u 
new "Popular Trust!* cabinet, 
formed this month by opponents 
of President Dzhokhar Dudayev 
amidst growing unrest in the oil- 
produring territory, could imple- 
ment the move. Mr. Dudayev has 
kept his own cabinet and army. 

When Mr. Dudayev, a former 
.Soviet Air Force general, took 
power in September 1991. he 
"announced that the department 
of Russia's Central Bank which’ 
had paid pensions and salaries to 
Chechnya was henceforth to be- 
come the Chechen National 
Bank. 

In retaliation. Russia stopped 
allocating cash to it. Although 
most Chechens support the idea 
of independence, popular opposi- 
tion to Mr. Dudayev s rule has 
escalated sharply since local pay- 
ments of wages and pensions 


virtually stopped. 

The Popular Trust cabinet has 
now decided to restart the Rus- 
sian Central Bank’s branch in 
Chechnya, enabling Moscow to 
transfer cash again to the capital. 
TASS said a local commercial 
bank would now do the job of 
accepting transfers. 

In a separate development. 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin said Friday that some 
former Soviet republics have ex- 
pressed interest in becoming part 
of Russia, the Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

The agency also quoted Vice 
Premier Alexander Shokhin as 
saying that one of those states 
was Tajikistan, which he said 
made inquiries about six months 
ago in the midst of its bloody civil 
war. The Central Asian nation is 
among the poorest former repub- 
lics. 

"Some republics of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) are beginning today to re- 
quest the government of the Rus- 
sian Federation to include them 
in its composition/' Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin said. 


tain, Russia and Spain were likely 
to be held jointly. The group 
could announce afterwards a 
common set of principles on solv- 
ing the Bosnian crisis. 

“Without being overly optimis- 
tic on such a complex issue. I 
think that the proposals which 
have been made by the various 
parties can constitute a jont plan 
and lead. I hope, to an agree- 
ment/’ French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Friday. 

Ideas under discussion include 
expansion of Muslim “safe 
areas,” tightened sanctions’, crea- 
tion of a war crimes tribunal and 
deployment of monitors on Bos- 
nia’s border with Yugoslavia to 
ensure no arms flow to Bosnian 
Serbs. 

But an expected U.N. resolu- 
tion on the monitors appeared to 
have been scuppered in advance 
by Dobrica Cosic, president of 
the rump Yugoslav Federation of 
Serbia and Montenegro. 

“They (U.N. monitors) do not 
solve the problem and they en- 
danger our sovereignty and 
offend the dignity of our state,” 
Mr. Cosic told Britain’s Sky News 
Television in an interview. 

Belgrade, previously blamed 
for fuelling the war, threw its 
weight behind the U.N.-backed 
peace plan earlier this month 
hoping the world would respond 
by lifting crippling economic 
sanctions against Serbia- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

When Bosnia’s Serbs rejected 
the plan, Belgrade declared its 


border with Bosnia dosed except 
for food and medicines. 

Mr. Cosic said the sanctions 
had put Yugoslavia in “a ghetto, 
a quarantine, a concentration 
camp” and made Serbia and 
Montenegro hostages to the civil 
war. 

Good progress is being made 
on a “realistic and agreed way" to 
stop the fighting in Bosnia, Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said Friday. 

“We are not there yet. There is 
some work still to be done. But 
compared to a week or so ago, 
those of us involved in these 
consultations are dearly moving 
together,” he said after meeting 
with Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali. 

“I think it’s malting good 'prog- 
ress,” he told reporters at the 
United Nations. 

“The aim is to have a realistic 
and agreed way of containing the- 
fighting, reducing the fighting, 
stopping the fighting, and then 
moving forward to a just and 
equitable peace.” 

French Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe, who saw Dr. Ghali earlier 
in the day, also said be hoped the 
United States and Europeans 
could reach a common policy on 
Bosnia. 

“Without being overly optimis- 
tic on such a complex issue. I 
think that the proposals which 
have been made by the various 
parties can constitute a joint plan 
and lead. I hope, to an agree- 
ment/’ Mr. Juppe told reporters. 


Angolan peace talks 
collapse ; war continues 


ABIDJAN (R) — Marathon 
Angolan peace talks have col- 
lapsed after the government and 
UNITA rebels failed to agree on 
a draft peace package, raising 
fears that the dvil war may inten- 
sify. 

A final session of the six-week- 
old talks in Ivory Coast broke up 
without success Friday night and 
participants said negotiations 
were suspended indefinitely. 

"I’m afraid the war is going to 
go on and probably to intensify/* 
Margaret Anstee. the United Na- 
tions special envoy to Angola, 
told reporters in' the Ivorian 
capita] Abidjan. 

“That means we have to inten- 
sify our efforts to try to get the 
two sides together again." 

There was no indication if or 
when talks between UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) and-the 
MPLA (Popular Movement'for 
the Liberation of Angola) gov- 
ernment would restart. 

Ms. Anstee said the main 
stumbling-point was a key milit- 
ary clause in the draft peace 
agreement saying UNITA fight- 
ers would withdraw from areas 
they have occupied since fighting 
started again late last year. 

The MPLA said it was ready to 
sign the Abidjan peace package, 
drawn up by observers from Por- 
tugal. Russia and the United 
States, as it stood. UNITA re- 
fused. 

The United Nations helped 
bring about a peace agreement in 
1991 to end 16 years of dvil war 
in the former Portuguese colony 
but UNITA took up arms again 


after rejecting its defeat in U.N.- 
supervised elections last Septem- 
ber. 

Senior MPLA delegate Gener- 
al Higino Cameiro said it was 
difficult to say if there would be a 
resumption of fighting. He said 
the government would continue 
io fight to defend its institutions 
and the Angolan people. 

"The solution to Angola will 
not be war but the government is 
not going to fold its arms." he 
said. 

UNITA*s chief negotiator 
Jorge Valentim repeated the re- 
bel movement's position that the 
U.N. should send peacekeeping 
troops to the southern African 
country. 

“The situation is a complex 
one/* he said. "For a ceasefire 
you need the United Nations, you 
need blue helmets.” . 

N£s. Anstee was due to leave 
the "Ivorian capital Abidjan for 
New York later Friday night, and 
government negotiators were 
planning to return to Luanda at 
the weekend. It was not clear 
when UNITA delegates would 
leave. . 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali said early this week the 
Abidjan talks should end Friday. 
Diplomats said last week he was 
likely to advise the Security 
Council not to renew the U.N.'s 
observer role in Angola beyond 
the end of this month unless the 
talks made significant progress. 

President Bill Clinton Wednes- 
day announced U.S. recognition 
of the formerly-marxist MPLA. 
effectively ending 18 years of 
support for UNITA: 


Cuban epidemic appears 
to be falling off — doctors 


HAVANA (R). — A mystery 
epidemic of a nervous disease 
that has swept across Cuba, 
affecting up to 26,000 people, 
appears to be decreasing slightly 
in its intensity, Cuban doctors 
said. 

"The epidemic is showing a 
tendency to decrease as a 
whole. ..only a little, but decreas- 
ing.” Dr. Raul Gomez Cabrera, 
director of the Herman os Amei- 
jeiras Hospital in Havana, told a 
news conference. 

Dr. Gomez and other Cuban 
specialists at the conference said 
up to 26.000 people on the 
Communist-ruled Caribbean is- 
land were suffering from the dis- 
ease. described as an "epidemic 
neuropathy." 

The epidemic, which has hit 
Cuba while it is in the grips of a 
severe economic recession, 
attacks the body’s nervous sys- 
tem, either disrupting the 
eyesight or affecting the sense of 
feeling or touch in limbs. 

Dr. Gomez said Cuban experts 
were working with foreign spe- 
cialists brought in by the World 
Health Organisation to try to 
track down the exact cause of the 
disease, which was still unknown. 

“It’s like a jig-saw puzzle. If 
you don’t have all the pieces, you 
can’t give an explanation or an 
overall theory,” he said. 

The Cuban and foreign special- 
ists have been following three 
main lines of investigation. First- 
ly, that the disease is nutrition- 
related. secondly that it is caused 
by a toxin and thirdly that it may 
be the result of a virus. 

"There’s nothing definitive yet. 
There are many question marks," 
Dr. Gomez said. 

A top U.S. virus expert and 
U.S. Nobel laureate in medicine. 
Dr. Carleton Gajdusek, who 


spent two days in Cuba studying 
the epidemic, said Wednesday it 
was nothing tike anything he had 
ever heard of or seen before. 

Other foreign experts also ex- 
pressed surprise at the number of 
cases, saying this was unpre- 
cedented in the medical history 
for this kind of disease. 

"It’s certainly a staggering 
scale." Dr. Alfredo Sadun. an 
eye neurologist 'working for the 
private U.S. eye care organisa- 
tion Orbis, told reporters Thurs- 
day. 

As a preventive measure, 
Cuba's health authorities have 
been distributing a Vitamin sup- 
plement containing Vitamin B 
Complex to the island's entire 
population of nearly 11 million 
people. The nation was spending 
.17 million to import the extra 
Vitamins, officials said. 

Dr. Gomez said the majority of 
those affected were responding 
well to intensive treatment with 
Vitamins and other therapies. 

Within the overall tendency 
towards a decrease, cases featur- 
ing disruption to eyesight had 
fallen off, while there was an 
increase in the so-called peripher- 
al form of the disease, which 
affects the limbs. 

Foreign specialists have so far 
concurred with assertions by 
Cuban doctors that the epidemic 
cannot be exclusively blamed on 
nutrition levels in Cuba, which 
have fallen because of wide- 
spread shortages of Vitamin-rich 
foods like meat, eggs and wheat- 
flour products. 

The Cuban experts said nutri- 
tion deficiencies could have a 
role in the development of the 
disease, but scientists were still 
actively looking at the possibility 
that a toxin or virus was behind it. • 
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MkbeDe McLean, Miss Universe 1992 of Namibia (right) Friday pots 
the crown on Dayman Torres of Puerto Rico (left), tike new Mbs 
Universe 15193 (AFP photo) 

Miss Puerto Rico is 
crowned Miss Universe 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Daya- 
nara Torres, a student and part- 
time model from Puerto Rico, 
was chosen Friday night as Miss 
Universe 1993 out of a field of 79 
beauty queens from around the 
world. 

Dressed in a strapless white 
evening gown. Miss Torres. 18. 
was swarmed by fellow contes- 
tants as she was crowned by Miss 
Universe 1992, Michelle McLean 
of Namibia. 

As the new Miss Universe, 
Miss Torres wins 5200,000 worth 
of prize s . She will spend a year 
, making official appearances 
around the world. 

Paula Betancourt, 21, of 
MeddHn. Colombia, wore a slim, 
blade strapless gown trimmed 
with sparkling silver rhinestones, 
as she was chosen the tint 
runner-up. Milka ChuKna, 19, of 
Maracay, Venezeula, in an 
orange gown with a hoop skirt' 
and gold brocade, was made 
second runner-up in the glittering 
ceremony broadcast to 175 na- 
tions. 

Miss Torres was chosen from 
the top three finishers after a final 
round of questioning by the 
judges. AH were asked: “If you 
are chosen as Miss Uttvierse, 
what do you want to accom- 
plish?” 

Miss Torres said die would 
focus on young people. “I believe 
that we should turn our energies 
to the childr&n of the world, 
because that is where our future 
lies.” 

Miss Colombia said she would 
work to join the nations of the 
world together in an ecological 
campaign to make the earth safe 
for future generations. Miss 
Venezuela said she would strive 
to turn people’s negative atti- 
tudes into positive ones. 

The three were chosen from a 
field of 10 semifinalists. 

Kenya Moore of tbe United 
States, Australia’s Voni Dolfbs, 
Leila Schuster of Brazil, Pavlina 
Barbukova of the Czech Repub- 
lic, Tarja Smura of Finland, 
Namarta Shirodkar of India and 
Eugenia Santana of Spain were 


Cambodia 
elections 
to go ahead 
despite 
violence 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Gambo- 
ls dian elections will go ahead Sun- 
day despite continuing violence 
that killed at least four people 
overnight, the head of the U.N. 
peacekeepers said Saturday. 

“We will hold elections in all 
provinces of Cambodia/' Yasushi 
Akashi, the Japanese diplomat 
who has led the 22.000-strong 
U.N. Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC) since it was 
deployed in March, 1992, told a 
news conference. 

Two Chinese U.N. peacekeep- 
ing soldiers were killed and four 
wounded during an overnight 
battle between Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas and Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment forces in southeastern 
Cambodia, U.N. sources said 
Saturday. 

A U.N. military observer con- 
tacted in the town of Kompong 
Cham said the peacekeepers were 
killed at their base in Skoun, 80 
kilometres north of the capital as 
foe rival factions clashed at mid- 
night. 

Xinhua, the state news agency 
of China, a country which faith- 
fully backed the Khmer Rouge 
for 13 years, said the men were 
killed by artillery shells. Several 
engineers were wounded, it 


the semifinalists eliminated. 

The mayor of Santurce and 
others from Miss Torres’ home- 
town cheered die brown haired, 
blue eyed model, who is 5 feet 8V5 
indies (174 ems) tall. 

Tickets, selling for as much as 
$220, sold out for Friday’s 
pageant at tbe 10,000-seat 
National Auditorium. 

The 10 semi finalists were 
chosen Monday after the swim- 
suit and evening gown events. 
But the names kept secret until 
Friday’s two-hour ceremony that 
was seen by more than 600 mil- 
lion viewers worldwide. 

The competition for a crown, 
scholarship and prizes this year 
drew contestants as varied as an 
aspiring an ch orw oman, psycho- 
logists and architects. 

During four weeks of appear- 
ances, tbe contestants visited 
, beach resorts in Oaxaca, Cam- 
peche and tbe colonial city of 
Zacatecas. 

In the semifinals Monday 
night. Miss Venezuela received a 
51,000 check for being the contes- 
tant with “the 'world’s most 
beautiful hair.” Miss Ghana was 
chosen as Miss Congeniality and 
Miss Spain as Miss Photogenic. 

Cecilia Bolocco of Chile, a 
popular announcer on Spanish- 
language television in the United 
States, and American TV 
announcer Dick Clark were hosts 
for the final event. Miss Bolocco 
was Miss Universe 1987. 

Miss Universe 1989, Angela 
Visser of the Netherlands, was 
special commentator for the third 
year in a row. 

Judges included Venezuelan . 
singer and actress Maria Conchita 
Alonso, who earlier represented 
her country in tbe contest, and 
Miss Universe 1991 Lupita Jones 
of Mexico, whose new book 
“Word Of The Queen, minces no 
words in its behind-the-scenes 
look at beauty contests. 

This was the third time tbe 
Miss Universe contest has been 
held in Mejfico. It was held m 
Acapulco in' 1978 and in Cancun I 
in 1989. I 


Pelting condemned the artillery 
attack that killed the two 
Chinese. 

"Two Chinese engineers were 
killed and four others were 
wounded/' a Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman confirmed in 
a statement released by Xinhua. 

“We strongly condemn this se- 
rious act of violence,” the spokes- 
man said. 

“The Chinese side has asked 
the U.N. Transitional ’Authority 
in Cambodia -(UNTAC) to in- 
vestigate tbe case and take effec- 
tive measures to ensure the per- 
sonal safety of the Chinese en- 
gineers on peacekeeping mis- 
sions,” tbe spokesman added. > 

“We solemnly demand that all 
forces concerned in Cambodia 
immediately stop attacking U.N. 
peacekeeping personnel, includ- 
ing tbe Chinese engineers." 

A government policeman was 
shot dead late Friday night and 
two were injured when their post 
was' Attacked in Kratie province 
northwest of Phnom Penh, UN- 
TAC reported. It said a head- 
quarters of ti»e Royalist Party was 
hit by a band grenade killing one 
and injuring another in the same 
province. 

Mr. Akashi admitted that UN- 
TAC had been unable to create a 
neutral political environment in 
Cambodia for the elections, as 
called for in the all -faction Paris 
peace agreement of- October, 
1991, which set out the terms for 
foe election and proposed foe 
peacekeeping force. 

“I am confident we have the 
minimal acceptable conditions for 
free and fair elections, not the 
maximum, far from it/' he said. 

Mr. Akashi said parts of each 
’province would be participating 
in the elections, but people in 
three or four districts would be 
unable to vote because of vio- 
lence. 


Venezuela leader suspended; 
acting president takes over 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuelan 
President Carlos Andres ,Perez 
was suspended from his post and 
ordered to stand trial on corrup- 
tion charges, the first time a 
president has been impeached in 
nearly four decades of democratic 
rule. 

Senators voted unanimously to 
ratify a Supreme Court ruling 
Thursday that there was enough 
evidence to try the unpopular 
Perez, survivor of coup attempts 
and political bids to oust him. on 
charges of embezzlement and 
misuse of public funds. 

“This is a significant blow 
against corruption.” Congress 
Vice President Felipe Montilla 
told senators. 

Octavio Lepage, the president 
of Congress who has devoted balf 
a century to politics with foe 
ruling Democratic Action Party, 
was swom in as acting president 
of this oil-exporting nation while 
lawmakers applauded. 

‘I am sure (the people) will 
accept me,” Mr. Lepage said. 
“My name is a dean name. No-- 
body can point out any stain.” 

Mr. Lepage. a Perez leadership 
rival before 1988 elections, said 
he would honour all of Vene- 
zuela's foreign commitments and 
had not yet considered whether 
to change foe cabinet. 

The presidential sash, bearing 


the blue, red and yellow colours 
of tbe nation’s flag, was placed 
around Mr. Lepage as a military 
band broke into the national 
anthem. The sash had to be al- 
tered to fit Mr. Lepage's diminu- 
tive frame. 

"The president of the republic 
is suspended of his- duties/' said 
the motion that senators voted to 
approve. 

Outside the presidential 
palace, about 500 demonstrators 
shouting foe name of Lieutenant 
Colonel Hugo Chavez. leader of 
the February 1992 coup attempt, 
clashed with police and left when 
they were fired upon with tear- 
gas and plastic pellets. 

Another 400 protesters 
gathered outside of Congress 
shouting “corrupt, corrupt” as 
legislators sought to leave the 
building. 

The rice-president of the ruling 
party, Paulina Gamus, was 
roughed up by the crowd, and she 
broke away in tears. 

Police dispersed the crowd with 
tear-gas. 

Mr. Lepage. 69, who was 
elected president of Congress in 
February for the second time, is a 
ruling party senator from his 
home state of Anzoategui on 
Venezuela’s eastern Caribbean 
coast. 


People living in zones under 
foe control of the Khmer Rouge 
will not be able to vote. The 
radical guerrilla group killed a 
million people through execu- 
tion, starvation, disease and 
forced labour when it ran foe 
country from 1975 to 1979. 

Votes will be cast in about 80 
per cent of Cambodian territory, 
Mr. Akashi said. He hoped SO 
per cent of foe 4.76 million reg- 
istered voters would be able to 
cast ballots. 

Mr. Akashi said the greatest 
obstacle faced by UNTAC was 
the Khmer Rouge’s military 
threat. The group withdrew from 
the election calling it a tool to 
‘legitimise foe rule of Premier 
Hun Sen’s Phnom Penh govern- 
ment, installed by the Viet- 
namese after they ousted the 
Khmer Rouge in an invasion. 

He said newly-equipped 
Khmer Rouge fighters were now 
roving the countryside in bands of 
between 200 and 400. A year ago 
such groups comprised only a 
dozen or so guerrillas. 

But tbe Khmer Rouge have not 
presented the only problem. 

“Acte of political violence, in- 
timidation and harassment have 
been more numerous than we 
would tike,” Mr. Akashi said. 
“Many of . such, acts have been 
related to SOC and CPP, but not 
exclusively so.” 

The State of Cambodia (SOC) 
is tbe formal name of the Phnom 
Penh government and its ruling 
political organisation is the Cam- 
bodia People’s Party (CPP). 

Meanwhile Cambodian head of 
state Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
returned to his country on the eve 

of Sunday’s national elections 
and said he supported the polls 
even though he viewed them as 
I flawed. 
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French school < 

hostage drama to be 
made into a film 

PARIS IR1 — A film calk’d 
Human Bomb is to tv £ 

foe French school hostage drama 
last week in which a gunman held 
toddlers and their teacher » 
until he was shot dead 
French newspaper 
Script author Gilles <- ; lh ^“ 
told the newspaper 
be wrote the scenario o* Human 
Bomb during the 46-houi * 

the Commandant t h.ir^ot 
Nursery School m the U™ 
urb of Neuilly- “I wanted to work 
on a police film when 1 heard 
about this incident. So I wrote the 
script as it was happening, hr 
said. Human Bomb i> what the 
hooded gunman. Fnc bchimtt 
42. called himself. He was armed 
with 21 sticks of dynamite and 
held his captives at gunpoint in 
their classroom. He injti.il*> took 
21 children and their teacher hos- 
tage. He released 15 of the tod- 
dlers in exchange for money hut 
still had six children m the clas- 
sroom with him when he was 
killed by police last Saturd.iv . An 
announcement in the trade maga- 
zine Le Film Francais said the 
production company l.c> Films 
En Hiver would shoot Human 
Bomb in August. It said l-ranck 
Landron would direct the film, 
starring actress Elsa ZylhcrMem 
as schoolmistress Laurence 
Dreyfus, widely acclaimed as a 
hdro of the siege. Schmitt will be 
played by Bernard Ballet 

Swedish party seeks 
sexual equality 

HUDIKSVALL. Sweden (R) — 
Sweden's small Environmental 
Party, which also wants an equal 
distribution of power between 
men and women, has voted to 
promote sexual equality in its 
own leadership. But a parts con- 
gress at Hudiksval! in northern 
Sweden turned down an attempt 
to make foe 50-50 rule obligatory, 
on the grounds that there might 
not be enough women candidates 
fpr.top party jobs. Spokeswoman 
"Marianne Samuelsson said: "But 
die aim is dear. The Environ- 
mental Party is a pioneer w hen it 
comes to quotas on the basis of 
sex and this is a step in the right 
direction/’ The party, who fell 
below the four per cent 
threshold for seats in parliament 
at the last general election in- 
1991, is now campaigning on a* 
platform based on environmental 
concern and opposition to the 
European Community. 

Australia plans 
to outlaw child 
sex tours 

CANBERRA (AP) — The gov- 
ernment promised Friday to out- 
law Australians from taking pan 
in child sex tours in Asia but 
admitted there may be legal prob- 
lems in trying to prosecute offen- 
ders. Justice Minister Duncan 
Kerr said parliament regarded 
the 'tours as “terrible.” “We 
(will) do all we sensibly can to try 
to bring this to an end,” Mr. Kerr 
said. The government plans to 
ban the organising and advertis- 
ing of child sex tours for Austra- 
lians. It also wants to prosecute 
Australians who sexually abuse 
children in other countries. Some 
tour operators organise croups 
put together for the purpose of 
seeking sex with younc prosti- 
tu^m places like Thailand and 
The Australian 
arc m >’nitonng 
Australians on As, an se, touts, 

ij l sait ^’ However, there 
““Id be problems prosecurine 

ov?™ nS Cn , mcs emitted 
Overseas, except for w Jr crimes 

hijacking or torture which arc 
covered by special law*. M r v err 
afco said the government plans to 
assist countries where sexual ex- , 
pfonation of children ,s rife to * 
arack down on the child sex tour- 
trade. Australia’s action came 
after a series of newtCr ^ 
cles which exposed the 
nature of child sex lours l^AsSa! 

Thai 'Robin Hood’ 
surrenders 

BANGKOK (R) - * Th|| m 
who said he stole fZ V* man 
only to (dvc to £ tlK ' r,ch 
surrendered to pjfc ^’ r hjs 
wife and a friend \ ‘ ter h ? 
Tbe Notion newspaper s dT'nf ’ 
se'f-styled Robin 

nation he had 
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Rockets, Super sonics battle in deciding semifinal 
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(AP) - " i a ^ of 

anri^if n i? C ^ eattle Supersonics 
Houston Rockets finally 
t- .* ir Western Conference 
semifinal senes, the deciding fac- 
or may be the homecourt advan- 
ce. Neither team has been able 
▼ to win on the road. 

The Rockets sent the series 
pack to the Seattle Coliseum for 

inl^l nn - er " takc_aH game with a 
vl ? ory Thureday night. 

tB H/ ou * it s 8° in £ *0 he 

different. Seattle’s Shawn Kemp 
promised. “Much different." 

It s a crazy series." said Otis 
inorpe of Houston. 

The Rockets captured games 3, 
h and 6 in Houston by 18 . 11 and 
13 points. Seattle won games 1, 2 
and 5 at home by 9, 11 and 25 
points. 

Except for geography, there 
>sn t much separating the clubs, 
* each of whom won 55 regular- 
season games. The Sonics earned 
[he homecourt advantage by 
beating Houston three out of four 
times during the regular season. 

In this senes, the Sonics are 
averaging 98.5 points and 41 re- 
bounds to Houston's 98.0 points 
and 40.5 rebounds. 

Houston, with shot-blocking 
■ wizard Hakeem Olajuwon of 
Nigeria at centre, is averaging 6.5 
blocks to the Sonds’ 4.1, but the 
Sonics are turning the ball over 
less than the Rockets — 13.8 to 
18.5. 

In game 6, Houston’s Kenny 
Smith scored 30 points on 13-of- 
16 shooting, and he missed his 
first two shots. But until then. 
Smith hadn't been a major factor 
in the series, averaging 14.5 
points. 

t "This series has taken on a 
pattern,” Houston coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich said. "We have to 
change it.” 

Riley avoids firing verbal volleys 
at Bulls: Pat Riley knows that 
Michael Jordan called the New 
York Knicks a flawed team that is 



Ewing and John Starks are con- 
tained. 

"Michael has a right to say 
that.” Riley said. “He’s the man 
on the throne. He’s pre-eminent 
right now in the NBA. He's right 
that we have some weakness. We 
also have some strengths." 

Recent histoiy has shown that 
championship teams have needed 
a few years of failure in the 
conference finals before going on 
to win titles. Detroit’s nemesis 
was Boston before the Pistons 
won twice, and Chicago had to 
break through against Detroit be- 
fore the Bulls were successful the 
last two years. 

"Sometimes you do have to 
pay your dues in this league. But 
we hope to get past that,” Riley 
said. "It’s a state of mind. Start- 
ing last year we thought we had 
the talent to win. We have the 
opportunity to do it now.” 

Point guard Doc-Rivers said 
Jordan’s comments weren't 
offensive to the Knicks. 

"Every team is flawed.” Rivers 
said. “If there was a team that 
wasn't flawed, it would go 82-0 
and win the championship every 
year. The secret to winning is 
finding the other team's flaws and 


exploit them." 
Rive 


BoDs’ Horace Grant sinks in a dam dunk 


ripe for the Chicago Bulls' taking. 
He's not about to fire the same 
volley in the other direction. 

Injuries to Horace Grant, John 
Paxson and Bill Cartwright have 
raised questions about whether 
the Bulls are vulnerable m the 
Eastern Conference finals, 
although the two-time defending 
NBA champions are undefeated 
in seven playoff games this year. 

"They might be a little banged 
*up, but that hasn't affected them 
yet,” the knicks coach said Fri- 


day. "They’ve played extremely 
well in the playoffs and their 
offensive effort has been vintage. 
I never thought of them as 
vulnerable, even during the sea- 
son when we beat them three 
times. 1 have too much respect 
for guys wearing championships 
rings to think of them as vulner- 
able." 

Riley also professed not to be 
offended by Jordan's comments 
this week that the Knicks can be 
beaten if leading scorers Patrick 


ivers, a 10-year veteran who 
has never before been to a con- 
ference final, said he saw the 
series, which starts Sunday at 
Madison Square Garden, as "an 
awesome opportunity. I didn’t 
think !*d ever be in this sitution.” 
Meanwhile. Grant, who in- 
jured his right ankle in the Bulls* 
first game against Cleveland, 
practiced for the first time since 
the injury, although he has not 
missed a playoff game. 

“Horace will play." Bulls 
coach Phil Jackson said. "He 
worked gingerly, but we’ll work 
him more Saturday.*' 

Chrtwright and Paxson both 
are recovering from knee prob- 
lems that hampered them 
throughout the regular season. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Wright faces X-rays ahead of World Cup qualifiers Record number in golf competition 

LONDON (R). — Arsenal striker Ian Wright faces X-rays on his 
damaged ankle this weekend ahead of England's important World 
Cup matches against- Poland and Norway. Wright was injured 
after a challenge by Sheffield Wednesday's Paul Warhurst during 

• Arsenal's dramatic 2-1 F.A. Cup final replay win Thursday. 

Wright, who missed the last two England qualifiers against San 
Manno and the Netherlands because of injury, finished the league 
.reason playing with a broken 4oe. Meanwhile, both he and ■ 

Sheffield Wednesday strike^ Njlark Bright could face a Football 1 

' _ Association probe into theirbehaviour during Thursday’s replay, j 
The F.A. received complaints from members of the public angry 

• at seeing Bright elbow Arsenal's match winner Andy Linighan in 
the face and Wright mouth obscenities at a linesman. 


Roma rescued from bankruptcy threat 

ROME (R) — The threat of bankruptcy was lifted from Italian 
Cup finalists AS Roma Friday when two businessmen agreed to 
take over the debt-ridden club. The first division dub said in a 
statement that industrialists Pietro Mezzaruma and Franco Sena, 
both associated with Roma in the past, had signed a preliminary 
agreement to assume the majority shareholding from the Italfin 
80 company. Italfin 80 is the flagship of outgoing president 
Giuseppe Garrapico, currently in prison in Milan after his arrest 
on corruption charges last week. No figures were released for the 
transaction. Roma are reported to have total debts of arounds $45 
million. 
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THE LAW OF TOTAL TRICKS 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
#742 
? 5 

0 K 10 9 7 
♦K87B4 
WEST EAST 

#<1 1053 ♦» 

9A9842 ?KQJ 

<\ A Q '.-654 32 

#93 * Q J 6 2 

SOUTH 
« A K Q 8 6 
9 10 7 6 3 
<• J 8 
* A 10 
The bidding 

Sooth West North East 

1* 2 V 2* 4? 

4 # Dbl Pass 


Opening lead: Ace of V 

About 25 years ago Jean Rene 
V ernes wrote an article called "The 
Law of Total Tricks." It attracted 
little attention then and, despite 
overwhelming proof of its accuracy, 
there are still many doubters. How- 
ever, an excellent 'book on the sub- 
ject is now on the market: To Bid or 
Not to Bid: The LAW of Total 
Tricks by Larry Cohan (Platinum 
Press, 272 pp., paperback. Available 
from the author, 181 Longhill Rd.. 
Bldg. 1-6, Little Falla, N-J- 07424. 
SI 1.95 plus S2JS0 postage and 
handling). 

The LAW of Total Trick® states 


simply: “The total number of tricks 
available on any deal is equal to the 
total number of trumps (of each 
side's best combined fit). " This 
book is not for the casual player. 
However, it is guaranteed to sharp- 
en the competitive bidding of any- 
one who takes the trouble to read 
and digest the contents. 

Cohen cites hundreds of hands 
from all levels of play to support the 
accuracy of the LAW (author’s capi- 
tals). Por example, consider this 
hand from the 1978 World Pairs. 
The eventual winners. Marcel o 
Branco and Gabino Cintra of Brazil, 
bid to four spades and. after the lead 
of the ace of hearts, should have 
been defeated one trick. They 
weren't, but that’s immaterial. 

Should South have gone on to 
four spades? The LAW says no— he 
should have doubled four hearts in- 
stead! North was likely to bold three 
spades and one heart; thus each side 
had eight trumps in their combined 
holding, making a combined total of 
16 trumps. If only 16 tricks were 
available, and if North-South were 
destined to Lake 10 in spades, four 
hearts was going down four tricks! A 
doable would have paid off without 
the risk of trying for game. As. the 
cards lie, North-South can be held 
to nine tricks and East- West to sev- 
en, and with a total of 16 tricks 
available on the deal, can anyone 
really question the validity of the 

LAW? 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Pakistani Ambassador Tariq Afridi 
Friday hosted an annual golf competition for members of the 
Bisharat Golf Gub. The event, which attracted a record number 
of players, was keenly contested and the overall handicap winner 
was Mr. M.S. Park of Korea, with Mr. Adnan Tabaqchali dose 
. . .behind and Mr. Dick Lockyer third. The best gross score of the 
day was achieved by the dub captain, Mr. Hanafl Abu A! Hawa. 
, jr . Several international, players based in Jordan took part in the 
competition. * ’ - 

T-- . r . . .. I-- 

Russia to go for broke against Greece 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia will play an all-out attacking game 
against Greece in their World Cup qualifier Sunday, knowing 
victory would practically guarantee them a trip to the finals in the 
United States next year. Lev Zakharovich, international secretary 
of the Russian Soccer Federation, said the team should be 
unchanged from the one which swept aside Hungaiy 3-0 last 
month. Russia have a maximum eight points from four games in 
group five, just one behind the Greeks who have played one 
match more. Third-placed Hungary have just three points. 

Tyson wants someone to care for his birds 

KINGSTON (AP) — Former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson 
wants someone to care for his beloved pigeons while he serves a 
6-year sentence in Indiana for rape. Tyson first became interested 
m the birds as a youngster in Brooklyn. His fascination continued 
when he moved in with the late trainer Cus D'Amato at his 
Catskfll Mountain home. Tyson still keeps 150 homing pigeons in 
Catskill, and that’s becoming a problem, according to Tyson’s 
friend Jay Bright. Bright said he is searching for someone who 
won’t mind cleaning the two-story coop and feeding and watering 
the pigeons. Bright said Tyson needs someone who will care for 
the birds, and continue their training. The job pays $200 a month, 
and about 25 people have already applied. 

Flying filly Nicer wins Irish 1,000 Guineas 

DUBLIN (R) — The flying British filly Nicer, trained by Barry 
Hills and ridden by his son Michael, ran out a decisive winner of 
the Irish 1,000 Guineas Saturday. 

Frost on pole for 
Monaco Grand Prix 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Alain Prost claimed his sixth successive 
pole position this season and the 26th of his career Saturday when he 
set the pace in final qualifying for Sunday's Monaco Grand Prix. 

Prost, who leads the World Drivers' Championship by two points 
from great rival Ayrton Senna, dominated the session m his 
Williams. 

He was out on the circuit early in the hour-long period and quickly 
worked his way down to a fastest time of one minute 20.557 seconds 
at an average speed of 148.725 kph. 

— This remained unchallenged, his nearest rival being German 
Michael Schumacher in a Benetton. 

He claimed a share of the front row with the second best time of 
1:21.190 in his Ford-powered B193B, using traction control for the 
first time this weekend. 

Senna, who had a minor accident at the chicane, was third-fastesi 
In his McLaren and will share the second row with Briton Damon Hill 
in the second Williams. 

Senna touched the barriers at the entry to the chicane and locked 
up under braking as he half-spun to a halt in an escape lane. Senna 
was left to sit out the rest of the session on a nearby park bench. 

Hill, who had provisional pole from Thursday’s wet opening 
session, was never able to mount a serious threat to Prost or Senna 
despite malting a big effort in the second half of the session. 


World Cup qualifying matches 

Yemen score late equaliser 
to hold Jordan to 1-1 draw 


1 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN SATURDAY drew 
1-1 with Yemen in the opening 
match of the Asian group A 
World Cup qualifying matches 
held at A1 Hassan Sports City 
Stadium in Irbid. 

The match was attended by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben A1 Hussein, de- 
putising for His Majesty the 
King. Also attending was 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, Minister of Youth 
Saleh lrsheidat and over 
12.000 fans. 

Although both teams 
seemed tense and played a 
slow unimpressive game in the 
first half, Jordan had an upper 
hand throughout the match as 
strikers Jiryes Tadros and A ref 
Hussein mounted repeated 
attacks hoping to score an ear- 
ly goal. However, Yemeni 
goalkeeper Ameen Sunaini 
successfully aborted all such 
attempts as the first half ended 
scoreless. 

Jordan's captain Jamal Abu 
Abed had two definite scoring 
chances, as he got a pass just 
inside the penalty box. and 
later again failed to score from 
a comer kick that the Yemeni 
team's star Suneini totally con- 
trolled. 

Yemen accelerated their 
pace in the second half but 
were stunned by a spectacular 
65th minute goal when Jor- 
dan's Subhi Suleiman faked a 
pass and blasted a powerful 
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Jiryes Tadros attempts to break Yemeni defense in Saturday's match between Jordanian 
and Yemeni national teams 

~shot from well outside the 

r nalty box. 

Both teams lost the efforts of 
a player each, as Yemen’s 
Sharaf Mahfouz and Jordan's 
Mohammad AI Khaz'ali got 
red-card bookings. 

The Jordanian team con- 
tinued to dominate but lost the 
opportunity to capitalise on 
two chances by His ham Abdul 
Mun'em, one from a 30 metre 
distance in the 77th minute and 
the other four minutes later 
that hit the post. 

With 2 minutes remaining in 


the game and just as Jordan's 
players thought they had sea- 
led a victory. Yemen got a 
corner kick which Wijdan 
Shazli converted to an equalis- 
ing goal by a header in the 89th 
minute. 

Teams: 

Jordan: Ahmad Abu Nasouh, 
Yousef AI Amouri, Hi sham 
Abdul Mun’em, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Jamal Abu Abed, 
Jiryes Tadros, Fir as Khalaileh, 
Subhi Suleiman (Mousa 


A wad), Murad Ai Honuil, Arcf 
Hussein. Mohammad AI Kha- 
z'ali. 

Yemen: Ameen Suneini, 
Khnlcd Afarah. Saleh Ben 
JRabi'a, Abu All Ghalcb, Abdul 
Rahman Sa'ecd, Jama! 
Nadecra, Abdullah Khorbi 
(Ibrahim Sbuhi), lsam 
Drdban, Sharaf Mahfouz, Wi- 
jdan Shazli, Abdallah Sana'anl 
(Ahmad Albred). 

Referee: Abdul Aziz AI Mulla 
(United Arab Emirates) 


Marseille to face match-fixing inquiry 


PARIS (R) — The French Soccer 
League said Saturday an inquiry 
would be held into an allegation 
that champions Marseille attemp- 
ted to fix Thursday's match with 
Valenciennes. 

A league spokesman said an 
investigation would start when it 
had received details of an official 
protest by Valenciennes. 

The allegation, strongly denied 
by European Cup finalists 
Marseille, came from Valencien- 


nes defender Jacques Giassmann 
who said he had a phone con- 
versation Wednesday with a 
Marseille official who offered him 
a bribe to take it easy in the 
match the following day. 

League President Noel Le 
Graet told the sports daily L'E- 
quipe he would take personal 
charge of the inquiry but said it 
would not open until after 
Wednesday’s European Cup final 


to avoid harming Marseille's pre- 
parations for the Munich mutch 
with AC Milan. 

Marseille won the match I-ti, 
virtually sealing the title, while 
the defeat left Valenciennes in 
serious relegation trouble. Valen- 
ciennes lodged a protest with the 
match referee. 

The French League leaders 
said the move was an attempt to 
destabilise them before the Euro- 


pean Cup final. 

Le Graet said it would be wise 
not to draw hasty conclusions and 
that he found it strange that such 
allegations should emerge just 
before a European Cup final. 

“All this is nothing but a tissue 
of inventions.” Marseille Vice- 
President Jean-Louis Levreuu 
said Friday. "Its an attempt u, 
unsettle Marseille at an important 
moment in their history." 


Mansell says he lost $20 million by leaving F-1 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — World 
driving champion Nigel Mansell 
Friday estimated "conservative- 
ly” that he had lost $20 million by 
coming to the United States to 
race. 

“There are more things in life 
than money," said Mansell, who 
will compete in his first Indiana- 
polis 500-mile race May 30. “If 
you’re not honourable to your- 
self, you can’t live with yourself." 

Mansell won nine races and the 
title in 1992 in a Williams F-! car 
powered by a French-built Re- 
nault engine. Mansell said it was 
on record that for 15 years it has 
been the French desire to win the 
World Championship with a 
French driver. 

So, Alain Prost, who sat out 
last season, was the driver the 
team wanted as number one. 

"Prost was controlling it,” 
Mansell explained. “1 don't want 
to work for anybody who wants 
to control you.” 

“Ayrton (Senna), Prost, (Nel- 
son) Piquet, (Nikki) Lauda all are 
great drivers on the track. It’s 
how they operate off the track." 

"I detest shenanigans. It seems 
most world championships can be 
bought. Alain was getting the 
best seat in Formula One after 
being sacked." 



Britain’s Nigel Mansell and his wife drive through the pit area during 
a practice run for the 77th Indianapolis 500 to be held May 30 (AFP 
photo) 


Mansell said he was turned off 
by the F-1 politics. 

"1 won 14 races in two years 
and the world championship." he 
said, "and then got blown out of 
the water again. It was political." 

The 39- year-old Englishman 
said he had been looking into 
Indy car racing for the past 2 l/i 
years after he left Ferrari in 1990. 

Mansell said qualifying at Indy 
only days after undergoing back 
surgery was the toughest thing 
he'd ever done. On his second 
attempt, he earned a starting spot 
in the middle or the third row. 

He suffered the injury when he 
crashed during practice for the 
Phoenix 200. his first attempt to 
race on an oval track. 

"When 1 look back on it. I've 


got to be reasonably kind to 
myself." he said about his qual- 
ification run. "This is (teammate) 
Mario Andretti's 2Kth Indy. If I 
had started and tested and tested, 
my back never would have made 
it." 

After qualifying, Mansell re- 
turned to his home in Clearwater. 
Flordia, and resumed therapy for 
his back. This included ice packs, 
hot blankets, ultrasound, mas- 
sage, swimming and long walks. 

“I can ger in and out of the car 
now." he said. “I think because 
I'm a little older, this is the worst 
accident I’ve had." 

Mansell, who drives for the 
Newman-Haas team, turned a lap 
at 224.215 mph (360.83 kph) Fri- 


day in his Lola-Ford cosworth 
and said he isn't paying much 
attention to speeds of other driv- 
ers. Only eight this year hav^ 
gone faster. 

"You can do what the car co n 
do." he said. "My satisfaction 
comes in doing the best 1 can 
on that day." 

He said he has learned that m 
Indy the weather can change hour 
by hour and another "hugi. 
change" occurs from one set 
tyres to the next. 

"Keeping it flat down is }u. 

exercise I haven't accomplished 

yet." he said about pushing nn 
the throttle. 

No other driver has claimed hj 
have done that either this May. 

Mansell intends to practise u j 
the Indianapolis Motor speedway 
then return home for additional 
therapy. He'll be hack at th u 
track for carburet ion day practice 
next Thursday. 

"I’m not even going to focus « n 
the race until next Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday." he said] 
“I'm astonished I'm in the 
(Indycar) points lead. Not being 
pessimistic, but i won’t be in the 
points lead after this race: 1^ 
heing realistic." 

"Winning this one would be 
unbelievable." 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 4X4 280 GE, 1980 model, air- 
conditioned. In good condition. Customs duty 
not paid. 

Tel. 827389 


FOR RENT 

Newly furnished flat, 3 bedrooms, living room, 
big kitchen, 2 large salons, 2 bathrooms, central 
heating, telephone, 2 verandas. In Rawabi 
Shmeisani. 

Contact 603845 


SALESMAN REQUIRED 

A Japanese company in Amman is looking for a 
salesman with the following qualifications: 

1. A university degree. 

2. Good experience in general trade. 

3. Excellent command in English. 

4. Jordanian nationality. 

5. Under 35 years. 

6. Owning a car is preferable. 

If you have all these qualifications, please send your 
C.V. with a recent photo to. 

P.O. Box 5319 
Amman-Jordan 
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Tel.: 677420 
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HOLLYWOOD 



Shows: 3:15; 6.-00; 8:15; 10:30 


| Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


Shows: 1230; 3:15; 4:45; 6-JO; 8:30; Hk30 


Cinema Tel.: 634i44 

PHILADELPHIA 


Desperately 
Seeking Suzan 



Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. I0-J0 


Ttel.: 675571 

naan Al Mashini Theatre 


Today the Nabil Mashini Theatre 
hosts 

AI Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad AI 
Qabbani, Amer AI Khafash 


Nabil & Hisham’s TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 

VJeSeome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays AT 9:00 p.m. 
Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 

















JORDAN 
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tCRC assails U.N. 
over Afghan conflict 


ars.-m^y 


GENEVA. (A?) — A senior Red 
Cross official has criticised the 
Gnited Nations for doing too 
little to stop the carnage in 
Afghanistan and predicted that a 
new ceasefire agreement would 
have*, little impact. 

.Jean-Michel Monod. head of 
Asiain operations at the interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). said the level of 
misery in the capital Kabul was 
^Intolerable.*' 

. He said more than 4.500 civi- 
lians had been injured and an 
estimated 1,000 people killed in 
Kabul over the past 10 days. 

' “This indiscriminate shelling is 
hitting everywhere in the city.” 
he told a news conference. “All 
areas have been hit. All hospitals 
have been hit. Everybody is 
shooting at everybody else, with 
devastating results.” 

Mr. Monod said the fighting — 
the worst since the ouster of 
President Najibullah in April 
1992 — was meant to strengthen 
bargaining positions at peace 
tails among the rebel factions. 

The talks jn the eastern city of 
Jalalabad ended Thursday with 
agreement on a ceasefire and a 
new cabinet. Defence Minister 
Abmad Shah Masoud — the rival 
of Prime Minister-designate Gul- 
buddm Hekmatyar — agreed to 
Stynd down. The fighting in 
Kabul has pitted Mr. Masoud’s 
forces against those loyal to Mr. 


Hekmatyar. 

The warring factions continued 
to shell Kabul even after 
announcing the ceasefire. 

Mr. Monod said the Jalalabad 
agreement was likely to have the 
same effect as previous accords 
negotiated in neighbouring Pakis- 
tan. 

“It will temporarily bring some 
quiet to Kabul, but it certainly 
won’t have a long-lasting effect,” 
be said. 

He said the United Nations had 
done too little to support regional 
peace initiatives to stop the fac- 
tional fighting since the end of 
communist rule. 

“It’s good the regional powers 
— Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Ara- 
bia — are trying to push the 
protagonists in the direction of a 
lasting ceasefire but they need 
help,” he said. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Gbati has proposed that the 
United States and Russia should 
join in a grouping called “Friends 
of Afghanistan” to try to end the 
fighting. However, Mr. Monod 
said no action had so far been 
taken. 

Security concerns prompted 
the United Nations to withdraw 
its expatriate staff from Kabul 
last August. Most foreign embas- 
sies are closed and virtually all aid 
agencies have pulled out. Inter- 
national appeals for funds to help 
victims of the civil war have 



Soldiers manning a Defence Ministry tank look on as a rocket Saturday hits a residential area in 


Kabul 

received practically no response. 

The ICRC, which traditionally 
operates in areas of armed con- 
flict, is now responsible for nearly 
alt the relief efforts in Kabul. It 
has 15 Swiss staff there and runs 


two of the capital's five remaining 
hospitals. It sends in 30 tonnes of 
food every week by road from 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Monod said there was no 
power or water and little food. 


but no signs yet of starvation. 

“The ICRC is roughly th« last 
organisation present," Mr. 
Monod said. “We feel a little bit 
lonesome in Kabul these days.” 


Sudan warns against any bid to intervene in South 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
Islamic fundamentalist govern- 
ment would send human waves 
against the guns of any army that 
tried to stop violence or provide 
safe areas in southern Sudan so 
that starving people can be fed, 
die .foreign minister said. 
-'Intervention has been 
broached as a way of saving up to 
a'hrillion southern Sudanese fac- 
ing 'possible death with interna- 
tional relief impeded by civil war 
and factional fighting among re- 
bels. 

Some have suggested a com- 
bination of two successful 
emergency relief operations of 
recent years. 

One was the “safe haven" con- • 
cept, which protected! Kurdish " 
rebels in northern Iraq from that 
country’s army in 1991-92. Elijah 


Malok, an official with the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), suggested at a news 
conference in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi Thursday that a similar 
zone should, be created in south- 
ern Sudan. 

The other is Operation Restore 
Hope, in which U.S.-led forces 
invaded Somalia last December 
and kept violence at bay long 
enough to save hundreds of 
thousands of starving Somalis. 

Donald Peteison, U.S. embas- 
sador to Sudan, last month told 
reporters in Nairobi that the in- 
ternational community would 
have to act if peace talks between 
the government and rebels failed. 

“If there is no progres s toward 
a negotiated settlement, the in- 
ternational community win have 
to consider what should be done to 


the awful suffering,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Hussein Suli- 
man Abu Salih alleged that the 
West, through its press and politi- 
cians, is waging a “stupid” cam- 
paign “to polarise world public 
opinion against Sudan for in- 
tervention” on humanitarian 
grounds. 

But he said those who talk 
about intervening In Sudan are 
dreaming. 

“They are misinformed on the 
Sudanese character and the na- 
ture of Islam in such matters." 
Mr. Abu Salih said in a television 
interview Friday night. 

“There will be real jihad. 
There will be wave after wave of 
people fighting, not only a hand- 
ful of soldiers or popular defence 
forces." 

The junta, which took power in 
a 1989 coup, already has had 


Muslim clerics declare the 10- 
year-old southern rebellion a holy 
war. 

Mr. Abu Salih said Sudan nev- 
er gives in to pressure and cited 
its current argument with Egypt 
over Halaib, an enclave in 
Egypt's extreme southeastern 
comer north of the international 
frontier. 

He said Khartoum would be 
wilting to cede rights to the dis- 
puted territory but accused Cairo 
of trying to bully its weaker 
southern neighbour with threats 
and troop movements. 

With a more genteel approach, 
“we in the Sudan can give away 
this land, or even more." Mr. 
Abu Salih said. “But Sudan, its 
people and gover nm ent, cannot 
relinquish an inch of land taken 
through force or twisting of the 
arm." 


FBI says blast 
.suspects’ prints 
-found on seized 
bomb elements 


,NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
'Federal Bureau of Investigation 
i(FBI) lab reports revealed Friday 
Jjiat fingerprints of two key sus- 
pects in the World Trade Centre 
.^bombing were found on bomb- 
£making materials seized at a 
■Jersey City storage locker several 
•days after the blast. 

T \ The reports said the finger- 
-prints of Mohammad Salameh 
'were found on a bottle of shotgun 
^powder, a bag of the chemical, 
ammonium nitrate, and on a 
"brown bottle of a chemical known 
.-as aniline reagent. 

*\ , A copy of the report was made 
^available to Reuters by a source 
:ek>se to the case. 

; Mr. Salameh’s fingerprints 
i’were also discovered on duct 
^.‘iape, a glass beaker, a clear pias- 
?;tic bottle and other items in the 
* shed, according to the April 15 
f .lab report. 

>\ the FBI investigation of the 
•Feb. 26 explosion, in which six 
^people died and over 1 ,000 were 
injured, was codenamed 
“Tradebom” in the confidential 
-reports. 

•r * 

Two fingerprints of a missing 
.suspect, Ramzi Yousef, were also 
./bund on a brown bottle of 
; -sodium azide. 

Robert Precht, the lawyer for 
-Mr: Salameh, has said that his 
'client rented the storage locker 
^but that it was being used to store 
personal items. 

“He has never denied being 
; present in the storage facility and 
has always said he was there in 
-'Connection with an activity he 
believed to be completely inno- 
cent," said Mr. Precht. 

V .The lawyer said that the activ- 
ity. -will be revealed at Mr. 
;Stfhuneh's trial. 

r On Tuesday, Reuters learned 
.that the FBI had a list of 18 
ntdiyiduals whose fingerprints 
pfeywere trying to match up with 
■yT 1 ®® 1 *® obtained in the bomb- 
m- 

?*.Six suspects, including Mr. 
Sakiheh an d Mr. Yousef, are on 
that list. 

another report, the FBI dis- 
posed that investigators found 
v$2,615 in U.S, currency and a 
sihall amount of Jordanian and 
Traqi currency during their sear- 
ches. 
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Egyptian police experts examine the Cairo site where a car bomb exploded Friday (AFP photo) 

Cairo blast death toll rises to 7 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The death 
toll from Egypt's bloodiest bomb- 
ing in more than a year of politic- 
al violence rose to seven Saturday 
when three critically-injured men 
died. 

The government accused Mus- 
lim militants of planting the 
bomb, which exploded either 
under or inside a car parked 
outside a police station in central 
Cairo Friday. 

But a known supporter of the 
main militant group, Al Gama’a 
Ai Islamiya (Islamic Group), de- 
nied it had been involved and said 
it would not risk the lives of 
ordinary Egyptians. 

Security sources said one of the 
three men who died Saturday was 
the brother of a girl who was 
killed instantly when the bomb 
blew up. They said 20 people 
were now known to have been 
injured and several were in critic- 
al condition. 

The sources said investigators 
had found the detonator of the 
bomb and a timer. They esti- 
mated the bomb had contained 
1_5 to two kilogrammes of explo- 
sives. 

‘This is a dear criminal work 
carried out by the terrorist 
groups, which have no religious 
aims whatsoever,” the head of 
the state information service, 
Mamdouh Bellagi, told Reuters. 

Asked whether Muslim mili- 
tants had been responsible, 
Major-General Fouad Hussain, 
Cairo's assistant police chief, told 


Reuters: “There is no other pos- 
sibility." 

But a known supporter of the 
Gama’a contacted by Reuters 
said the group had nothing to do 
with the blast. 

“We are not responsible for 
this incident,” he said. “We can- 
not hurt ordinary Egyptians.” 
The man asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

The explosion was the fifth 
extremist attack since December 
in the heart of the Egyptian capit- 
al and the bloodiest. It is the first 
time a car bomb has been used in 
more than a year of violence 
between Muslim extremists and 
security forces. 

Security and hospitals offidals 
said the number of wounded rose 
to 20. 

A spokesman at Kasr Al Aini 
hospital said Abdallah Rashad, 5, 
bled from a brain injury. His 
brother Sayyed, 20, from internal 
hemorrage in the chest, and Hani 
Fadel, 20, also from a head 
wound. 

The official said a 15-year-old 
girl who died Friday was the 
Rashads’ sister. Three others 
died the same day. 

Doctors said at least five other 
victims were in critical condition. 

Police detained the owner of 
the car and another man arrested 
at the scene to question them 
about possible links with extrem- 
ists. 

The government-owned Al 


Gomhuria newspaper quoted 
security officials as saying the 
owner of the vehicle is a professor 
at Al Azhar, Islam's highest 
learning institution. He told 
police he had parked the car 
behind the police station two days 
before the explosion and left for 
his town in the Nile Delta. 

Police said the bomb was pack- 
ed with nails and doctors said 
they extracted some from victims’ 
bodies. 

On Feb. 26, hours after the 
World Trade Centre bombing kil- 
led six people and wounded more 
than 1,000 in New York, a similar 
device exploded in a downtown 
Cairo cafe, killing three people 
and wounding more than a 
dozen. Two of the dead, were 
foreign tourists. 

Also Friday, an employee at 
Cairo airport found a nfle wrap- 
ped in cloth hidden in a com- 
munications room on the runway. 
Police are investigating. 

In the town of Damietta on the 
Mediterranean, a boy found a 
box filled with gunpowder and 
ammunition in from of a school. 

Al Garaa’a Al Islamiya has 
intensified its violence campaign 
against Egypt’s secular govern- 
ment since January 1992. It has 
attacked police, Christians and a 
year ago started targetting tour- 
ists. More than 150 people have 
died in the violence, most of them 
militants. 


Regime’s jet bombs 
Kabul ‘by mistake’ 

V l 


KABUL (Agencies) — A gov- 
ernment plane bombed a residen- 
tial neighbourhood by mistake 
Saturday, killing a 14-year-old 
girl and injuring eight other peo- 
ple, offidals and residents said. 

The aircraft dropped four 
bombs on the poor • neighbour- 
hood of Formutia in south central 
Kabul, destroying a day brick 
house. Three more bombs were 
dropped on a neareby vacant lot. 

“I was so afraid. It was such a 
loud explosion.” said Abdul 
Aziz, a butcher whose house next 
door was damaged. 

His neighbour's 14-year-old 
daughter was killed ana a 10- 
year-old son’s arm was ripped off 
by shrapnel, Mr. Aziz said. 

The Defence Ministry said the 
bombing was a mistake and the 
pilot was under investigation. 

The plane's target was 
apparently positions on the other 
side of the mountain on which 
Fonmulia is located. Often the 
planes, flying very high 10 elude 
anti-aircraft guns, miss their 
targets. 

At least 500 people have been 
killed and more than 5,000 in- 
jured in Kabul during the last two 
weeks in a fratricidal war for 
control of the Defence Ministry. 
Almost all the civilian victims 
have been killed by rockets fired 
by militias in the southern sub- 
urbs of Kabul or in the overlook- 
ing mountains. 


Russian 
hardliners 
campaign for 
constitution 
referendum 

MOSCOW (R) — Hardline con- 
servatives say they have gathered 
enough signatures to force a 
nationwide referendum on bring- 
ing back a “Soviet socialist con- 
stitution.** the conservative daily 
Pravda reported Saturday. 

Reformist President Boris 
Yeltsin is planning a new con- 
stitution winch -would distance 
Russia from its ^Soviet past. 

But Pravda safc the pro-Soviet 
organisation Workers’ Russia had 
by May 16 gathered signatures 
from 1,090,000 opponents of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s plans. Russian law 
allows a referendum to be called 
if one million people sign a peti- 
tion asking for it. 

“Parliamentary deputies are 
now bound to decide to bold 
nationwide discussions of a draft 
Soviet socialist constitution which 
guarantees a life fit for a human 
being to the working man." Prav- 
da said. 

“Yeltsin wants to end months 
of political stalemate over post- 
Soviet Russia’s news draft con- 
stitution, blocked by a conserva- 
tive parliament hostile to his 
radical economic reforms. 

Buoyed by a popular endorse- 
ment of bis presidency and re- 
forms in an April referendum, 
Mr. Yeltsin has bypassed parlia- 
ment and invited representatives 
from Russia's 88 regions to meet 
in Moscow on June 5 to discuss 
and perhaps pass a new constitu- 
tion. 

Hardline groups on the fringes 
of Russian politics said Friday 
they would hold their own rival 
constitutional conference at the 
same time. They would also in- 
vite regional representatives to 
Moscow to draw up a separate 
draft constitution. 

Gennady Sayenko. a leading 
member of the conservative Rus- 
sian Unity movement, told a 
news conference organisers of the 
hardliners' constitutional talks in- 
cluded his group, the National 
Salvation Front, and the officers' 
union. 

Interfax news agency reported 
the National Salvation Front had 
said it would picket the dty cen- 
tre and state buildings on 5-12 
June to protect the existing con- 
stitution, a much-amended ver- 
son of the former Soviet Union 
basic law of 1971. 

The hardline groups have kept 
a low profile since the Russian 
workers’ holiday on May 1, when 
their supporters dashed with 
police in Moscow. 


The government halted air 
strikes on positions of the ratal 
Hezb-e-Islami party after Satur- 
day’s bombing, but rocket and 
artillery fire continued to pound 

the dty. , . . . 

Weeping women tore their nair 
while men dug through rubble m 
the old dty to find people who 
might be still buried. 

One man returned from hospit- 
al with his year-old son, the 
baby's head bandaged after he 
was hurt when his home col- 
lapsed. 

Government jets have made 
dozens of raids against Hezb-e- 
Islami and its Shi'ite Hczb-e- 
Wahdat allies since artillery bat- 
tles for control of the capital 
erupted 11 days ago. 

“The jet was trying to hit a 
Hezb-e-Islarai post on a nearby 
hill. They are shelling the dty 
from there,'* Defence Ministry 
spokesman Yunis Qanuny said. 
“One bomb was mistakenly drop- 
ped on a residential area.” 

He said an inquiry would be 
held. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) says the 
capital's hospitals have treated an 
average of 500 injured every day- 
since this latest round of fighting 
began. 

Between 80 and 100 rockets 
have rained on the capital daily in 
the last seven days, destroying 
houses in most parts of the dty. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italy’s scandal probe likely to last until 1995 

ROME (R) — Investigations into the political bribery scandal 
which has shaken Italy over the last 15 months are likely to go on 
until 1995, Milan chief prosecutor Francesco Save rio Borrelli has 
said. More help was needed to cope with a heavy and growing 
workload on the city’s investigating magistrates, he told RAI state 



Republican 

minister of posts and telecommunications, and Vincenza Bono 
Parrino. a Social Democratic former cultural heritage minister, 
are suspected of haring accepted bribes from government, 
suppliers. Mr. Mammi immediately resigned from tire Chamber 
of Deputies. Over 2L500 people, including more than 100 
members of parliament, are under investigation in the sandal, 
which has provoked widespread public disgust and contributed to 
die runaway success of an electoral reform referendum last 
month. “The old reluctance of the public to come forward has 
vanished," said Mr. Borrefli “We have lots of work m front of us 
just to complete investigations and then the trials and legal 
consequences will take several years more.” 

Indian army said equipped with new missile ' 

NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian army has been equipped with a 
locally-built surface-to-surface missile after more than five years 
of tests, the Hindustan Tones newspaper reported Saturday. The 
Pritbri missile, which has a range of 250 kilometres and can carry 
a payload of up to one tonne, has been deployed in Punjab state 
on the border with Pakistan, with which india has fought three 
wars, the newspaper said. Many of Pakistan's major cities and 
military installations would fall within the range of the missile, the 
Hindustan Times said. Military officials refused to comment on 
the report, but the Defence Ministry said in March that the 
weapon system would be deployed in the armv bv the end of the 
year. Prithvi, which means “Earth" in the Hindi-1 an guage, was 
first developed in 1988 and has been flight-tested at least nine 
times. India has successfully tested an intermediate-range missile 
with a range of 2,400 kilometres, but says the system is for sending 
payloads into space and will not be used by tbe armed forces. 

Canadian energy minister confers with Nazer 

RIYADH (AP) — Oil Minister Hisham Nazer conferred Saturdy 
with Canada's minister of energy, mines and resources, who is in 
Saudi Arabia to promote business for Canadian companies in the 
oil-rich region. The official Saudi Press Agency said the two 
ministers discussed bilateral ties, especially with relation to oil 
affairs, but gave no details. Tbe Canadian, Bill McKnight, is 
accompanied by a delegation of Canadian business representa- 
tives arid will also be briefly visiting Kuwait and Yemen before 
returning to Ottawa. “The businesses which are travelling with 
me... are all high-tech companies which have been developing 
trade contacts m this region,” Mr. McKnight was quoted as saying 
by the Canadian embassy. The Canadian companies include 
members of the petroleum processing and engineering, and 
mineral sectors, induding Delta Catalytic. MacDonald Dettwiler 
and Associates, Monenco Agra, SNC-Lavalin Inc. and Zeton Inc. 
While in Saudi Arabia, Mr. McKnight will open a research and 
process simulation plant constructed by Zeton Inc. of Burlington, 
at the King Abdul Aziz City for Science and Technology. 

Indian foreign affairs official in Oman 

MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — India's minister of state for foreign 
affairs arrived Saturday on a visit to promote political and 
economic relations and pave the way for a trip by Indian Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao later this year. The minister. R.L. 
Bhatia, was met on arrival by Haitham Ben Tareq Al Saeed. 
political affairs undersecretary at the Omani Foreign Ministry. He 
later met with Sultan Qaboos. According to Asian diplomats, Mr. 
Rao planned to visit Oman, but the date of the trip has not been 
fixed. Mr. Bhatia also will visit the United Arab Emirates, but it 
was not clear if Mr. Rao also planned to go there. Omani-Indian 
cooperation in petrochemical and gas projects was high on Mr. 
Bhatia’s agenda, said the diplomats. In March this year. Oman 
signed a memorandum of understanding for setting up two oil 
refineries in India. 


King warns against ‘enemies of democracy* 


(Continued from page I) 

"Those whom I used to meet 
earlier remember how many 
times I have urged to rise above 
the level of insults and offence 
and to adopt a wise approach an 
to defend what is right and to 
offer ideas and not to fell into the 
abyss.... 

“In our dealing with one 
another we have to form what can 
be described as honesty and what 
can contribute to enhancing ties 
among the members of one fami- 
ly regardless of their origins. 

"We have to create aa 
approach reflecting the spirit of 
responsibility and we have to 
check whatever we publish and to 


rise to a high level in our morals' 
to make our behaviour an, exam- 
ple and a model for others in fee 
Arab and foreign media. 

“I do not believe that any one 
of my brothers here... by the way 
I am addressing all people 
through you... would be happy 
with anything contrary to this or 
would allow himself to adopt 
other than this course. . 

“Once again I stress feat feat 
there is a law and people have 
obligations to this country and 
have duties to perform... I im- 
plore God to help us to carry out 
our duty in the best manner We 
can.” 

The King later reviewed with 
the gathering various local, re- 


gional and international issues. 

The King reiterated Jordan’s 
firm position with regard to 
domestic developments based on 
steadfastness, clarity of political 
stand and adherence to fee prin- 
ciples of freedom, democracy and 
pluralism in the course of defend- 
ing human rights. 

The King also referred to Jor- 
dan’s position with regard to the 
Palestine question based on pan- 
Arab principles and the country’s 
determination to attain “just and 
comprehensive peace that can 
guarantee the rights of the 
Palestinian people in their nation- 
al soil and acceptable to the 
future generations. 





Britain's Queen 
Mother spends 2nd 
night in hospital 

ABERDLLN*. Kvi-ti.ind I AH 
The Ouwn :i 

second niphi ™ * lw ^ ,*,!*. 

da\ tollo^ing >uieei> o’ “ 

piece oi IikhI which sta in her 
fero.it- "She is soli listed .is vhiii- 
fortiiblc imd ts ’ ,,ul ^ 

will be Maxine one iro»u* nntii in 
hospital, .mti her comlm-n 
be assessed in the morning I* in f 
doctors." said Man Rewt. S’okjrv 
man at Aberdeen Kox.. la «r- 
marv. The hospital was i.iHHfed 
with telephone calls and l-'werx 
from Bntons concerned ai’oui 
92-vcar-old widow ot Ning 
George VI and mother ol Oueen 
Elizabeth II. None of the iov.il 
familv came to fee hospital t u 
dav. Prince Charles told reporters 
in ’London that his « jtuhtunher 
■’is better, thank jiooilness 

Rare print of U.S. 
Declaration of 
Independence sold 

NEW YORK IK) - \ rare 

original print of the deelar.it ion of 
independence was sold pioatelx 
Friday for an undisclosed puce 
after failing to meets its numimim 
reserve price at an auction cailier 
in fee day. The broadsheet . only 
one of two still in pnxate hands, 
was purchased by a rate docu- 
ments dealer in New Jersex A 
spokeswoman said the pm chase 
was made on behalf of an undis- 
closed client and she would not 
give the purchase price The 
document was one ot those 
printed by John Dunlap mi the 
evening of July 4. I ti« spread 
the word of Congi ess’s action 
The private transaction vxas done 
shortly after bidding at a 
Sotheby's auction stopped at 
$1.75 million, sontexxheic Mow 
the reserve price. Sothebx’s had 
estimated the document would 
sell for between $2 million t»» $.» 
million. A manuscript \\ ith some 
of Abraham Lincoln’s strongest 
indictments of slavery was more 
successful, selling at the same 
auction for $992,500. The one- 
page.. manuscript in Lincoln’s 
hand ts pan of a speech that has P 
beat lost. Written around LS5S. u 
says in part that "alt hough 
volume upon volume is written to 
prove slavery a very good thing, 
we never hear of the man who 
wishes to take the good ot it. bv 
being a slave himself." 

Moon’s shadow 
races over earth 
in partial eclipse 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - Skv- 
watchers from California and 
Alaska to Finland saw a partial 
eclipse of the sun Friday as the 
moon s shadow passed over 
North America, the Arctic and 
northernmost Europe. "The 
weather was perfect and we could 
see it really well." said astronom- 
er Juhani Harjunharja. who 
watched the moon obscure per 
of the sun from Utsjoki 
Observatory in northern Fin- 
land’s Lapland. "It fdt like the 
-warm sunshine suddenly grew 
colder.” The first solar' eclipse 
visible from North America since 
Jan. 4. 1992. took place at sunrise 
along the west coast and later in 
the morning over more than half 
fee continent. The moon's sha- 
dow then moved over the North 
™!® a " d ‘"to Norway. Sweden. 
Scotland. Finland and Russia. 
North America's best views were 
m Alaska, where up to two-ihirds 
of the sun was blocked "Oh 
you’ve got to get a view through 
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from Earthquake P ur k tn 

aS thc Min 

C l° uds - Born;, dette 
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from WaU ? Cti thc 

from the roof of Oriff.th 

Observatory in Los Angeles 
puce is in the universe." 

Ukrainian computer 
game simulates 

war with Russia 

KIEV (R) — War has finally 
Ukrain *°«v be ! WCen and 

& r,hcdis P uledB ^ 

u*ied in “ rom P u ^ r name 

? S 5 " 1 ™ 1 Ukraine. 

ported Fric? , y ^‘^most re* . 
Ported Fndny that the came 

known as "Battle For The b'S 

ot fee Russian N avv aoamsr » 
computer with nw - 
Navv -ir ", Ukrainian - 

sta.7 nLI d u po “ l - "There are 
tate flags, shooting and everv- 

odds nvrr rh^oiY 1 * have been at 
1995. * ^“‘pment in - 




